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HEARTIEST FELICITATIONS ON
DURGA MATA POOJA CELEBRATIONS

ICIJ N EEAN EHT Y FELBGS
este.1oz1  THE INDIAN GOMMERCE AND INDUSTRY ASSOCIATION JAPAN
MORE THAN 100 YEARS OF DEDICATED SERVICE

Established in 1921, ICIJ is the oldest association representing the Indian diaspora in Japan.
Its membership includes several of the largest corporate groups operating in the region. As
the apex body, ICIJ plays a leading role in organizing India-related trade fairs, exhibitions,
seminars and symposia. The organization also hosts dynamic monthly seminars focused on
a wide range of topics, including India-Japan startups, global investment opportunities,
finance, mergers and acquisitions, wealth management, taxation, visa regulations and
Japan's labor and legal systems.

To support the next generation, ICIJ has established a dedicated Youth Group for young
Indian residents in Japan. Additionally, ICI] has signed a comprehensive cooperation agree-
ment wilh the Edogawa City Office and the Tokyo Chamber of Commerce, Edogawa Chapter.

President: Mr Jagmohan Chandrani, Chairman: Mr Ryuko Hira,
Vice president: Mr Subramania Natarajan,
Directors: Mr Satish Thiagarajan, Mrs Popi Kuroda, Mr Nitin Hingarh,
Mr Vashdev Rupani, Mr Debendra Mohanta, Mr Markus,
Internal auditor: Mr S. K Rangwani, Auditor: Mr VeerasureshKumar Veerappan.

EIGHT SPECIALISED COMMITTEES:

Information and communication: Mr Debendra Mohanta, Mr Satish Thiagarajan,
Subramania Natarajan; Food & agriculture: Mr Nitin Hingarh; Indian restaurants:
Mrs Popi Kuroda; Legal & regulatory affairs: Mr VeerasureshKumar Veerappan;
Indian jewellers: Mr Alok Rakyan; Merchandise trading: Mr V B Rupani;
Tourism: Mr Markus; Youth Group: Mr Sanjeev Gupta Regional representatives:
Kansai: Mr Kiran Sethi; North Japan: Mr Dilip Mansukhani.

B-1 Yamaman Building, 6-1, Nihonbashi-Koamicho, Cho-Ku, Tokyo 103-0016, Japan
Tel: 03-3249-1080 Fax: 03-5614-0971 Web: wwwiicijsite Mail: info@icij.site



Durga Puja Program
September 28, 2025

Puja 11:30 AM
Anjali 12:30 PM
Prasad & Lunch 01:00 PM
Cultural Program 02:30 PM
Bisorjon and Boron 04:30 PM

Cultural Program
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To portray Bengal’s textiles, traditions through Bengal’s festivals
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Participating members: Bengali Association Tokyo, Japan’s members

Program compered by Chandrima Kundu & Sangeetha Krishnamoorthy

Program coordinated by Rita Kar

Venue: Ota Ward Civic Hall Aprico, Exhibition Hall(B1F)
5-37-3 Kamata, Ota-ku, Tokyo 144-0052

© Bengali Association of Tokyo, Japan (BAT]). All rights reserved.
Disclaimer: The articles compiled in this magazine are personal opinion of the authors and in no way represents any opinion of BAT]J

(Digital version of Anjali 2025 will be available on digital platforms & BAT] website.)
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Embassy of India
2-2-11 Kudan Minami, Chiyoda-ku
Tokyo 1020074

WRA & ISTge
AMBASSADOR OF INDIA

MESSAGE

It is with great joy that | extend my warm greetings to Bengali Association of
Tokyo in Japan (BATJ) in keeping up with the tradition of celebrating Durga
Festival in Japan which entering into 36" Year of its continuous celebration. This
festival, which celebrates the triumph of good over evil, brings together families,
friends, and communities in a spirit of devotion, cultural pride, and joyous
celebration.

Durga Puja is not only a time for reflection and worship but also a vibrant
expression of India’s rich cultural heritage. Festivals like these strengthen our
bonds, foster unity, and remind us of the values of courage, resilience, and
compassion that Goddess Durga embodies.

During my stay in Japan Embassy of India has taken numerous initiative to
celebrate and share our rich cultural heritage with the people of Japan. | am
delighted to see the enthusiasm and dedication with which the Indian community
in Japan celebrates this festival every year.

| would also like to appreciate the sincere efforts taken by BATJ in releasing
annual literary e-magazine “Anjali”. | wish that it serve as a lasting source of
inspiration, fostering connection and promoting our cultural heritage for future

generations in Japan.

On this festive occasion, | extend my heartfelt wishes for happiness, peace,
and prosperity to all. May the divine blessings of Maa Durga illuminate your lives
with hope, strength, and joy. :

Tokyo
22 August 2025

Telephone: +81-3-3265-5036: Fax: +81-3-3262-2301: E-mail: amb.tokvo@mea.cov.in: amboffice tokvo@mea.qov.in



CONSULATE GENERAL OF JAPAN

55, M. N. SEN LANE, TOLLYGUNGE,
KOLKATA - 700 040

Mr. Syamal Kar, President August 14, 2025
Bengali Association of Tokyo, Japan (BATJ)

Message

| take this opportunity to extend my heartfelt appreciation to Bengali Association of Tokyo,
Japan for organizing Durga Puja celebrations in Japan for 36 years. The BATJ's Durga Puja
showcases the rich cultural heritage of Bengal and highlights the talents of the artists.

BATJ has been a cornerstone of the Bengali community in Japan, promoting cultural
exchange and preserving Bengali heritage. For over three decades, this association has
been hosting Durga Puja events, bringing together the Bengali community and fostering a
sense of belonging.

| have assumed my office here as the Consul General of Japan in May and am eagerly
looking forward to visit the puja pandals and experience the flavor of Durga Puja in Kolkata.

Durga Puja has been regarded as an UNESCO Intangible Cultural Heritage due to its
cultural significance and role in fostering community engagement, artistic expression, and
social inclusion. This recognition highlights festival's ability to bring people together across
different social and cultural backgrounds, promoting collective participation and a sense of
community.

The Bengali Association of Tokyo, Japan plays a key role in preserving Bengali culture and
promoting community engagement through its Durga Puja celebrations. The association's
efforts have created a sense of belonging among the Bengali community in Japan, and its
cultural programs have enriched the lives of many.

Japan and India are strengthening their bilateral relationship through various activities at the
Expo 2025, Osaka, Kansai, Japan. Discussions on tourism, cultural exchange and economic

cooperation are taking place, highlighting the growing partnership between the two nations.

| wish BATJ every success of Durga Puja celebrations, which | believe will strengthen the
cultural relations between Japan and India.

Sincerely,

ISHIKAWA Yoshihisa

Consul General
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Editorial

As the autumn breeze drapes Tokyo in shades of gold and crimson, the sound of the dhaak and the
fragrance of dhunuchi gently remind us that Durga Puja is here once again. What began centuries
ago as a festival of the Goddess’s homecoming has, over time, blossomed into a global celebration of
culture, resilience, and togetherness. For us in Japan, Durga Puja is more than rituals—it is a way to
carry forward our heritage while building new bridges of friendship in the land we now call home.

In that same spirit of connection, this year has also been remarkable for India-Japan relations. The
two nations, guided by shared democratic values and a vision of a peaceful Indo-Pacific, have deep-
ened their collaboration in technology, defense, and trade. Japan’s role in Indias growth story—
whether through high-speed rail projects or green energy initiatives—has been pivotal. A shining
example is Semicon India 2025, where Japan’s expertise in advanced manufacturing meets India’s
ambition to become a global semiconductor hub. This convergence is not just an economic mile-
stone; it also reflects how our partnership is shaping global stability at a critical time.

Yet, while friendships strengthen, the wider world continues to face turbulence. The Russia—Ukraine
war grinds on, reshaping Europe’s energy security. The Middle East struggles with recurring con-
flicts that ripple across global markets. The South China Sea remains a flashpoint, testing interna-
tional order. And layered upon these challenges is the climate crisis—unrelenting in its urgency.
Record-breaking heat waves, floods in Asia, wildfires in North America, and rising sea levels remind
us that nature’s fury can be as disruptive as any geopolitical storm.

Amid this uncertainty, there are still reasons for optimism. Investments in renewables, green hy-
drogen, and circular economies offer glimmers of hope, showing that humanity has the capacity to
innovate its way forward. India, too, has been stepping up with confidence. The Maha Kumbh Mela
2025, the largest gathering of humanity, stood as a powerful symbol of faith and unity at a time when
the world needs it most.

This year, the spotlight also turns to Japan, where Expo 2025 in Osaka will bring nations together
under the theme of “Designing Future Society for Our Lives.” It will be a platform where innovation
and sustainability converge—echoing the very essence of Durga Puja: renewal, resilience, and hope.
In many ways, the age of Artificial Intelligence feels like a modern version of the age-old battle be-
tween asur and devi—between reckless power and enlightened wisdom. The choices we make today
in shaping AI will define the destiny of generations to come.

Durga Puja, at its heart, reminds us that the triumph of good over evil is not just a mythological tale
but a timeless call for courage and resilience. As we celebrate the Goddess’s victory, may Maa Durga
bless us with the strength to face global challenges, the wisdom to nurture peace, and the creativity
to use innovation for the benefit of humanity.

With these thoughts, we extend our warmest wishes to all devotees, friends, and well-wishers. May
this Puja bring joy to your families, success to your endeavors, and harmony to our communities

across the world.

Shubho Sharodiya!
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CENTENARY COMMEMORATION
OF
BHAGAWAN SRI SATHYA SAI BABA
1926-2026

Ryuko Hira
Srivats Aiyer
Sai Aditya Mosalakanti

As we celebrate the Centenary of Bhagawan Sri Sathya Sai Baba’s advent as Poorna Kaliyuga Avatar, we bow in
reverence to the divine life and teachings of Lord Sai who walked among us as Love incarnate.

Born on November 23rd, 1926, in Puttaparthi, India, Bhagawan Baba’s life was dedicated to the spiritual uplift-
ment of humanity through selfless service, love, and unity of all faiths.

Sri Sathya Sai Baba declared his advent in 1940, at the age of 14. Since then, he has called upon mankind to
LOVE ALL, SERVE ALL and HELP EVER, HURT NEVER!

Today, millions of devotees have been touched and transformed by Bhagawan Baba. Each devotee has a unique
connection with Baba.

To a spiritual aspirant, He is the Divine Master; to a rationalist, He is the most inspiring humanitarian on earth;
to thousands of modern youth, He is the leader with a dynamic vision and a colossus of inspiration; to a devo-
tee, He is simply divinity in human form; and to everyone who has had the opportunity to behold Him, He is
embodiment of Pure Love.

The decades that have rolled by since Baba’s declaration of his mission at 14 years of age have been witness to the
grand manner in which His vision has taken shape.

The world-class super-speciality hospitals that offer medical care, free of charge; schools and colleges that impart
free values-based education, the mammoth drinking water supply projects and numerous other service projects
are Bhagawan’s blessings of Love to the world.

The Sri Sathya Sai Institute of Higher Medical Sciences (SSSTHMS) in Puttaparthi was inaugurated in 1991 by
then Prime Minister P. V. Narasimha Rao, followed by the opening of the Whitefield (Bengaluru) branch in 2001
by Prime Minister Atal Bihari Vajpayee. These state-of-the-art hospitals offer world-class tertiary care in cardi-
ology, neurology, urology, ophthalmology, and orthopaedics—entirely free of cost.

Together, they have served over 5 million patients and performed more than 100,000 major surgeries, standing
as a testament to Bhagawan Sri Sathya Sai Baba’s vision of compassionate and accessible healthcare for all. How-
ever, even more, significant than these activities have been His tireless efforts towards spreading the message of
spirituality and inculcating love and brotherhood throughout the world.

The Sri Sathya Sai Institute of Higher Learning (SSSIHL), (Website: www.sssihl.edu.in ) established in 1981, has
a 44-year legacy of academic excellence, integrating ethics and values as the undercurrent of every subject taught
at the university. Its annual Convocation is graced by esteemed dignitaries, including the Presidents, Prime Min-
isters, and other prominent Indian luminaries.

The Sri Sathya Sai Drinking Water Supply Projects, launched across drought-prone regions in Andhra Pradesh,
Telangana, and Tamil Nadu, have brought safe, clean drinking water to over 10 million people. These massive
infrastructure efforts, executed without seeking government aid, stand as a silent revolution in rural upliftment
and public health, embodying Bhagawan’s love in action.
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Baba declares:

There Is Only One Religion, The Religion Of Love;

There Is Only One Language, The Language Of The Heart;
There Is Only One Caste, The Caste Of Humanity;

There Is Only One God, He Is Omnipresent.

While Bhagawan Sri Sathya Sai Baba’s main Ashram is in Prashanthi Nilayam in the city of Puttaparthi in Southern
India, His divine love and universal message has drawn devotees from all over the world. Today there are over 120
Sri Sathya Sai global missions in more than 100 countries.

The Sathya Sai Organization in Japan (SSOJ) (Website - https://www.sathyasai.or.jp/) was established 50 years ago
in May 1975 with the blessings of Bhagawan Sri Sathya Sai Baba. It began with regular bhajans and devotional activ-
ities in Kobe, while spiritual literature like the Sanathana Sarathi and 37 Volumes of Sathya Sai Speaks lectures, were
translated in Japanese which are placed in the National Diet and other public libraries throughout Japan.

Soon, the Organization grew steadily across the country. Over the years, conferences, public meetings, study circles,
value-based dramas, and Sadhana camps like Bal Vikas, Youth Group and Sai Ladies Group were being held held to
deepen spiritual understanding and unity.

Today, there are 27 active Sai Centres and Groups in the major cities of
Japan. The Organization functions to spread Bhagawan’s Divine Message
of Sanathana Dharma to devotees in Japan. The Organization functions in

both English and Japanese, with a dedicated website, publications, and Bha- o 4
jan and Vedam resources. Special efforts to promote Japanese bhajans have (o AN
led to widespread participation and growing devotion among members. /\r_ hﬁ‘ ]:)

(r Y \l“! / K
To this day, SSOJ continues Baba’s work through voluntary activities such j ﬁg@ :—'
as preparing and distributing food for the homeless, organizing blood do- e 0 ‘«':w(i:, Iz
nation cam fteri id duri 1 di i Ers 0nak:

ps, offering aid during natural disasters, and holding regular : b

bhajan sessions and commemorating festivals. .o e % i

In fact, Bhagawan has lovingly showered his blessings upon Japan by way
of a miracle.

In preparation for the Maha Shivaratri Akhanda Bhajan 2024 in Tokyo,

alumni-devotees of Bhagawan’s University in India residing in Japan prayed for Bhagawan’s benediction of a ‘Sai
Shiva Lingam’ for Japan, pledging daily worship and sanctity. On February 21st, 2024, at 08:00 AM IST, their sealed
prayer letter was placed at a pious family altar in Mumbai. On February 22nd, 2024, at 05:00 PM IST, a flash of
golden light pierced the transparent, sealed box, accompanied by a resounding sound.

The Sai Shiva Lingam manifested, so large it broke open the cover. Three Golden Shiva idols appeared, followed by
a mound of holy Vibhuti within which Divine Golden Padukas emerged. Eight more Shiva idols formed around
the Padukas, four on each side, as powerful vibrations of His Presence pervaded. The box was finally showered with
Vibhuti from the Lingam’s crest—a symbol of Baba’s love for Japan.

The Shiva Lingam is currently placed at the Tokyo Sai Center and daily worship at 07:00 AM every morning. As part

of the Centenary celebrations, a group of Japanese devotees visited Prasanthi Nilayam in April 2025 to offer their
love and gratitude at the Divine Lotus Feet on the occasion of Japan Day.

www.batj.or 13 Durga Puja 2025
J.org REI R



Sri Sathya Sai Japan Day was commemorated on April 3rd, 2025, at Prashanthi Nilayam to mark: Cente-
nary Year of Bhagawan Sri Sathya Sai Baba; 50th Anniversary of the Sathya Sai Organization Japan and
;10th Anniversary of the MoU between SSSIHL and Japan Advanced Institute of Science and Technology
(JAIST).
His Excellency, Keiichi Ono, Ambassador of Japan to India attended the event in-person at Prashanthi
Nilayam.

The devotees offered a cultural presentation and a drama called “The Golden Bridge’ depicting the mirac-
ulous materialization of the Sai Shiva Lingam, which deeply touched the hearts of all present.

On April 22nd, 2025, New York City Mayor Eric Adams official-
ly proclaimed April 24th, 2025, as ‘Sri Sathya Sai Baba Centennial
Celebrations Day’, honouring His message of universal love and
selfless service. The Mayor also acknowledged the impactful con-
tributions of Sai volunteers in the U.S. and the leadership of the
Sri Sathya Sai Central Trust. This recognition reflects Bhagawan’s
vision of global unity, service, and spiritual harmony.

To mark the Birth Centenary of Bhagawan Sri Sathya Sai Baba, the
Government of India issued a Y100 Commemorative Coin on April
22nd, 2025. The coin features a portrait of Baba with the years
1926-2026 and honours His legacy of love and service. Made of a
silver alloy, it was officially notified by the Ministry of Finance (The
Gazette of India - CG-DL-E-22042025-262606) and adds to India’s
prestigious centenary releases.

As part of the Centenary commemorations, on June 20th, 2025, an
INDIA-USA-JAPAN Medical Seminar was held in Tokyo, Japan,
featuring Dr. V. Jeevanandam, from the University of Chicago Medicine, Dr. Anil Kumar Mulpur and Dr.
D.C. Sundaresh from the Sri Sathya Sai Institute of Higher Medical Sciences. They spoke on promoting
medical collaboration and highlighted how Bhagawan’s hospitals in India provide high-quality medical
care completely free of cost, serving as a model of compassionate healthcare for the world.

As we joyfully celebrate the Centenary of Bhagawan Sri Sathya Sai Baba, we also commemorate the 50th
anniversary of the Sri Sathya Sai Organization in Japan. Through selfless service, devotion, spiritual edu-
cation, and unity, we continue to walk on the path shown by Baba — to Love All And Serve All

Sai Ram!
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If the Purpose of Your Becoming a Monk Is
Pumpkin-cutting....

Swami Medhasananda

Nippon Vedanta Kyokai
(Vedanta Society of Japan)

This is a story about a monk of the Ramakrishna Order (Ramakrishna Math and Mission), who passed away long
ago.

The monk in his pre-monastic life was a brilliant student, and stood first class first in the M.Sc. (Master of Science)
Examination. His father was an ICS (Indian Civil Service) officer, who later became a Deputy Magistrate. The father
wanted his son also to become an ICS officer, which was a prestigious and lucrative post. However, his son thought
otherwise, and wanted to leave hearth and home to realise God and serve the suffering humanity. Finally, he joined
the Ramakrishna Order, in order to fulfill his wish. This act of his son made his father frustrated and angry. So he
filed a suit against the authorities of the Ramakrishna Mission in order to get his son back. The son was summoned
by the court, where on interrogation by the judge he declared that he was now an adult and that he joined the Order
on his own, and none compelled him to do so. As a result, the Judge set him free. Having lost the case, the father felt
utterly insulted and grew so enraged, that he now thought of using force to get his son back home, since he could not
do it in a legal way.

So he decided to go to the Belur Math where his son lived. Accordingly, he went there but also took his revolver in his
pocket, his intention being to first ask his son to return home, and if he declined, to threaten to shoot him. On reach-
ing the Math he came to know that he could find his son in the monastery’s kitchen. Upon going there, what he saw
left him speechless, and he was at a loss as to how to react. He saw that instead of preparing for the ICS Examination
his foolish son was cutting pumpkins along with other monastics and thereby destroying his bright career! However,
the father controlled himself and finally said to his son mockingly, “My son! If cutting pumpkins has become the
purpose of your becoming a monk, come home and I shall provide you with cartloads of pumpkins. You can cut
them as much as you would like”

On seeing his father there unexpectedly, the son took a few moments to decide what to do. He then stood, and bow-
ing before his father respectfully answered with humility, “Father, I am not just cutting pumpkins. This is but a form
of my worship of Sri Ramakrishna?”

This episode illustrates the ideal of work, that is, any work should be looked upon as a form of worship of God.
Now, what is this concept of “Work is worship’?

First of all, all works should be performed in accordance with the spirit of Karma Yoga, which becomes easier to
practice if one has faith in God. As Swami Vivekananda famously remarked, “All our duties are His (God’s).” Karma
Yoga is in effect based on some fundamental norms which are as follows:

The performance of work is to worship God through work.

The motive of work should be to please God as He is our eternal companion and refuge.

To regard ourselves as the instrument of God while we perform work.

While performing work, we should also remember that we are using our talents, skills, wisdom and power, pro-

vided by God.

o To perform work with dedication and love but without expectation of receiving anything in return.

o To perform work as perfectly as possible and be at rest without any anxiety whatsoever, concerning its outcome
for which we should have wholehearted dependence on God.

o To accept gracefully the consequences of work and offer them to God, without being obsessed either by success

or failure. In case of failure, however, we should strive once more if the situation calls for it.

A mindset like this regarding the execution of work will enable us to curb our egos, as well as attachment to work
and its results which constitute the primary causes of our numerous troubles and sufferings, including stress. On the
other hand, it will also enable us to sustain our equanimity and power of judgement, even amidst the most trying
situations we may confront in our everyday lives.

One may raise the question as to whether belief in counsels like, ‘All our duties belong to God, is natural,
or whether execution of the aforesaid norms of Karma Yoga would at all be feasible.
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Our reply to this doubt is: “Yes! It is indeed possible.” This is apparent in the services rendered by the monks of the
Ramakrishna Order and the nuns of Sri Sarada Math, Dakshineswar, as well as by priests and nuns of various Catholic
Religious Orders. Also, the fact that they run their institutions successfully is a well-known fact. Nevertheless, one must
admit that those house-holders who sincerely practice Karma Yoga to their benefit, are also not wanting in their efforts.

The crux of Karma Yoga is to offer selfless service and maintain an attitude of being an instrument of God. This attitude
of an instrument of God is reflected in the lyrics of a well-known Bengali devotional song, which begins with the words,
“Sakali tomari iccha” We present below some portions of those lyrics, in English translation:

“Oh (Divine) Mother, all is done after thine own sweet will.
Thou art in truth self-willed, redeemer of mankind.
Thou workest thine own work, men only call it theirs...
Thou art the operator, and I am a mere machine.
The house am I, and Thou the Spirit dwelling there.
I am the chariot, and thou the charioteer
I move along as Thou, O Mother, movest me”
There is also a beautiful prayer, that echoes similar ideas, in the Tmitation of Christ’ by Thomas a Kempis who was
a Christian mystic of the fifteenth century. One translated version of the prayer is as follows:
“Lord! I am bearing Thy Cross.
Thou hast laid it upon me.
And grant me strength

That I can bear it unto death”

Finally, we may encounter efficient and sincere workers (Naisthika-karmi) in our everyday lives, but ideal workers (Kar-
ma-yogi) are few and far between. The primary variance between them lies in the fact that while the former are unable
to rid themselves of desires, attachments, egotism, anger and other adverse emotions, and thus become victims of per-
sistent stress and turmoil, the latter have been freed from them, and consequently enjoy peace, happiness and fulfilment.
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They alone live, who live for others

Swami Divyanathananda

Nippon Vedanta Kyokai
(Vedanta Society of Japan)

In a letter written from Chicago to the Maharaja of Mysore, Swami Vivekananda concluded with the following lines:

My noble Prince, this life is short, the vanities of the world are transient, but they alone live who live for others, the
rest are more dead than alive.

Swamiji was urging his countrymen to dedicate their lives for the welfare of others. Swamiji's words were not left un-
heard. As we shall see in our discussion, several noble young men and women have dedicated their lives for serving
God in man and have transformed this theory of Swamiji into actual practice.

The first service activity at Sargachi: Swami Akhandananda

During the period 1896-97, after the Mahasamadhi of Sri Ramakrishna, while some of the monastic disciples were
undertaking austerities at the Baranagar Math, Swami Akhandanandaji went out for a pilgrimage in West Bengal. He
went to Navadwip, the birthplace of Chaitanya Mahaprabhu. While returning from there, he passed through a place
called Sargachi. Drought had broken out there, and he saw that men and women had been reduced to mere skeletons
for want of food. His heart broke down.

One particular incident moved him deeply. A small girl, sitting on the earth was sobbing and by her side lay broken
parts of an earthen pitcher, and water had spilled around that pitcher. Perhaps, she had collected some water for her
family and while filling it up, it had broken, so out of deep remorse, she was sobbing, unable to find out a way to get
water. Akhandanandaji purchased a pitcher and gave it to her. He also distributed food to some poor people. Next day
as he was going to return, he heard a divine voice, urging him to stay there. Consecutively he heard this voice for three
days. He wrote to his brother disciples at Belur Math and informed them about his desire to serve the drought-stricken
people. Swami Vivekananda was resting at Darjeeling, Akhandanandaji wrote to him too, and he replied that his heart
leaped in joy on hearing that Akhandanandaji is serving the helpless people in drought hit areas. Swamiji also sent two
young novices with some money. Thus started the first service activities of Ramakrishna Mission.

Akhandanandaji successfully carried out relief operations in the drought-stricken area, and after it was over, he started
an orphanage in a village called Mahula with some orphan boys. It went on for some time, and after nearly 14 years,
he purchased a huge piece of land and shifted the orphanage to its permanent location. He gave the boys basic educa-
tion and taught them skills which would also help them make their living. Thus, with the idea that worshipping living
beings is the same as worshipping Shiva, he carried out service activities there.

Plague in Kolkata and service of Sister Nivedita

When the plague broke out in 1899 in Calcutta, Swamiji plunged into action. He delegated the entire responsibility
of looking after the plague relief work on Sister Nivedita and Swami Sadananda. Plague was a dangerous and highly
infectious disease, and it was unthinkable to assign a person to look after the operation of relief work, who has just
arrived from a foreign land. But Swamiji didn’t hesitate. A committee was formed, with Nivedita as the President and
Swami Sadananda was her assistant.

Keeping the locality clean was the foremost task, hence Swami Sadanandaji, with the help of some sweepers started
cleaning the streets. An appeal for donations was published in the local newspapers and soon donations started pour-
ing in. Nivedita gave a lecture on ‘Plague and the responsibility of Youths’ at the Classic Theatre of Kolkata. The effect
was immediate. As many as fifteen young people volunteered to take part in the relief work. The plague relief operation
was highly successful, and it drew the attention of the intelligentsia and the Government too.

Dr. Radha Govinda Kar observed, ‘During this time, Nivedita could be seen in almost every locality of plague-hit areas

as the embodiment of compassion. She reached out to the effected people in every way. To financially support a plague
patient, she even gave up her daily portion of milk. In those days, her only food was milk and fruits!”
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An eye- witness narrated how she served them: ‘One afternoon I went to the hut of a family where a small girl was
suffering. In that damp, dirty hut, Nivedita nursed her from dusk to dawn, and from dawn to dusk leaving her own
occupation. Although she knew that the girl couldn’t be cured, yet she didn’t stop nursing her. After suffering for a
couple of days, the girl passed away. At the end, when the girl was lying in the lap of Nivedita, she mistook Nivedita
for her own Mother and yelled, Mother! Mother! This incident had put an indelible mark in Nivedita’s heart’

In fact, Nivedita during the plague relief work exhibited wonderful dexterity of work, and a compassionate heart and
she not only became known among the people of Calcutta but also earned their respect and admiration.

The Sevashrama at Kankhal : Dedication of Swamis Kalyanananda and Nischayananda

Many young men, inspired by the life-giving ideas of Swami Vivekananda had joined the monastery at Belur Math
to take up the life of renunciation. In this context, the contributions of Swami Kalyanananda and Nischayananda are
especially worth mentioning. Swami Kalyanananda, after joining the Belur Math and serving there whole-heartedly
for some time, set out for a pilgrimage to North India.

In Rajputana, a famine had stricken, and it disturbed him. There he met another brother disciple-Swami Swarupanan-
da. Both decided to serve the people. By begging for funds, they used to serve cooked food to as many as 300 fam-
ine-stricken people. When Swamiji came to know of this, he was very much pleased. Swamiji asked Kalyananan-
daji whether he could do something for the sick and ailing monks in the Rishikesh-Haridwar belt. Kalyananandaji
accepted this idea as a command from the Guru. Swami Swarupanandaji and himself - together went to Nainital
to raise funds. Kalyananandaji started his seva work at Kankhal by hiring two rooms for a rent of about Rs. 3 per
month.

He procured some Homeopathy medicine. Everyday he would move from hut to hut where the Sadhus lived, en-
quiring about their well-being. If he found a sadhu who was sick, he would take him to the ashrama and look after
him. He would prepare food and feed him. After some time, Swami Nischayanandaji another disciple of Swamiji
joined him. Both devoted heart and soul for serving the sick and ailing monks and the outcastes. If any patient died,
they carried the dead body on their own shoulders and performed the funeral.

Swami Kalyanananda also decided to serve the pilgrims coming for the Kumbha Mela and this too became a part of
the Ashrama’s schedule of activities. He also initiated a night school for the outcastes. In those days, the government
did not pay much attention to the outcastes. Both- Kalyanananda and Nischayanandaji felt intensely for the neglect-
ed sections of the society- the scavengers, sweepers and those who worked in cremation grounds.

Ramakrishna Mission Sevashrama, Varanasi

Charuchandra, a young man living in Varanasi had heard about Swami Vivekananda. He started subscribing to the
Udbodhan magazine and would carefully go through the articles published therein. He slowly got acquainted with
some young men at Varanasi who had great admiration for Swamiji. Every evening, they would gather at the house
of Kedarnath, another young man in that circle, and would read and discuss articles of Udbodhan.

One day, as he was reading the poem “To a friend” - a composition of Swamiji, blood stirred through his veins and
with a great upsurge of emotion flowing through his body, he went to the house of another friend called Jaminiran-
jan and read it out. It was a practice of Jaminiranjan to take a dip in the Ganga, visit Viswanath Temple and spend
his time in spiritual practices. Next day, as he was returning from the Temple, he came across an old lady, almost at
the verge of death, lying on the street. The three friends served her with utmost care. That was the beginning of the
future Sevashrama.
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Charuchandra took the vow of service and along with his friends searched from lane to lane for old and sick peo-
ple and whenever they found any, they would bring them home, serve them, and provide medicines too. Thus, the
seeds of the future Sevashrama were sown. In the year 1900 at a place called Rampura, a house was rented, which
housed the Sevashrama. It was first known as the Poor Men’s Relief Association. Swamiji however, advised them to
serve men, not from the point of view of compassion, but as service to God. Swamiji himself wrote the appeal for
the Sevashrama. In 1906, a plot of land in the Luxa area was purchased with the help of wealthy devotees of Bengal.
In 1910, the first building came up, which housed wards for the patients.

Swami Muktananda : Bon Bihari Maharaj

Swami Muktananda, or Bon Bihari Maharaj, joined the Ramakrishna Mission Sevashrama at Varanasi as a novice.
He literally carried out his service to the patients as a form of worship. Such was his dedication, that he became
a legend. Bon Baba, as he was popularly known, worked in the surgical department of the Ramakrishna Mission
Sevashrama.

Working day after day with dexterity, he had developed extraordinary ability to predict how long will wounds
take to heal, just by looking at them. He was so skilled that the wounds bandaged by him healed faster compared
to those bandaged by others. Even at odd hours, sometimes at midnight, if a patient came, and if Bon Baba was
informed, without the slightest hesitation, he would attend to him.

When he grew old, he developed rheumatism in his legs, due to working in a standing posture for long hours. An
attendant would take him to the surgical ward in a wheelchair, and he would happily attend to the patients. It is
seen that those who work in hospitals for many years are no longer emotionally affected by the death of patients.
But Swami Muktananda was unlike them. He showed great sympathy for the bereaved relatives of patients who had
passed away. His loving and sympathetic heart endeared him to all.

Swami Prabhananda : Ketaki Maharaj

Ketaki Maharaj had joined as a novice at the Dacca Ashrama. After some years the authorities sent him to Cherra-
punji to explore the possibilities of starting some welfare activities for the tribal people there. Ketaki Maharaj went
there and serving for ten years, he established branch centers of Ramakrishna Mission at Shella, Cherrapunji and
Shillong.

Within a few months he learnt the Khasi language. At first, He started a night school, which was expanded to a ju-
nior school for students till sixth grade and then to a high school. He wrote textbooks in the Khasi language. Shella
is situated at the foothills of Khasi hills, while Cherrapunji is located at 3000 ft. higher altitude. Those days, people
had to climb the hills on foot to reach Cherrapunji. Ketaki Maharaj was required sometimes to climb up and down
3/4 times a week.

Ketaki Maharaj blended well with the tribal people. He lived with them, shared their joys and sorrows, educated
them to be self-sufficient and injected in them the life-giving words of Vedanta, and message of Sri Ramakrishna
and Vivekananda. However, his body couldn’t bear with the hard life of working in the hills. He became almost
bedridden, and a local devotee took the responsibility to serve him. Later, accepting the demands of the village
people of Sylhet, his native place, he spent his last days there. However, even in so much of physical suffering, he
greeted all with a smiling face.

The above incidents show us how the ideas of Swami Vivekananda were not just ideas, and how they transformed

ordinary people into Saints. These examples serve as inspirations for us to imbibe the life-giving ideas of Swami
Vivekananda into our own lives.
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Reflecting on our past and looking ahead

Sudeb Chattopadhyay

As the introduction in our website (www.batj.org) states, our activities started in a small scale with a few Bengali fam-
ilies from West Bengal, who wanted to celebrate the rich heritage here in Tokyo with our Japanese friends very eager
to experience such events. Ever since we started our cultural heritage celebration and cultural exchange activities in
Japan as a non-incorporated association in 1981, we have grown considerably as an association, with participation of
members increasing every year, sometimes making it difficult to get appropriate facilities to hold such events. These
factors have caused a significant increase in required activities and complex financial transactions. Accordingly, to
solve these issues smoothly, with an organization designed to efficiently manage the relevant activities, it was decided
to register the association as an Ippanshadan houjin (incorporated association). We also thought that this will improve
the credibility of the association, and facilitate smooth operation with our bank.

Looking back, to be honest, I do not remember in detail all the events we have held so far. So, I shall briefly touch on
the memories of the events when we started them. Back then we did not have a formal name, and introduced us as the
Bengali community in Tokyo to our Japanese friends. To make sure that there is no confusion about our Indian origin,
we selected the Japanese name as “Indojinno Tsudoi” when I opened the bank account in that name in 1989. We used
this association name whenever we needed to rent a facility to hold an event. The name BAT] was introduced when
we first published the Sharodiya publication named Anjali during Durga Puja in 1995. BAT] was later adopted as the
website domain name when it was registered in 2003.

The three main events that we have been organizing since our inception are Saraswati puja started in 1981, musical
night presenting Gurudev Rabindranath Tagore’s composition (precursor of Rabindra Jayanti celebration) started with
our Japanese friends in 1987, and Durga puja started in 1990. We thus represent the oldest Bengali community from
India in Tokyo to hold such events regularly, and we are happily proud about that. I shall briefly touch on the inception
of each such event in the following.

Saraswati Puja

Goddess Benzaiten worshipped in Japan is known to have its origin in the worship of Goddess Saraswati in the Hindu
tradition. So, when the few senior women in the community first discussed the proposal of Saraswati Puja with their
Japanese friends, they were very eager to participate. For the female organizers in the Bengali community, it was also
an opportunity to introduce their school going children to the heritage, albeit in a setting with many constraints. All
they needed was someone to perform the duties of a priest, and that is how I came into the picture as an organizer.
I took up the responsibility of doing all the rituals in a foreign land, with strong backing of my father providing the
details of the procedure to be followed in performing the Puja. Unlike in West Bengal, we cannot perform immersion
of deities in rivers or ponds here, so to keep things simple, the decision was to start with a framed picture of the God-
dess, that can be safely kept in my house for reuse. The main female organizers were Late Ms. Karabi Mukherjee, Late
Mrs. Manjulika Hanari, and Mrs. Seuli Dasgupta (Mr. Ranjan Gupta’s elder sister who now lives in the US). The main
puja equipment and accessories, including the mango leaves were all arranged by Mrs. Hanari. I performed the puja
in a place in Bunkyo-ku on February 8, 1981, in which about 50 persons (Indians and Japanese) attended. After the
puja and offering of puspanjali the attendees ate prosad (fruits and sweets) which was followed by serving vegetarian
lunch prepared by the female organizers with help from their Japanese friends. After that we had a cultural program,
which included songs, and instrumental performances. Professor Masatoshi Konishi

of Hosei University, a close friend
of Late Mr. Kalyan Dasgupta (hus-
band of Mrs. Seuli Dasgupta), was
very impressed by the devotion
and enthusiasm of the female or-
ganizers and the details of the ritu-
al and asked me write an article in
Japanese on the occasion.

This was published in the maga-
zine Daihourin (KV%#ii) in 1981V,
By the grace of God and dedicated
participation of our members and
well-wishers, we have been able to
carry on the tradition so far, and
this year marked the 45th year of
such celebration by us.
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Musical Night presenting Gurudev Rabindranath Tagore’s Dance Drama

Rabindranath Tagore, the first Asian recipient of Nobel prize in literature is quite well-known in Japan, especially
among people who have active interest in Indian culture and history. When we started our activities as a close-knit
small group in 1981, families of Mr. Syamal Kar and Mr. Ranjan Gupta had not arrived in Japan yet. They came in 1986
and 1983, respectively and gradually got involved in the activities. Gurudev Tagore’s “Abhisaar” dance drama presenta-
tion, the first such event organized by us in 1987, in which they were also involved, was more of an attempt to present
the dance drama to our Japanese and Indian friends, than a celebration of the great poet’s birthday usually held in the
month of May. The old photographs suggest the timing was December, 1987, and looking at them after about 37 years,
I recognized five senior women (Late Ms. Karabi Mukherjee, Late Mrs. Sukla Sengupta, Mrs. Mitra Pal, Mrs. Ajanta
Gupta, and Mrs. Rita Kar) who were central figures as participants, and our activities took shape under the leadership
of Mr. Santanu Sengupta (a 1969 Mechanical Engineering graduate from IIT KGP, my alma mater) and his wife Sukla
who choregraphed the dance part in the presentation of Abhisaar, in cooperation with the Japanese group. Incidental-
ly, Mr. Sengupta was a graduate of Ballygunge Government High School, and remembered my maternal grandfather
Mr. Brajendranath Mukherjee, a teacher of English there, about whom Mr. Satyajit Ray wrote in his memoirs ?. He was
pleasantly surprised to meet his teacher’s grandson in Tokyo, and encouraged me to assist him. Although I do not have
any formally presentable musical skill, I used to play electric Hawaiian guitar back then. My wife, Keiko, who can play
the piano would accompany me on her piano when I played the guitar at home. On being nudged by Mr. Sengupta, we
quietly got involved and participated in the event as accompanying musicians. Two other persons who were quite in-
volved in such activities were Dr. P. S. Das who was the then Counseller (S&T) in the Indian Embassy, and Mr. Nirmal
Pal who was a colleague of Mr. Sengupta at IBM. I knew Dr. Das very well from my days in IIT Kharagpur (1971-1976)
where he was a professor and taught us. He knew that I was here, and contacted me immediately after being posted
here, and gradually got deeply involved in our cultural activities. The full team of participants and accompanying
musicians would gather at Mr. Sengupta’s residence on weekends for rehearsals and fine-tuned the performance de-
tails for the final presentation. Ms. Karabi Mukherjee with help from her Japanese friends prepared the pamphlet (in
English and Japanese) for the audience to introduce the story in the dance drama. My wife Keiko with help from Ms.
Karabi Mukherjee booked the hall in Meguro-ku. The attached photographs capture the ambience of the day’s events.

e A i |
Mrs. Sengupta in the role of Basabdatta
and in the backstage, | am playing the
guitar and on my left Keiko is playing the
keyboard.

i {

Professor Azuma (far right) I (on far right) am getting introduced here
by Mr. Sengupta.

Mr. Sengupta introducing the participants

Standing from the right are: Mr. Nirmal Pal, Mrs.
Ajanta Gupta, Mr. Ranjan Gupta, Dr. P. S. Das,
and myself

All the participants (on the right are the Indian
women, and on the left are the Japanese par-
ticipants)
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In the later years, we could not continue such activity every year, and started taking part in the Rabindra Jayanti pro-
gram organized by Ms. Tomoko Kambe. She was a direct disciple of Mr. Santidev Ghose in Santiniketan, and is a pio-
neer in introducing Rabindra sangeet and associated dance performance in Japan through her Japanese students. She
was also a close friend of Late Ms. Karabi Mukherjee, and always sought her help, whenever she wanted to understand
the deeper meaning within the verses in the writings of Rabindranath Tagore. Ms. Mukherjee helped her to compile
the Japanese translation of “Shisu Bholanath.” These days, she is unable to organize such events, but enthusiastically
takes part in the events we organize.

Durga Puja

I started the Durga puja here in the role of priest in 1990. As usual Keiko with help from Karabidi booked the Mine-
machi hall in Ota-ku, that had by then become a regular place for celebrating our Saraswati puja. These were the days
much before the time we experienced a surge in Bengali population of Indian
origin due to the need for IT engineers who came here to take care of Y2K
problem for their Japanese clients. Our first Durga Puja came to fruition only
due to the intense enthusiasm of the same senior women who were highly in-
fluential in my decision to become the permanent priest in starting Saraswati
Puja in 1981. As the Durga puja event needed a much more complex planning
and execution, this was orchestrated by another able manager at that time, Mr.
Santanu Sengupta, whom I introduced in the description of our first attempt
at organizing Rabindranath’s dance drama here. In 1998, on the 9th year of
our celebration, I first wrote (in Japanese) about Durga Puja here ¥. I have also
written in detail (in Bengali) about our celebration of Durga Puja in Anjali
2014 ¥, commemorating the 25th year of such celebration. An English version
based on the same article was published in Anjali 2022 *, when 26 years of
Anjali publication was celebrated. Also, my wife Keiko, wrote an article in Jap-
anese in Anjali 2014, summarizing her experiences of Durga Puja here for 25
years. So, I shall not go into much detail here, and only share some photographs
that have not been published before, to rekindle memories of our past members
involved in the celebration in 1990.

I still have the framed picture of Goddess Durga
that we used then. I now use it at home to offer my ¢
prayers on actual puja day, Saptami or Ashtami, #
as depicted in the attached photograph (on right),
avoiding our actual BAT] celebration day for that
year.

Looking ahead

During 1981-2020, I performed the puja (Saraswati Puja from 1981, and Durga Puja from 1990) as the priest (with
breaks in three years of 2012, 2014, and 2018 because of bereavement in my family in Kolkata). In addition to the
activities of priest, from around 1986 onwards, another duty I took up was to prepare the bhog (vegetarian khichuri,
payesh, and sandesh) offering to the deity. I had a separate gas stove and a set of cooking utensils at home to be used
only for this purpose. On the day of the puja, I would take a shower after getting up around 5 in the morning and
prepare the khichuri, payesh, and sandesh as the bhog offering. I would be fasting (not even drink water) that day
until I finished performing the puja, as was the custom followed in my Kolkata home. The activity of the priest is now
diligently performed by Mr. Anirvan Mukherjee, a representative of the younger generation, to whom I have officially
passed the priest baton in 2021. Actually, he also helped me on the three occasions of bereavement in my family, when
I could not perform the puja. The preparation of the bhog (khichuri and payesh) is now carried out by his wife, Mrs.
Sraboni Mukherjee. I am grateful that they accepted my request and diligently carrying out these vital puja activities
since 2021.
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Asanon-incorporated association, when I opened our MUF] bank account in 1989, the bank account included the
association name “Indojinnotsudoi” and my name as one official of the association. It was not a personal account;
it was a bank account of the non-incorporated association, of which I was one official. The account was operated
by Late Ms. Karabi Mukherjee (Karabidi), until about two years before she left Japan to relocate in Kolkata. After
that I operated the account, and as I reached 65 and wanted to retire from all the BAT] associated duties, I handed
over the operation to Mr. Partha Kumar, whereby the name of the official handling the account was changed to
Partha’s name in 2020, retaining the non-incorporated organization name in the account. For the formally regis-
tered association we do not need any individual’'s name and opened a new internet banking account, better suited
to modern needs for cashless transactions. This is now operational and will be the official banking account going
forward. We will close the old MUF]J account soon and transfer the funds to the new account.

At the time of transferring the operation of the bank account to Partha, I also transferred the activities of main-
taining the website, which I had done since 2007, to Mrs. Lia Kumar (Partha’s wife). This part took a lot of effort on
my part, as I had to prepare a detailed manual for the tasks to be performed by the administrator, so that a person
not familiar with website workings and HTML programming can easily perform the necessary tasks. So far, this
transfer of website administration activity seems to be going well.

My association with Anjali from the time of its inception in 1995 was as a literary contributor ¥ *'. T used to write
articles in Japanese, for the Japanese section, mainly to introduce our unique culture and customs to our Japanese
friends. Later at around 2000, I got involved in some editing (looking after the Japanese section in collaboration
with my wife Keiko) and other publishing (mainly around the advertisement section) activities much later. Along
with the transfer of operation of the bank account and website administration, I also retired from the activities of
publishing Anjali, transferring most of the activities to Mr. Sanjib Chanda and Mr. Ranjan Gupta who has touched
on this aspect of my BATT activities in his article published in Anjali 2022 '?.

One other activity that I was involved from around 1985 onwards, probably the most difficult, was to book the
facilities for each event. To this end, my wife Keiko assisted me throughout, and helped us navigate the intricate
Japanese custom and process of paperwork involved. She would always smilingly assure the facility administrators
that rules will be strictly followed (which unfortunately was not always the case) and help alleviate their doubts
about the behavior of a group of foreigners. For the people in charge of the facilities this was a great relief, knowing
that they can always go to her, a Japanese, should there be a need to remind us about any potentially improper
behavior on our part. However, that does not mean, we were successful all the time. Many facilities we had used
earlier, refused to accommodate us in our later attempts. Through such bitter experiences we gradually learned to
be more careful about cleanliness, finishing on time, and making sure that we do not inadvertently annoy other
Japanese people using the common places in the public facility. At times, I had to be stern like a headmaster re-
minding students to mind their manners, and many members were often upset with that. But in the end, members
came to understand the issues and gradually became a bit more disciplined, and that way we have managed to
look more credible to the facility authorities these days, and face fewer hurdles in booking the facilities. Keiko
and I are still carrying on this activity (with the exception on three or four occasions when Mrs. Meeta Chanda/
Mr. Sanjib Chanda or Mrs. Lia Kumar/Mr. Partha Kumar took charge), as nobody is willing as yet to fully take up
the responsibility. We hope to pass this baton to the younger members before my management term in the formal
association expires in 2026.

When we started in 1981, I was in my 20s, and the older members, some of whom are no more, were also quite
young being in their 30s or 40s. Thus, after continuing with the tradition for over 44 years, the remaining older
generation, members since the 1980s, have happily become senior citizens, and one central idea of making the
association formal was to enable us, the senior citizen generation, to gradually and smoothly transfer the business
function execution responsibility to younger generation in a structured and amicable manner. We are eagerly
looking forward to such change as we as a community continue the tradition of celebrating our rich heritage in
Tokyo.
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I want to conclude with a few personal remarks. In over 40 years that I was involved in the puja activities as priest,
I spent most of my time engaged in conducting the ritual for most part of the day of the event, and I had very
little opportunity of meeting the newcomers and get to know them. As a result, after almost more than 44 years
of involvement in BAT] activities, I must admit that I know very few of the participating members of the younger
generation (especially the ones who have come to Japan after 2015 or the floating population who were here only
for a few years), and they have no idea about my long involvement in three main crucial aspects (facility booking,
duties of a priest, and communication with hall management regarding pressing issues) of the events we organize.
Writing this article is an attempt to introduce myself to such new people, who might have always wondered, who
I am. I am not a very social person as such, and do not claim to be an expert on Japan and Japanese customs. Al-
though I have already spent 45 years in Japan, and now leading a retired life here, I still feel like I know very little
about this country and its people. The country and people I knew in 1979 when I first landed in Japan, are vastly
different now, especially the people of the younger generation. But it is still a place I love to live in. The point is, I
am here by choice, and will spend the rest of my life here with my wife.

I think that I am more Japanese than Indian now by following the Japanese proverb “#fIZ AUZHFIZHEZ” or as
the saying goes, “When in Rome, do as the Romans do,” and I am happy with that transformation. I view that as
a key step in my assimilation here.

Thank you and Happy Durga Puja 2025.
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Lotus Viewing at Sankeien: A Garden in

Yokohama for All Seasons

Rita Kar

Sankeien Garden, in Yokohama was created over a span of 21 years in the early 1900s by silk merchant Sankei Hara.
A beautifully landscaped garden, which was once a private sanctuary for the Hara family is today, a world where
natural beauty, historic architecture and cultural legacy exist in perfect harmony. Kakushokaku, Hara’s private res-
idence and the first building erected at Sankeien, was not only the family home but also a vibrant hub of artistic
exchange. Hara displayed his extensive collection of artworks there and hosted some of Japan’s most avant-gar-
de artists of the time. While in residence at the garden, famed nihonga masters Yokoyama Taikan and Maeda
Seison created remarkable works. The garden also inspired thought leaders such as philosopher Watsuji Tetsuro
and Rabindranath Tagore. During his two and a half months of stay here in 1916, Tagore composed Stray Birds, his
lyrical collection of poems that continues to resonate across cultures.

Spring arrives in the garden with a spectacular burst of plum and cherry blossoms. In summer, the garden awakens
early—lotus flowers bloom at dawn, rising delicately from the still waters of the pond. Their soft pink and white pet-
als glow in the morning light but by mid day, the blossoms gently close. In autumn, red maples and golden ginkgo
trees cast a warm glow over the paths.

We visited the garden one summer morning with friends, when the garden has special opening hours for ear-
ly-morning lotus viewing and were amazed by the beauty of the lotuses. The weeping willows swayed gently in the
warm breeze, their branches brushing lightly above the delicate blossoms. Pine trees stood tall nearby, their cones
firm and textured against the softness of the lotus petals in full bloom. While all around us, cicadas chirped in cho-
rus. It was a moment that captured all the senses, one we'll always remember.
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The cherry tree grows on you

Ambassador Sanjay Bhattacharyya

When we moved into our home in Daizawa, Swamiji kindly consented to perform griha pravesh puja. A few Jap-
anese friends sat cross legged through the ceremony in rapt attention. Later that evening, Masako and her disciple
captivated our guests with a scintillating performance of Odissi dance. It was an invocation to an auspicious be-
ginning as we settled down in our quiet neighbourhood with its clear stream, sakura grove and family restaurants.
Sometime later, when we hosted a hanami gathering in our garden, blessed with two cherry trees on one side and
a bamboo grove on the other, Kaneko san came dressed in a kimono while Matsumoto san brought his opera
glasses to view the sakura blossoms. We felt our affection for the Japanese way of life had been acknowledged.

Our tenure in Japan from 2007-2010 was indeed in fortunate times. The political climate was encouraging, eco-
nomic cooperation was thriving and cultural connections were bringing people closer. We met people passionate
about collaborations and tours across the beautiful land introduced us to a fascinating culture. Memorable expe-
riences enriched our lives and brought us closer to the spirit of Japan.

It was thus with a sense of anticipation that we embarked on our recent visit to Japan, 15 years after we left, to re-
live beautiful memories. We met many old friends and visited our favourite haunts. Ranu and I were pleased that
in this rapidly transforming world some relationships endure and become more precious.

We also had new experiences, perhaps more popular with the Japanese than foreigners, which provided insights
to how they cherish their heritage and seek beauty and perfection in whatever they do.

Rice planting ceremony

Bengalis and Japanese are passionate about fish and rice. We can have it at breakfast, lunch and dinner, 365 days a
year. The onset of rain signals the time to plant our favourite staple. So when we learnt of the Otayue rice planting
ceremony at Sumiyoshi Taisha Shrine in Osaka we could not resist. The setting was serene and ritualistic, and the
ceremony transported us to its Shinto origins. The feudal lord led a procession of dancers and musicians dressed
in ceremonial costumes. The farmers planted rice seedlings in a flooded field, accompanied by the soulful strains
of the shakuhachi and incantations expressing gratitude to nature’s cycle. The sky was overcast with a light drizzle
but the throngs of Japanese, both old and young, testified their belief in the sacred relationship between man and
nature.

Gold leaf making

When noted artist Yamada san and Mami learnt we
were visiting Kyoto they insisted we meet Hori san,
whose family had developed gold leaf some 350 years
ago. Although Kanazawa is now the leading producer
of gold leaf, its origins are in Kyoto, where it was made
manually by pressing gold alloy between sheets of pa-
per. Gold, deemed precious and sacred, was used in rit-
ual objects, lacquerware and even on temples. Horikin
made the finest gold leaf, which was used in Kinkakuji
Temple. We reached Horikin workshop, in the heart of old Kyoto, to be greeted by Hori san’s wife, who introduced
us to the fine art and the family’s contribution to modernisation of the process and production of innovative items
such as edible gold leaf. The best part was drawing patterns with glue and then applying the gold leaf on it before
brushing away the exposed parts to unveil our own gold leaf art!

Kimono painting
While kimonos may not be as popular in daily life, they are worn by both men and women on special occasions.
Our friend Magsooda took us to the workshop of a sumie master who paints kimonos in Kanazawa. He learnt

the art after years of apprenticeship under his master.

www.batj.org 64 Durga Puja 2025



Kaga Yuzen art expresses the rugged beauty of the land and reflects samurai culture. He pointed out that unlike
the lavish use of gold and embroidery in kimonos from
Kyoto, the imperial seat, the Kanazawa kimonos were less
ornate but as beautiful and sophisticated. He has two ap-
prentices who will carry forth the tradition, noting there
is a revival in the practice of wearing the kimono.

Sake festival

You don't really know Japan until you've sampled sake. W T o b
Made from the polished kernel of grains of rice, sake is a \ \
sophisticated drink that benefits from grain, terroir and ,
water from snowy mountains. Takayama is a pilgrimage p = 3
for sake lovers. At the Hida sake festival we sought out

breweries, easily identifiable with the huge sugidama, ce-

dar leaf ball, hanging above the door. It was a heady ritual

sampling sake in traditional ceramic or wooden cups from magnum-sized bottles as well as coin-operated dis-
pensers. A sake festival is serious business as one keeps a scorecard to assess different brands for aroma, flavour,
grain quality and overall experience. Sake flavours vary across the country but remain the favourite accompani-
ment for gourmet kaiseki meals.

I sometimes wonder if it was the sustained period of peace and isolation at the end of the Tokugawa period that
kindled the quest for harmony and excellence or was it the engagement with western civilisation after the Meiji
Restoration that led Japan to great heights while it retained its uniqueness. Our recent visit has whetted the appe-

tite for future explorations and discoveries.
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Devi Sukta of Rig Vida

Devajyoti Sarkar

The Devi Sukta of the Rig Veda is a foundational text for the Shakta tradition of Hinduism. It represents the earli-
est depiction of the goddess as the ultimate reality and the source of all creation. Its emphasis on the Divine Fem-
inine is a significant departure from the patriarchal narratives that arguably characterizes much of the Rig Veda.

The Rishika of this Sukta is Vaak Ambhrini, the Devi herself. “Sukta” means praise. The Rig Veda is comprised of
more than a thousand Suktas. It comes from a time when we had a different relationship to God and in this case
Goddess. These are not prayers, they are praise. This is one of a rare few Suktas that are written in the form of

self-praise.
In its structure and style, the Devi Sukta stands alone.

Rig Veda 10.125 (10th Mandala, 125th Sukta)
Devi: Vaak Ambrini

Rishika: Vaak Ambhrini

Translated by: Devajyoti Sarkar
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I move with the Rudras and the Vasus, with the Adityas and Vishvadevas I,
I sustain Mitra and Varuna, Indra and Agni, and the two Ashvins.
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I press Soma, I sustain Tvashtr with Pushan and Bhaga.
I give wealth to the sacrificer who praises well and offers oblation.
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I am Queen, I collect treasure, I am radiant, the first of worship,

I have put the Gods in their places, mighty stations where only the mighty may enter.
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Through me (they) eat food, who sees, who breathes, who hears words spoken (does so through me),
They who do not think of me perish, those who can hear I tell what is worth hearing.
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I, and I alone, speak that which adorns both gods and men,
Those I love I make mighty, make him a brahman, a rishi, a sage.
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I bend Rudra’s bow so that his arrow may slay those who hate Brahma,
I do battle for the people, I permeate both heaven and earth.
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I arose from my father’s forehead, my womb is the Apsu at the ocean’s end,
There I stand with the Anu people of the water , the Amu touch the heaven through me.
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It is I who makes the wind blow, I commenced (the creation) of all the worlds,
Beyond heaven, beyond earth, so vast am I in greatness.
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The Power Of Miracles

Shoubhik Pal

Kids these days use all kinds of strange words. Delulu, solulu, slay, glazing, cap, no cap. Another one of
these strange words is doomscrolling - which a Gen Z website called ‘Urban Dictionary’ defined as ‘the act
of endlessly scrolling through bad news on social media or news websites, often causing increased anxiety’

Quite a strange word, made all the more strange by me doing the very exact thing earlier this year. It was
quite justified, to be honest - the first part of this year was very doom & gloom, both in an overall & In-
dia perspective. The Pahalgam attacks, Operation Sindoor, a deadly stampede the day after RCB won its
first IPL - all these things happened seemingly days after one another, and it all culminated with the most
shocking event of them all- AI 171, from Ahmedabad to London Gatwick, crashing into a hostel canteen a
mere 30 seconds after taking flight. Everyone on board feared to be dead, many killed on-ground as well.
A truly devastating tragedy.

It was when I was doomscrolling late on the day this crash happened, sifting through news coverage to
figure out what’s real & what’s not, that something truly strange happened. BREAKING NEWS - reports of
a survivor from the crash. A sole survivor, 242 people on that plane, 241 confirmed dead, 1 sole survivor.
Mr. Vishwashkumar Ramesh, seated at 11A, an emergency exit seat that detached from the main wreck-
age, prompting an extraordinary survival and an even more extraordinary narrative shift - a tragedy that
suddenly & swiftly turned into a miracle.

I say this not to discount all the lives lost in that tragedy - they will forever be in my prayers - but rather
to amplify the power of miracles. This particular miracle turned a tragedy into an unbelievable story of
survival against all odds. From my perspective, it turned a particularly pessimistic mood into something
a little more optimistic. Not to mention, it turned 11A into the most coveted seat in any Indian aircraft
moving forward. (It’s true, prices for that seat are double compared to other ones.)

And speaking of that particular pessimism, I needed more happy
thoughts to remove it completely. So I went on ChatGPT (which I
seem to be using a lot for work but that’s for another Anjali article)
and asked for all the miracles it could throw to make me feel better
about the world. Many were thrown, and as I was going through
literally hundreds of them, my brain started placing each one into
succinct categories. Thought, I'd share them with you, so fasten
your seatbelts - this article is about to get real positive.

Let’s first start with nature’s miracles - seemingly unbelievable

events simply due to the beautiful complexities of our world:

o One of the driest places on Earth - the Atacama Desert in
Chile, sometimes going decades without rain - suddenly erupts
in wildflowers at the first occurrence of showers. Pink, purple
& yellow blossoms covering miles of desert like a regal carpet -
and no, it’s not a mirage. (It is beautiful, though. =»)
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Let’s move on ourselves to the miracles of the human body - which are tech- £
nically a subset of nature’s miracles, but more focused on us as a species:

Speaking of life & death, the wood frog (native to Alaska and Siberia) survives the entire winter by literal-
ly being frozen solid. It's blood freezes, it’s heart stops. It’s ‘dead’ for months... and then, in spring, it thaws
out and jumps around like nothing ever happened. Alive and thriving, thanks to the natural antifreeze
produced by its cells.

In Death Valley, USA, huge stones (weighing up to hundreds of pounds)
chart long, vivid trails over months in a dry lakebed with nothing or no
one visibly pushing them. They’re moving on their own... thanks to a
rare combo of ice, water & wind.

7-year-old Charlotte was in a deep coma when her favorite song, Adele’s Rolling in the Deep started play-
ing. (Great song, btw.) Her mother started singing along, and Charlotte, all of a sudden, smiled. Within 2
days, she started talking. Within a week, walking. The only explanation doctors gave is that the emotional
weight of that song simply switched something back on in her.

A woman with heart failure inexplicably recovered during pregnancy. The cardiac tissue had been re-
paired using fetal stem cells. The baby that saved a life before even being born.

Orthopedic surgeon Tony Cicoria was struck by lightning... or was it inspiration? Because a few days
later, he began creating original concertos on pianos - an instrument he had never played before.

As if we needed any other reason to pray to Gods like Maa Durga, but here’s one - a town held a prayer
circle for a man diagnosed with a brain tumor. Days later, the tumor disappeared.

I'm going to hit my word limit soon, so let’s brush through the next one - coincidental miracles, borne out of
sheer luck. Vishwashkumar Ramesh’s case definitely comes under this, but here are some positive ones:

A man named Wu Gang was walking when he caught & saved a toddler who fell from a second-floor
window. That would be a miracle by itself, except he did the same thing at the exact same place 2 years
later - same window, different child. (On a side note, those parents on the second floor need to sort them-
selves out.)

This is The Parent Trap movie in real life. Two college students, over a seemingly uneventful breakfast,
realize they’re half-sisters separated at birth.

Mark Twain was born in 1835, the year Halley’s Comet passed by Earth. He came with it, and he predicted
he would go with it... which exactly happened when he passed (having lived a full life) in 1910, the comet
passed through Earth again.

The last one (which I found the most problematic) were miracles of kindness:

A young boy with a rare blood type needed an urgent blood transfusion. His family posted about it online,
not expecting anything. Within hours, over 200 people came to the hospital and he was ultimately saved.
Geeta, a young Indian girl, was suffering from a condition that required a transplant, her parents couldn’t
afford. Pakistani doctors, moved by her story, brought her to Lahore and did the operation for free.
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While heartwarming, the last one in particular proved extremely problematic. Mind you, I'm getting all
this from ChatGPT, and that created a train of thought in my head. This is an act of kindness, yet Al is
deeming this a miracle. Why is that? Essentially because of the divisions we have placed on ourselves as
a species, so much so that Indians & Pakistanis being kind to each other is considered a miracle by Al I
guess it’s a reflection of the state of our world.

It’s up to us to change the context. Normalize kindness of all kinds, so they don’t end up being deemed mi-
raculous. Yet, the inverse can also be true, leveraging the sheer power of miracles to make us more thankful
of what we have - everyday activities we've normalized, that are in fact miraculous.

The alarm we wake up to, is a miracle. The commutes we take to work are miracles. You, reading this arti-
cle that I wrote from halfway around the world, is a miracle. Don’t think so? Wouldn't they be considered
miracles, say, 500 years ago? Like I said, it’s all really about changing the context.

With the blessings of Maa Durga, let'’s make miracles daily!

Healing

Shruti Upadhaya

A time when we're all children
Impressionable and young,
A little hurt could hurt a lot
Among the praises that are sung.

Here is a little story
Of someone I know
Who was always miserable
The cause unbeknown.

She was born on a cloudy summer day,
Her skin was dark,
Nothing ever saved her
From the explicit colour remarks.

At the age of four she was told
By her own peers in school
“You're dark ‘cause you don’'t shower enough’
and that ‘It’s disgusting and uncool’

The four year old was tense.
She couldn’t sleep at night
Wishing of what life would’ve been
Only if her skin was light.
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The comments on her skin, her smile,
Never really went away
‘She’s so clingy every chance she gets’
What can you expect of someone who’s always been pushed away?

She was never the best student,
She never stood out of the crowd,
All that she ever wanted
Was to make others proud.

She grew up insecure
With a sense to prove herself
to everybody she ever meets.
Alienating from her true self.

If youre an adult who's been through trauma,
Mental or physical, you know all too well
That it never really leaves you
They never bid farewell.

She has broken the cycle now
She doesn'’t live to impress.
And it’s been quite the fight to be honest
But she loved herself through all the distress.

If I ever met that four year old
I'll say whilst wiping her tears and looking her in the eye,
“You're worth all the love you get’
And that ‘whenever you smile, I see sparks fly’

This was a story
Of someone I've known
Who always faked a smile
The cause of which we now know.
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Ridges, ravines and valleys

Subhajit Deb

A fragrant afternoon breeze whipped us in our faces as we disembarked our train in bright orange livery. The ‘Hida
Express’ named after the region in Gifu, practically synonymous for excellent beef was neither fast, nor economical.
However, it made the trip from Nagoya to our hillside destination of Takayama deliciously picturesque, the driver
oftentimes slowing down for us to gulp down the pristine waterfalls, scenic valleys and hills, blazing green after the
morning showers.

We groaned as the journey ended but the train-ride had only whetted our appetites, as we hungered for adventure
over the next three days with our friends from India who accompanied us on this jaunt. Only a short walk from
Takayama eki, our home for the next couple of nights, sort of blew us away, with its ambience, décor and no shoes
policy. We gaijins were about to receive our first ryokan like experience later that evening.

With our luggage stowed, we set out for the quintessential first order of business as Bengalis; Lunch! Alas, in a small
Edo town of a few thousand, the chances of finding a place where the dreaded words of ‘last order’ hadn’t already
been uttered were sparse. We split up to double our chances but settled on stalls hawking yakitori and sushi.

As we walked through the streets of Takayama, we were enamored with how well-preserved the Edo-period houses
were and how seamlessly they had converted them to shops, cafes and sake breweries with modern interiors. These
shops lined the famed Sanmachi Suji district, where we also found reasonably priced mementos that screamed
‘kawaii, took some gram-worthy snaps with the Japanese alps in the backdrop and eventually began walking down
the Miyagawa river bank away from town; the air steadily getting chillier as darkness started to loom. After a hike
down to the river bank, we enjoyed a bit of calm and watched a lot of koi swim by. Eventually, we decided to head
back. We felt a proper dinner was in order as lunch had pretty much evaded us.

Unlike bigger cities, the quaint town of Takayama was almost deserted after sunset; but with its subtle street lights
softly illuminating the Edo style houses, it felt almost dreamlike. At an intersection, we chanced upon a truly beau-
tiful house, just barely lit by a soft yellow glow that gave the impression that it was calling to us. It turned out to be
a cat café during daytime and a calico was indeed meowing at us from a small crevice in the window. We wished
we had come to this beautiful place earlier in the day.

After enjoying dinner at a local restaurant, we waddled back to our hotel and enjoyed the complimentary ramen
they offered. With our bellies and hearts full, we turned in, excited for our next destination.

-X-

We were especially drowsy the next morning, as we boarded the first bus to Kamikochi; the gloomy overcast sky
somewhat dampening our spirits as we munched on kombini sandwiches. We grew restless as the uneventful jour-
ney lasted a bit too long. However, about two hours later, we were at the serene Taisho pond - the starting point on
the gorgeous Kamikochi hike. The route we considered would take us to the famed Kappa Bashi bridge and Myojin
and back.
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But as it turned out, even our starting point of Taisho-pond was a kaleidoscope of colours; the clear water flaw-
lessly reflecting the lush green Hokata mountains and providing endless real estate for photographs. The morn-
ing mist and mountain air made our hearts race with excitement even as grey cumulonimbus clouds assembled
in a contradictory tug of war.

As we hiked through the trail, we saw plenty of tourists; this place was by no means a secret — so much so that the
infamous bears that resided in the woods didn’t dare venture out in the open lest they photobomb a family man-
telpiece. Nevertheless, we eagerly rang every single bear repelling bell we spotted on the trail, because why not?

As we pressed on towards Tashiro pond, the scenery turned more breathtaking by the minute. The clouds some-
times parted for the sun to cut through in sharp geometric arcs; frequently prompting us to stop and soak it in.
We took a short break below Tashiro bridge where two streams of the Azusa river intersected. The water was
extremely inviting but we instantly regretted stepping in as it was bitterly cold.

The views just before we arrived at the tourist haunt of Kappa Bashi bridge were truly some of the best I've ex-
perienced in all of Japan — with the horizon opening up so wide that our eyes couldn’t cover it in a single glance;
with all sorts of colors bombarding our eyes in sensory overload. Groups of young girls were filming reels on
rocks that protruded to the edge of the river. The crowds thickened further as we ventured closer to Kappa Bashi
and finally the looming clouds won, it began raining proper.

Despite getting only a few tourist free shots atop the bridge, and walking amidst the rain, the hike was still very
pleasant the rest of the way and we remained in good spirits. The popular route was closed but we took the lon-
ger route towards Myojin which had sharp uphill climbs that had us all panting. Eventually we reached Myojin
and even stood in line for the famous picture with the Hotaka Jinja shrine and mountain backdrop.. After a
quick soba stop later, we began the long hike back to Kamikochi bus terminal.

After almost five hours of hiking, we were back where we began and boarded the bus back to Takayama as our
minds turned to warm ramen and onsen later that night.

_X_
The trip out of Takayama to our next destination was considerably more pleasant as the weather was clear, we
had, had a proper breakfast and most importantly, we were going to spend a night in the fairytale village of
‘Shirakawa-go’

Before checking in at our Ryokan, we wanted to make use of the daylight and enjoy the village. First on the list
was the hilltop vantage point which provided a panoramic view of the gassho zukuri style houses on an emerald
green canvas following the monsoon. After we got the sought after photo from the observatory, we walked along
the village — and it left us spellbound with its beauty. They say this place is ideal during the winter with snow
covering the thatched roof houses — but somehow the green backdrop was more appealing to us.
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After passing by some of the landmark houses which had been turned into makeshift museums, we found a
square with a smorgasbord of food stalls; after trying a whole lot of skewers, gyozas, sushi and croquettes, we
moved on and passed a large bridge which made for some excellent photos of our group.

Eventually we were back at the bus terminal where we took the shuttle to our ryokan. This place was quite re-
mote and nestled under a ridge with a little stream flowing beyond. Our room was rather luxurious, complete
with custom yukatas and pillows. We immediately had some tea after experiencing the chill air, being surround-
ed by mountains, the village got rather cold after nightfall and finally got some rest after three days of wandering
across the ridges and valleys.

The hot spring in this Ryokan was even more remarkable. After a quick soak and ice cream later, we assembled
for our dinner slot and were whisked off by the concierge to a private booth. Here they served us a kingly spread,
with each dish more fabulous than the last. By the eleventh dish, we were on the verge of exploding - but we
couldn’t stop gorging on the succulent fish and meats. After what felt like an eternity later, we were having des-
sert and felt I should make it a point to recommend this place to everyone. The open air onsen during the winter
would also be quite legendary. That night we slept like babies.

The morning also had an equally majestic breakfast spread which was so long that we were worried about
missing our bus to Toyama to catch the Hokiriku shinkansen back to Tokyo. At that time, we decided that this
would certainly not be the last time we would travel across rural Japan. These three days were more enjoyable
than any we had spent in the cities and we felt all the tourists only doing Kyoto and Osaka did not know what
they were missing out on.
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To My Mother

Mita Mukhopadhyay

Hello Mom,
Are you there?
I have so much to tell you,
So much to share

For four years the sickly boy you helped me raise,
Is a doctor now,
And very kind,
He treats the sick, he cares for the blind.

Can you hear me mom?
Can you see?
I've picked up the phone so often,
To call you instinctively.

You urged me to take the sickly child,
To the US if possible,
And diagnosed for what he ailed,
When doctors in India had failed.

He is a dad now
With two kids of his own
I wish you could see them,
And how beautifully
they’ve grown

Sorry Mom for not becoming a doctor,
But I have dad to thank,
He urged me to teach
And not join the bank!

I have so much to ask you mom,
About the uncles and aunts I never met,
Left behind in Bangladesh,

And that’s my biggest regret.

Tales of your life as a child
Always fascinated me,
You spun them so beautifully,
I even wrote a story!
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I should have asked you more,
I thought youd be with us forever,
Found out who my people were,
So I could meet them somewhere

I wish I could cook like you,
Believe me I tried,
Your perfect sandesh,
And the light and airy nimkees you fried.

Today is Mother’s day Mom,
Mary took me out to lunch,
We never celebrated you in a special way,
Or focused on you just for a day.

I hope I made you proud sometimes,
With all the awards I won,
The First in class badge always eluded me,
For that I am sorry!

Can you hear me mom?
Can you see?

I hope you are with the dad you loved. (Perhaps with mine too)
And that your loving brothers are all with you.
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Proposal to install
the Bust of Shri RashBehari Bose

Rohan Agrawal

Recently we have celebrated 139th birth anniversary of Shri RashBehari Bose, whose contributions make him look like a
Superhuman and an idol for Indian community in Japan. An extremely talented freedom fighter who took an unprece-
dented step and a courageous voyage to arrive in Japan. He must have faced severe challenges in Japan, given that Japan
was a British ally during first World War, despite linguistic and cultural challenges. He not only overcame these but was
also able to cultivate very strong relations with host community and played a pivotal role in the formation of Indian
National Army. Given the achievements of Shri Rash Behari Bose towards the Indian independence and as a historical
milestone in the journey of Indo-Japan friendship, it would be a great tribute to install the bust of Shri RashBehari Bose
in the Kitanomaru koen in front of the Indian Embassy, Tokyo. His memorial will inspire and encourage future genera-
tions to learn more about how Japan has played key role in supporting Indian freedom fighters. This will be the perfect
tribute as we prepare to celebrate his 140th Birth anniversary next year.

Why Shri RashBehari Bose?

Among Indian revolutionaries connected to Japan, RashBehari Bose established the deepest ties. His initial visit in 1915,
amidst British attempts to locate him due to his revolutionary actions, resulted in Japan offering him refuge. His integra-
tion into Japanese society was swift, as he became a communicator of Indian affairs:

o Delivered lectures on Indian independence and Asian solidarity.

« Cultivated relationships with Japanese dignitaries, from ministers to journalists.

» Organized support for Indian expatriates, especially students and activists.

« Authored writings in Japanese, English, and Bengali.

o Introduced Indian curry via Nakamuraya, now a household name.

« Participated in nationwide conferences to highlight Indo-Japanese cultural bonds and British exploitation.

Bose also founded the Indian Independence League in 1924, establishing himself as a pivotal figure in non-violent move-
ments leading to the Indian National Army.

Japan Connection

Arriving in Kobe on June 5, 1915, Bose quickly became a target of British authorities, prompting Japanese figures to ar-
range his protection. Key events include:

» A notable meeting in 1915 with Japanese elites discussing British tyranny.
o His controversial evasion from police with aid from Japanese supporters.
» His marriage to Toshiko Soma and eventually Japanese citizenship in 1923.

The Japanese government recognized Bose’s contributions by awarding him the Second Order of Merit of the Rising Sun,
and the emperor honored him posthumously by providing an Imperial coach for his remains.

Significance at the Indian Embassy

Despite his monumental contributions, RashBehari Bose remains under-researched and less recognized due to his ex-
tended stay in Japan. Positioning his bust at the Indian Embassy will honor his dream of an independent India and ed-
ucate citizens about his efforts. It will also highlight the critical support Japanese citizens offered, impacting the Indian
National Army’s role in ending colonial rule in Asia.
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Inclusion of Toshiko Bose

Incorporating the Bust of Toshiko Bose alongside RashBehari will further
symbolize the enduring Indo-Japanese friendship, honoring the Soma
family’s bravery in sheltering Bose during his most vulnerable times.

This proposal aims to immortalize the legacy of RashBehari and Toshiko
Bose, fostering cultural understanding and inspiring future generations.

Bose's marriage reception Bose with Japanese supporters

“Ras Behari Basu — His Struggle For India’s Independence” — Radhanath Rath & Sabitri
Prasanna Chatterjee

SringeriBelur — Articles by Saswali Sarkar, Shanmukh and Dikgaj

“India’s Biggest Cover Up"— by Anuj Dhar

“Bose of Nakamuraya: An Indian Revolutionary in Japan" — by Takeshi Nakajima
hitps://www.nakamuraya.co.| vilion/history/showa/t 191 1.htm
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Rash Behari Bose & the Nakamuraya’s Curry
~ Bringing A New Flavour to Our History ~

Ashoke Karmokar

Rash Behari Bose, a prominent Indian freedom fighter with extraordinary charisma, is a name warmly remembered
in his homeland, India. In Japan, however, he enjoys a unique fame—arguably even greater—thanks to the patented
“Indian Curry” that now graces supermarket shelves in ready-to-eat packs and is served fresh at one of Tokyo’s most
iconic restaurants, Nakamuraya.

I vividly recall my encounter with this storied curry, tasting it with my family at Nakamuraya’s branch in the base-
ment shopping arcade near Shinjuku Station. The service was warm and attentive, and I felt privileged to be dining
there. The curry—flavoured with the ‘sukta masala’ magic of Rash Behari Bose—was delicious, evoking the tastes
of my hometown. That connection felt even deeper, knowing that I, too, hail from West Bengal’s Hooghly district,
where Bose spent much of his youth.

Historical records note that Bose was born in 1886 in a rural village in Bardhhaman (now East Bardhhaman) dis-
trict, but received most of his schooling in Chandan Nagar, Hooghly, then under French colonial possession. It is
widely believed that his nationalist spirit was ignited during these formative years.

Bose’s revolutionary character became most evident in 1912 when he masterminded the attempt to assassinate the
Viceroy, Lord Hardinge, with a bomb. The blast shook the convoy, but Hardinge survived with only minor injuries.
From that moment, Bose was a marked man, constantly moving between safe houses, living underground to evade
arrest. His most daring escape came in 1915, when he fled India for Japan. There, he cultivated friendships with
Japanese journalists and sympathisers of the Indian cause—one of whom led him to the home of Nakamuraya’s
owner, where Bose hid for months.

During his time in hiding, Bose introduced the Nakamuraya household to the rich flavours of Indian cooking. The
proprietor grew fond of him and proposed that he marry his daughter, Toshiko. Bose agreed, and the marriage took
place in 1918. The couple had two children before Toshiko’s untimely demise in 1925. While grief tempered his
political activities, it also deepened his roots in Japan. By 1927, Nakamuraya had officially added “Indian Curry” to
its menu, prepared according to Bose’s recipes. The dish soon became a sensation, eclipsing even the bakery’s most
celebrated products.

Bose lived in Japan until his death in January 1945 at the age of fifty-eight, his health having declined after a lung
collapse in 1944. His ashes rest in a family-built memorial tomb at Tama Cemetery in Fuchu City, western Tokyo—
an open-access site where anyone may pay their respects.

From May 22 to 24, 2025, an all-party parliamentary delegation from India visited Japan to reaffirm the nation’s
steadfast stance against terrorism. During the visit, several distinguished members of the delegation undertook

a special journey to Tama Cemetery to pay homage at the memorial of Rash Behari Bose, the eminent freedom
fighter whose life and work left an indelible mark on India’s struggle for independence. In a solemn and dignified
ceremony, they offered floral tributes, expressing a profound sense of pride in honoring his enduring legacy.

However, the delegation also conveyed their deep concern regarding the current state of the memorial, noting in
particular the poor and weathered condition of the plaque at the tomb’s focal point (Photograph as of June 29,
2025). They unanimously urged the Indian Mission in Tokyo to engage with the relevant Japanese authorities to
ensure that the site is appropriately restored and maintained, thereby preserving the honor due for Rash Behari
Bose.
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India remains eternally indebted to Rash Behari Bose for his unwav-
ering spirit and pivotal role in the nation’s freedom struggle. Witness-
ing the sincere concern and commitment of the visiting dignitaries
strengthens my hope that such actions will help safeguard his memory
for generations to come. It is vital that both in India and abroad, the
sacrifices of those who shaped our national destiny are remembered
and respected. With the Ambassador and numerous dignitaries from
India and the Tokyo Mission having visited the memorial in recent
years, there is every expectation that the matter will be addressed with
the urgency and seriousness it rightfully deserves.
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Can we provide clean air for the residents of
India and South Asia

Prabir K. Patra
(RIHN, Kyoto; JAMSTEC, Yokohama)

My heart aches every time I land in Kolkata, New Delhi or Dhaka - not for myself but for the medium to low-income
people who are living in modest facilities in these cities. Air pollution in these cities has been very high, ranking
them top-most polluted in the world in the autumn through winter season. Many of us are familiar with Air Qual-
ity Index (AQI) which is given alongside the weather reports in the news channels on TV or Online (even on your
own Weather app!). AQI is consisted of gaseous species and particulate matter (PM). The PMs with diameter 2.5
micro-metre (PM2.5), roughly the thickness of human hair, can enter our respiratory system and cause cardio-vas-
cular diseases, damage brain functioning, under-weight babies etc. Toxicity or oxidative potential is high for the
PMs produced due to burning of household and crop residues, fossil fuels, and high temperature cooking (e.g., oil
on hot pan, charcoal, wood). These burning or cooking styles emit black carbon, which remains in atmosphere after
pyrolysis or is produced by incomplete combustion, and is a highly toxic material for human inhalation.

I travel to these cities on short business trips or to meet family members with a guarantee that I will be back to
breathing clean air and live under a blue sky. The rich travels in air-conditioned cars on road and shuttle between
high rise mansions or cozy office buildings (their kids can attend schools with air conditioned class rooms and
workout in gymnasiums). But that is not the story around middle-low income citizens — most vegetable vendors,
traffic police, service agents spend more than 12 hours outdoors. Not to mention the migrant labourers who are the
backbone of comfort in city life; many of them sleep on the roadside all night after days of tiring service. Life of the
papdi-chat or egg-roll vendor is even worse as they are constantly exposed to black carbon emitted from their oven.
I have never been to a Pakistani city, but we have some knowledge about poor air quality in the region. Colombo is
no different as far as the toxicity of PMs is concerned, but being located on seashore means the polluted air is flushed
periodically to the ocean. Air over Chennai and Mumbai are also benefitted from changing land-sea breeze but signs
of worsening air quality is emerging.

Every person I have met during autumn to winter while travelling or in a guesthouse of a research institution in In-
dia told me that high air pollution in Delhi is caused by the burning of crop residue (popularly known as “parali” in
the region) in Punjab and Haryana. I have no idea why even scientists/professors with physical science background
throw blatant statements. I myself had my share of doubt for not being expert in the field, but I made some attempt
to study the case of high pollution in November 2016 when a cricket match between Sri Lanka and India in Delhi
was abandoned midway because the visitors vomited and complained about respiratory troubles. Although I did not
do deep research in the field, I kept talking with many colleagues whenever chances arose, until in April 2023 when
I was asked to lead a project for the remaining 2 years at the Research Institute of Humanity and Nature (RIHN),
Kyoto. The title of the project is “An Interdisciplinary Study Toward Clean Air, Public Health and Sustainable Ag-
riculture: The Case of Crop Residue Burning in North India” or “Aakash” in short. The aim of the project was to
encourage social changes for realizing cleaner air, improved public health, and sustainable agriculture.

One of the key contributions of Aakash project of RIHN was covering the whole Northwest India with air pollu-
tion measurement sites. To our surprise, extensive media coverage and government funding did not lead to basic
observations on the source regions (Punjab and Haryana). The Aakash project installed 30 sets of Compact and
Useful PM2.5 Instrument with Gas sensors (CUPI-Gs) in the study region of Delhi-National Capital Region (NCR),
Haryana and Punjab. An example plot based on Aakash measurements are shown in Figure 1 from September 2022
to January 2025. Figure 1 shows that the PM2.5 concentrations are indeed higher in the main source region, i.e., the
Southwest Punjab region, where the intensity of rice paddy cultivation is strongest and high yielding cultivars are
adopted by the small-land holding farmers, compared to the relatively larger-land holding farmers in North Punjab.
We study socio-economic reasons on farmers behaviour in details, which can be found in reports and peer-reviewed
literature (https://aakash-rihn.org/en/final-report/).
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PM2.5 values are greatest in Punjab, Haryana and Delhi-NCR when fire detection counts (FDCs) as seen from
the satellites have peaked, indicating a role of rice crop residue burning on air pollution (yellow and grey shad-
ed region in Fig. 1). But that crop residue burning lasts only a couple of weeks in October-November while the
PM2.5 continue to stay dangerously high until February; pollutant concentrations well above the Indian National
Ambient Air Quality Standards (NAAQS) (Fig. 1). Personal experience suggests household residues are burnt
throughout the year openly (not detectable by satellites) and meteorological conditions in autumn-winter creates
severe accumulation of the pollutants. The cycle repeated for the years 2023 and 2024 when Aakash measurements
were performed and also observed over decades at the US embassy site in New Delhi.

The air quality of Kolkata is not very different from that in Delhi or Dhaka, and our initial analysis suggests paddy
stubble burning have increased in rural West Bengal. Since the mechanisation of farming (vanishing necessities of
bullocks), adoption of jersey milk cows and transition to concrete housing etc., rice straws are no longer required
as fodder or other domestic purposes, which poses a risk of even more crop residue burning in the South Asia re-
gion. As mentioned, this is one of the sources of air pollutants emerged as agriculture is intensified in the populous
Asia. In Aakash project (and in this report) we focussed on the relationships between sustainable agriculture and
air pollution mitigation options, and as suggested by the long duration of high PM2.5 concentrations the indus-
trial activities remain as the major cause of harmful air pollution in the cities (ref. news articles below). Urgent
actions are needed by government-backed policymaking before we are further suffocated by the toxic air outdoor.
Figure 1: Pentad (5-day) mean time series of regional average CUPI-G PM2.5 vs FDC are shown for the period of
01 August 2022 to 31 January 2025. Daily averages are prepared for PM2.5 official release data of Aakash project
at 10 minutes time intervals before taking pentad means. The FDCs are taken from the National Aeronautics and
Space Administration (NASA) Suomi National Polar Satellite’s VIIRS. The broken grey line shows the NAAQS.
Plot adapted from Mangaraj et al. (iLeaps Newsletter, April 2025; https://ileaps.org/newsletters).
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We constantly engaged with various stakeholder to disseminate our results at the Commission of Air Quality
Management (CAQM), which operates under the supervision of the Supreme Court of India, and other prom-
inent thinktanks in New Delhi, e.g., the Council on Energy, Environment and Water (CEEW), the Centre for
Science and Environment (CSE). Since 2018, with a couple of years of disruption by COVID-19, numerous trips
are made by our team to talk directly with the farming communities, and held workshops to exchange views sur-
rounding rice straw management and air quality. At the end of the project in March 2025, about 70 scientists from
India and Japan worked jointly on various aspects of the research. Some of the scientific collaborations continue
and more importantly each one of us relish the friendships based on cultural foundations of the two countries.
Outreach of Aakash research can be found in major Indian newspapers (https://aakash-rihn.org/en/media/), and
a few recent news coverages are listed below:

1.  https://www.thehindu.com/sci-tech/energy-and-environment/stubble-burning-in-punjab-haryana-contrib-
utes-only-14-of-pm25-in-delhi-ncr-study/article69219780.ece

2. https://www.business-standard.com/india-news/most-of-delhi-ncr-s-pollution-in-oct-nov-locally-created-
shows-study-125020400738_1.html

3. https://www.nature.com/articles/d44151-025-00016-2
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Ritwik Ghatak: Cinema and Life

Kalaswan Datta

This year, 2025, marks the centenary of Ritwik Ghatak’s birth—one of India’s most original and passionate filmmak-
ers. Even after so many years, his films still speak powerfully about human pain, displacement, and the search for
identity. Ghatak was not just a director but a storyteller who carried the heavy history of Partition and gave it a voice
that continues to resonate worldwide.

Ritwik Ghatak was born in 1925 in Dhaka, East
Bengal (now Bangladesh). His childhood was
shaped by the rich culture of Bengal but also by
the looming tensions that would soon lead to
the Partition of India in 1947. The violent divi-
sion of the land and the massive displacement of
millions left a deep mark on his mind. He often
said, “ONE B WY IR IR wR_E (T
I 17 (“I make my films with a sense of re-
sponsibility towards people””) This sense of duty
guided his work throughout his life. The expe-
riences of loss and exile became central themes
in his films.

Among his films, Meghe Dhaka Tara (1960) remains one of the most moving and powerful portrayals of sacrifice
and family duty. It tells the story of a young woman, Neeta, who gives up her dreams to care for her family but faces
neglect and betrayal. The way Ghatak used sound and silence in this film creates a deep emotional impact that stays
with the viewer long after the film ends.

Another significant film, Komal Gandhar (1961), combines a love story with reflections on political and social divi-
sions of the time. It explores how personal relationships are affected by larger conflicts. Subarnarekha (1965) tells a
tragic story of refugees trying to rebuild their lives but being pulled apart by forces beyond their control. Its powerful
imagery and haunting music convey a deep sense of loss and hopelessness.

Ghatak also showed his versatility with films like Ajantrik (1958), which is lighter and more humorous, about a
taxi driver’s love for his old car. Titash Ekti Nadir Naam (1973) is a beautiful and sympathetic portrayal of a fishing
community struggling against change. His last film, Jukti Takko Aar Gappo (1974), is a raw and personal work that
expresses his own frustrations with politics and society.

Ghatak was deeply involved in every aspect of his films. He did not just give directions; he lived within the stories.
He often sang to his actors, acted scenes himself, and rewrote dialogues on the spot when he felt the emotion was not
reaching the truth. He believed cinema must come from real life and told his students, “COSITMS T e @i,
QI (5 1”7 (“Before making cinema, know life.”) His passion and dedication demanded the same intensity from
everyone around him.

Despite his creative genius, Ghatak faced many hardships. Poverty and alcoholism were constant struggles in his life.
Many of his films were commercial failures during his lifetime, and critics often dismissed his work as “too political”
or “too depressing” However, those who knew him personally recall his warmth, generosity, and quick laughter,
which balanced his intense and sometimes difficult personality.

Among his peers and students, Ghatak was a complex figure—respected for his talent and honesty but sometimes
feared for his uncompromising nature. He was known for pushing young filmmakers to explore deeper truths and
emotions. His approach influenced many in Indian cinema and beyond. Today, his work is studied internationally for
its innovative use of sound, editing, and narrative style.
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For me, Ritwik GhataK’s films remind us that cinema can be more than just entertainment. His movies serve as

mirrors reflecting real human suffering and hope. His voice, after 100 years,
remains loud and clear. The themes he explored—displacement, identity, and
injustice—are still very relevant today. In a world still grappling with migra-
tion and social divisions, his art offers lessons and warnings. This is the true
mark of great art—it refuses to be forgotten.

O B SN I ez WREE (S A2 17 (“I make my films with a
sense of responsibility towards people.”)

“COINITE FRCTST JITIR @IA, TRFE BT 1” (“Before making cinema, know
life”)

“Cb14 Y7 T &I ¥ el 17 (“Close your eyes and dream your whole life.”)

Writing about Ritwik Ghatak is not just telling the story of a filmmakers; it is
sharing the journey of a man who transformed personal and political pain into
unforgettable art. His films continue to challenge, move, and inspire us. As we
mark 100 years since his birth, it is fitting to remember and celebrate a voice
that still echoes strongly in cinema today.

www.batj.org 84

Durga Puja 2025



www.batj.org

Down the Rabbit Hole

I walked behind a sweet little girl on the way,
She skipped excitedly as if her heart did sway.
Her heart was brimming and knew no bound,
As she squealed with joy and jumped around.
She reached out her hands in mirth and glee,
But her father didn’t notice her heartfelt plea.
Again and yet again many an effort she made,

To grasp her father’s hand, in vain I'm afraid.

As her father’s hands clasped a thing inane,

I wish many of us would consider it a bane.
Some indispensable device held in a tight grip,
Lest it might fall off and out of his hands slip.
Without it we cease to exist of late, at it gaze
Incessantly whilst we're navigating life’s maze.
Oblivious of her father’s precious possession,

To walk hand in hand was the girl’s obsession.

Little knowing the tiny hands were his to hold,
For only a few years and then hed bemoan,
Those fleeting days when he failed to discern -
Faith, solace, trust and love were his to earn.
He lost out while clutching at his smartphone,
Unwittingly being lead down a rabbit hole.
Parents and children, husbands and wives,

Pay a hefty price, to keep up with modern life.

Remember a time when wed chat in the train?

I look around and notice the screen does reign.

We miss out on stories and memories galore,
As the entire world on our phones we explore.
Liking, swiping, doom scrolling, researching
Can wait, as we need to spend time reflecting.
A toddler’s keen eyes hopeful and sparkling,
Will soon be jaded if us they start emulating.
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Heads bent over absorbing trivial information,
Each one alike with faint regard for any caution
Children and grandpas and all in between,
Ain’t no soul who isn’t clued in on a meme.
Ears stuffed with plugs we miss birds chirping,
Eyes fixated on reels we're so busy devouring,
Lips pursed together no smile escapes us,

If at all it does it’s not for those beside us.

The journey is fun when we engage together,
With family and friends - people who matter.
Moderation and care in every thing that we do,
A little mindfulness is the need of the hour too.
So we don’t miss out on the little joys of life,
Or later the regrets may bring tears and strife.
It truly is time when we ponder and introspect,

And try to keep the use of devices in check.
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Sisterhood

Sometimes I feel as though
I am unburdened of latent desires
Through your life,
That I have lived through you
The parts I never sought to explore,
But which are satisfied vicariously
-- And maybe that, will finally,
Be the greatest gift of sisterhood;

Greater even than my right to be
My most incorrigibly annoying self with you
-- allaad @IZM,
Greater even than the sacred right
To lean on you
Without expressions of gratitude,
To have claims made on my time and my life,

And be cared for without asking;

Maybe this is how
My desire to be and to do everything
Can find respite —

In feeling your life neighbouring mine;
In the shadow of the other’s being
May we resolve all the lives we can live,
And let the rest go.
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A Bench “‘Mark’

Piali Bose

The 150 years old house built by my great grandfather in law , was named Jogesh Bhaban. Situated at the southern
fringes of the city of Kolkata, it slowly became part of the greater metropolis as the city extended itself in its ever
increasing hunger of expansion and construction.

The house, a grand structure with art deco type architectural style, so reminiscent of old South Kolkata, standing
witness to more than a century of changes, started showing signs of sadness and weariness as the landscape al-
tered, the demography changed, the social structure faltered. Once a house of three generations living together,
tull of cacophony, laughter, joy and sorrow, the decadence started slow.

The young migrating for work, elders becoming frail, relations shifting to more ‘developed’ places, the children
going abroad for studies; emptiness started creeping into its walls.

Finally, a day arrived about two decades back when only the old caretaker remained.

The family gathered once or twice a year and maintained the
house without being able to physically be, most often. The emo-
tion never wavered but the old edifice seemed at a loss with the
unprecedented and unwarranted development all around. It
became stark in its oddity with its faded grandeur, history and
memories amongst the rush for modernity all around.

Desolation has a strange smell and colour. Pale and mushy.

Emptiness started slowly gnawing away into the floors, the ceil-
ings, the furniture, the floors, the crockeries and further reached
outside into the garden. However much was done to regain, it
seemed the house needed its inhabitants, more than repairs.

Finally, on a rainy July day, It was to be emptied to be sold.

The house was characterized by two things which unknowingly had seeped into my memory of the place. A swing
in the expansive veranda, the long backed chairs in the drawing room, the well stacked big library as well as a
‘bench’ in the kitchen.

This ‘bench’ on one side of the dining table at the large old
kitchen was testimony to so much of post meal gup shup
especially between the women of the house (the quintes-
sential Bengali habit of post lunch adda) that it was a sought
' after refuge for many a conversations; music, theatre, mov-
ies, and other small talks.
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The rest of the mahogany went for charity.

The chairs, sturdy and comfortable even after ages,
were repurposed into a beautiful bench with back
support. By giving able company to our dining table
conversations as the sky beyond it, stood witness to the
seasons, it took center stage in our living room.

The old assimilated with the new as the conversations
flowed from one generation to the other...

The house gone now, simply hadn’t gone but remained,
as the Bench ‘Mark’

Twenty-five years of Tokyo (2000-2025)

Sulata Maheshwari (Maiti)

It was a sunny summer afternoon at Covent Garden in London. The Italian barista, where five Indians met, was
loud, garish, welcoming and friendly. It was very unlike Murakamyi’s cafes (of quiet, solitude, pensiveness) in
Japan where these five Indians were from. They met 25 years back in a Community Center(CC) in Tokyo.....
“I moved to Tokyo in February 2000. It was the coldest month. I wrote an email to Indranil Nath who was a
friend of my engineering batchmate, Prakash. He promptly replied welcoming us to the Tokyo Bengali com-
munity and invited us to join the upcoming Poila Boishakh (Bengali New Year: typically, 14th/15th of April)
preparations. We had no idea what to expect but we felt the need to connect with people from our homeland.
Specially in a place where language was such a big barrier that we inadvertently bought dog biscuits instead of
normal biscuits and wondered whether Japanese were blessed with superhuman teeth or their dentists had a
roaring business when folks tried to eat such biscuits. We felt we needed some familiarity. We felt familiarity
would give us comfort.

When we reached the CC, I entered with trepidation. As my eyes scanned the big hall, the first impressions
were sketched on the blank canvas of my mind. We were welcomed by a gentleman wearing a simple white
shirt and grey pants. However, one would normally not notice his attire; one would be arrested right away by a
smile (as generous as it was wide) that spread to his eyes which squinted with that heart-warming expression.
That was Syamal da. One never failed to notice his presence even in a crowd.

While my dear husband, Shyam, gravitated towards this enigmatic personality, I tried to discover the end of
the room bursting with color - the ladies! A lot of them were wearing my favorite attire: saree. Standing there
amid the rest with a magnetic personality was the counterpart of Syamal da: Rita di. While Syamal da appeared
as the active yet very “my-dear” person who would not harm a fly; Rita di, to me, stood out to be a lady one
would never pick a fight with. Her towering personality was not in any manner disguised by the smile which
was as amiable as Syamal da’s. Her smiling eyes carried a glint of child-like mischief.

We both felt warmly welcomed. We both felt we could belong there. The same affection was reflected in the
smiles and welcoming words of everyone else. From that day in 2000 till the day we left in 2006, we owe our
beautiful Japan experience to them.

Art in many forms including performing arts is an integral part of Bengal. Any festival is incomplete without
singing, dancing, drama, painting, being part of it. The planning of Poila Boisakh and many other festivals cel-
ebrated by the Bengali Association of Tokyo Japan (BATJ) included all these forms of art as it was customary
to do so in Bengal.
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The location of Japan, where art and life were synonymous, was befitting. So, when casually on our first
meeting, the members asked about our background, asked us to sing a song; they discovered how to fit us
in. We were put in a group song at the Poila Boisakh celebration. We were not kept on the outskirts of “new
members” but inducted right into the fabric of the community. The same welcoming gesture was meted out
to every incumbent. That is what differentiated BAT] from many other organizations we have had the good
fortune to be a part of. Inclusion into the community was effortless, natural and organic.

As the Sakura season floated by, we gathered in the Indian Embassy to put up a stall for their Sakura Festi-
val and cooked up many Indian delicacies. The white and pink cherry blossoms boughed over the adjacent
Chidori-ga-fuchi moat. Some local Japanese wore the traditional kimonos as they did a picnic lunch under
the muted yet distinct glow of the Sakura, while we buzzed around in colorful sarees or kurtis. The season
turned from spring to summer to autumn. The gorgeous maples turned yellow, orange, red and brown.
Spring to Autumn: we moved from the white-n-pink Japanese kimono-no-iro style canopy cover to orange-
n-red Indian saree-no-iro style canopy cover.

In between, we celebrated Tagore’s birth anniversary with Nara-sensei gracing the occasion. We also
had numerous get togethers enriching our world views and bringing the community together: we saw a
world-collection of Owls at Rita di’s, gold leaf art of Kanazawa (Kinpaku) at Sushmita di’s, Jamini Roy art
at Bhaswati di’s, guffaws of Bhola da, slapstick jokes of Dhar da, resonating Rabindra sangeet rendition of
Viswa da/Samudra da, dramas of Satarupa di/Souvik da and many more such moments....and just like that
Tokyo became home. The Bengali Association of Tokyo Japan (BAT]) became family.

Over the rest of the 6 years of our stay in Tokyo, BAT] contributed towards our growth from young fledg-
lings to mature, well-performing members of any society. We learnt about brands like Lladro and Noritake
from their gifts to us. We learnt how to make Gulab Jamuns (pantua), Sandesh, Khichuri Bhog by helping
senior members; making the fresh delicacies together was what comprised festivity. Those little things we
did together, those hours we spent together, those laughters, jokes, tears we shared, made precious memo-
ries that we carry in our hearts till date. Today, many years down the lane, the warmth of those memories
seeps through some wintry moments on a snowy, frosty evening in London; they bring a sliver of a smile,
they light up our hearts.

The fond memories also carry a note of pathos as we recall those who are not with us anymore. Manjulika
di, Karabi di, Bhola da, Poolak da, Babli..... their faces, their personality, their random remarks float in our
heads at idle moments..... “Tokhon ke bole go shei probhaate nei ami; shokol khelay korbe khela ei ami...”
(“Who says I am not there on that morning; I will be playing in every game...”). They live in our hearts; in
the moments in our past which shaped our present. They live within us.

Those heart fulfilling moments make us send out a note to each other when visiting another city.... be it
London, New York, Geneva, Toronto or Kolkata. Even as the years have laid their harsh imprint in the form
of greying hair (or worse, no-hair!); the willingness to meet and share our present moments with any of
them has not greyed.

It is thus how five Indians from Japan met at the Italian Barista in Covent Garden in the city of London on
that sunny summer day. They mentally retouched the painting from Tokyo which they carried with them in
their minds. They made new memories of the same old friends, super-imposing the old ones. They carefully
stored the moments which they knew one day will give them the “bliss of solitude”

“For oft, when on my couch I lie
In vacant or in pensive mood,
They flash upon that inward eye
Which is the bliss of solitude;”
(Daftodils by William Wordsworth)

www.batj.org 90 Durga Puja 2025



Whither Vishvaguru

Viswa Ghosh

Unipolarity that had emerged after the collapse of USSR is gradually giving way to a multipolar world (of course, accom-
panied by the dying throes of a global hegemon!).
In this brief essay, I try to explore what role will India play in this emerging multipolar world.

Asian Century and Multipolarity

Many experts consider the 21st century to be an ASIAN CENTURY, which will see the rise of Asia, Asian nations and
economies, geopolitically and, quite likely the most important one, technologically.

Kishor Mahbubani (Singapore’s ex-Ambassador to the UN) writes:

“If the 19th century was defined by European power, and the 20th century by the rise of the US, the 21st century is in-
creasingly understood to be the “Asian Century” — one in which the global enter of gravity is shifting yet again. And if
you accept that assertion, the next logical question is: Who will lead the Asian Century? The two natural candidates are
the region’s historical powers, China and India, which were the world’s largest economies from 1 A.D. to 1820, before
the rise of the industrial west. They are once again among the planet’s preeminent economies.” (https://mahbubani.net/
bloomberg-history-shows-how-india-can-catch-up-with-china - Accessed in August 2025)

The table below clearly indicates that an ASTAN CENTURY is taking shape economically. Whether in current$ or in
PPP$, the comparison across 50years shows Asian economies collectively, and China alone, are becoming economic
powerhouses. West is clearly no longer the only pole. Asia, especially East and South-East Asia, is emerging as a strong
second economic pole. Hopefully, coming years will see Africa emerging as a third strong pole.

Is Visvaguru doing well?

Slapped with 50% tarift by the Trump-administration, where does India stand amidst the rise of Asia? Will India ride
the Asian wave and also be one of the major drivers of this 21st century wave?

www.batj.org

# |Region / Country 13970 GNI 1970 GNI 2023/2024 2023/2024
(Currents) (PPPS) (Current$) (PPPS)
1 |US. 1.08T 108T 26907 26.90T
2 |EU 0.73T 12007 19.40 T 19.80T
(2019)
Total of U.S. & EU 1.81T 13.08T 46.30T 46.80T
(26X growth over nearly | (26X growth over
half a century) nearly half a century)
3 | China 0.10T 0827 19.25T 37.07T
4 |Japan 0.21T 2.10T 4867 540T
5 | South Korea 9.01B 0.28T 1.0~15T
6 | ASEAN 31.06 B - 4087 13.15T
(2025) (2025)
7 | India 0.06T 0.10T 3.637T 9.04T
Totalof 3~7 0.41T 3.30T 31.82 66.16 T
(77X growth over nearly | (20X growth over
half a century) nearly half a century)
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Headline making news indicate the future is bright.

Based on per capita GDP, India is ranked among the
Lower-Middle-Income nations ($1,146 ~ $4,516).
Nonetheless, rising per capita GDP indicates India
is destined to gradually move into an Upper-Mid-
dle-Income ($4,517 ~ $14,005) category.

Year inal GDP | GDP Rate | Per capita GDP China’s per capita GDP
2020 2.50T | COVID impacted 1,907 USD 10,409 USD
Let’s look deeper into below the surface, on income 2021 3.571 | 9.7% 2,239 USD 12,618 USD
. . . . . R . R . 2022 7.0% 2,352 USD 12,663 USD
distribution. Because income distribution indicates [0z 3.577 | 8.2% 2,485 USD 12,614 UsD -
whether a sizeable middle class is emerging or is the 2024 38T19.2% 2711USD 13,122UsD
2025 4.27T | 6.5% (projected) 2,880 USD (projected) | 13,873 USD (projected)

cream being taken away by a small minority. It stands
to reason that an enlarging middle class will push the
economy faster into the Upper-Middle-Income and
then into the High-Income categories.

Rising middle class, with rising disposable income, creates increasing demands for consumer goods, better hous-
ing, better education, healthcare and leisure services.
Middle classes tend to prioritize on education, health and
skill development, which foster long-term productivity

growth.
Period Middle 40% Bottom 50% 90%
1951-1982 30% of | national 30% of | national About 60% of | national 1 1 _1n-
30% of otg nationa 30% of totg nationa About 60%of otal national | Yet, Indian economy seems to have entered into a non-in

20222023 izﬂs:::na:% of total national ;9?;:4; of total national iaﬂs:g:naz% of total national clusive gI'OWth traj ectory. BY which I mean, middle 40% of
Indians may feel excluded while the bottom 50% are actu-
ally excluded from the benefits of a $4 trillion economy.

In the title of their book, authors Lucas Chancel and Piket-
ty Thomas have aptly used the phrase “From British Raj to Billionaire Raj” In 1960, the top 10% income group
earned 35% ~ 38% of India’s national income. By 1990, this increased to 32% ~ 42%. By 2020, this worsened to
51% ~ 65%.

So, the bottom 90% in India have a per capita income much lower than what national aggregates suggest. Per
capital income of the bottom 90% Indians stands at about $1,500-$1,700 in 2025.
How do we assess this situation?

For comparison, lets turn to one of the world’s poorest regions. Sadly, this region is Sub-Saharan Africa (see map),
which is regarded as the poorest region in the world. It has the highest percentage of people living below poverty
line (defined by $2.15 per day in 2022). Such extreme levels of poverty imply limited access to education, health-
care, infrastructure services, high vulnerability to climate change and, needless to mention, subject to political
instability.

Per capita income of bottom 90% of India is almost equal to the per capita GDP of Sub-Saharan Africa!

So, this is where the aspiring Visvaguru stands today - 90%
of the population has limited access to education, healthcare

services, and is hlghly vulnerable to climate Change- Under [ver Per capita GDP of Sub-Saharan | Per capital income of bottom

these circumstances, what role will it play in the emerging Africa (current USD) __— 90% of India feurrent USD)__———

multipolar world? Your guess is as good as mine. 2014 1,910 960
2023 1,637 1,650
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Appendix

1.Sub-Saharan Africa

& About Sub-Saharan Africa
Definition: The region generally r to all African nations located south of
the Sahara Desert, & West, East, and Southern Africa  wiipes .
Number of Countries: Depending c e org atic , World Bank, World Health Orga
count typically ranges between 46 and 49 countries, a
nations like Sudan, D) i, Somalia, or Maur
Size & Population: Sub-Saharan Africa cov million square km (about 9.3 millicn square

miles) and is home to more than 1.2 billion people as of recent estimates -

Subregions: The area is often divided into subregions:

West Africa (e.g., Nigeria, Ghan Iy
East Africa (e.g., Kenya, Uganda, E)
Central/Middle Africa (e.g.. Democratic Republic of the Congo. Cameroon)

Southem Africa (e.g.. South Africa, Namibia, Botswana)  smemcacem

2.References

World Bank — World Development Indicators (WDI)

Used for:

India’s and Sub-Saharan Africa’s per capita income in current USD

Citation:

Title: World Development Indicators

Publisher: World Bank Group

Year of Publication: Annually (Data retrieved from latest versions: 2022-2024 editions)
Can be accessed from: https://data.worldbank.org/

Relevant Indicators:

GDP per capita (current USD)

IMF - World Economic Outlook (WEQ) Database

Used for:

Projections for 2025 for both SSA and India (current USD)

Citation:

Title: World Economic Outlook Database

Publisher: International Monetary Fund (IMF)

Year of Publication: April 2024

Can be accessed from https://www.imf.org/en/Publications/ WEO

Indicators Used: Real GDP, GDP per capita (current and PPP)

Pages: Online database; values derived from country/regional tables (no static page)

World Inequality Database (WID)
Used for:
Income share of bottom 90% of India for various years (2000-2025)
Aéplied to calculate estimated per capita income of India’s bottom 90%
Citation:
Title: World Inequality Database
Authors: Thomas Piketty, Lucas Chancel, Emmanuel Saez, Gabriel Zucman et al.
Publisher: World Inequality Lab
Year of Publication: Continuously updated (retrieved 2024)
Can be accessed from: https://wid.world/
Dataset Used: India — Income distribution by percentiles (percentile share of national income)
Reference pages: India Country Profile in the database
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Chancel, Lucas & Piketty, Thomas (2019)

Used to validate historical income share trends in India (2000-2015)

Citation:

Title: Indian income inequality, 1922-2015: From British Raj to Billionaire Raj?
Authors: Lucas Chancel and Thomas Piketty

Publisher: World Inequality Lab

Publication Year: 2019

Reference pages: pp. 21-30 (for bottom 90% income shares)

Can be accessed at: https://wid.world/document/chancelpiketty2019widworld/

Moments and Memories from Osaka

Anindita Datta

Early, this year I happened to read the book “Japan theke phire” by Narayan Sanyal, where he wrote about
his experience of visiting Osaka expo in 1970 and that too of Japan that time. Expo 1970, known as Expo’70,
was the first World Expo held in Japan and Asia, and was a major event showcasing Japan’s post-war eco-
nomic development and technological advancements. Expo 2025 will be Osaka’s second time hosting a
World Expo. The theme for Expo 2025 is designing Future Society '
for Our Lives.

Out of curiosity, I googled to find out when would the next expo held
in Japan and found that it would be from April till October this year
in Osaka, I knew I would be visiting it.

I looked for the holiday calendar at work and found that July had a
public holiday which was a long weekend. Without delay booked a
summer pass from the official Osaka expo website, which means one
can visit multiple times within the period of one month during July
19th-Aug 18th and decided to utilize the long weekend and visit the
expo twice. Living in Japan for six plus years have taught me that
domestic travel is not cheap, especially if one would travel around
long weekend. We decided to take a low-cost night bus while going to
Osaka and return by Shinkansen. Once the travel date was decided,
the next step was to reserve a slot to visit the expo which meant that you could chose the date along with
time when you would be entering the expo gate. We reserved ourselves a 10 AM slot to enter on day 1 and
11AM on day 2. It was our first time traveling in a night bus, although it was inexpensive however if you
are a picky sleeper like me then it would be difficult to fall asleep. We reached early morning by 7:30 AM
and soon as we got down the bus, we were welcomed by Osaka summer and the sound of cicada(Semi in
Japanese), meant it was peak summer. We headed towards our hotel, kept our backpacks, got refreshed and
headed to a fancy café nearby as per my husband’s suggestion. We fueled ourselves with toast, egg, crepe,
bacon and coffee. There was a direct train from the location of our hotel and as soon as we reached the
station platform we were shocked to see how congested the platform was and realized that everyone was
heading towards the expo. It took us 20 mins to reach the Yumeshima station and we followed the throng
to the east gate.

What we thought to be an easy and quick entrance turned into a nightmarish hour under the terrible heat.
The organizer distributed SPF protected umbrella to those who were not carrying one and had installed
cooler everywhere however the heat did not spare anyone and sucked up the energy.
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We were clueless as to why it was taking so much time to enter and found that the security was checking
each opened bottle that people were carrying followed by a QR code scan to validate your ticket. I had
booked two summer passes under one expo id and had already generated a QR code however we were
told that every individual must have their separate QR code even though tickets were booked under one
login id. Since we had one QR code and we could not understand how to generate another one, so we were
ushered to a room called “Error-room” where people like us had lined up. This was nothing but a support
room. We started resolving the issue on our own while waiting for our turn to be supported by a support
staff and soon found that the ticket or pass booked under one expo or login id must be transferred to the
individual persons who would be visiting, and one should have their own expo id or login id to generate
the QR code.

Finally, we thought we could start entering the pavilion when we realized we needed an Expo map to locate
the pavilions of each country. We headed to nearest Information booth where we bought a map for 200 yen,
filled up our empty pet bottles from free water dispensing stations installed. It was then that we realized we
should have utilized the advance pavilion reservation option which we had missed earlier and when I tried
to reserve pavilions using the three-day prior reservation, no slot was left to book. The only option left for
us then was to use the same day reservation system which was like playing a lottery. No matter what slot or
pavilions we were selecting, the system kept reflecting that it was no more available. Eureka moment hap-
pened when we finally got to reserve Blue Ocean Dome in the evening slot which meant that you could not
book any other pavilion till the time you visit the booked slot. The system was little overwhelming for us.

It was time for us to start exploring the pavilions. It was then that we understood that every pavilion had
long queue outside that too under the sun. Heartbroken, we decided to queue up for any pavilions which
had less queue, keeping away our choices for the pavilions that we thought we would visit like France,
Germany, USA, etc. Our first visit was to Spain pavilion and luckily, we got to watch a live music show that
time. The pavilion showcased ocean energy conservation and how water flows and its direction around
that world. Next, we visited our motherland, India pavilion which had focused on AI adoption in different
industry and how India plays a big role in semiconductor industry. It also had decorations related to Indian
crafts. Every pavilion had a restaurant next to it which was serving dishes from that country, and one would
have to line up separately to eat there. It was past lunch time when we finally decided to have lunch. We
went to one of food courts serving Kansai food and was relieved from the intense heat outside. After a while
found us seats and ordered Takoyaki and curry rice. Next was Portugal, the outer side of the pavilion was
decorated with strong grey ropes and alike Spain the theme was animal life conservation in ocean. No mat-
ter where we went, there was a long queue, and it was immensely difficult to brave the heat even with a UV
protected umbrella. We kept ourselves hydrated by drinking water, electrolytes and other drinks available
from the vending machines. And I kept on dabbing sunscreen on my exposed skin.

One of the attractions of the Osaka expo was the Grand Ring which
serves as a main route to visitors around the expo offering a comfort-
able shelter from heat, rain, sun and wind. The construction was made
with the concept of “Unity in Diversity”. It was a fusion of modern con-
struction methods and traditional Nuki joints, such as those used in the
construction of Japanese shrines and temples. We decided to rest a little
under the Grand Ring where people had laid down picnic sheets to relax
for sometime.

Thereafter we decided to visit the Singapore pavilion braving the queue
as it said only 45 minutes waiting time. The pavilion was spherical in
shape and the outer wall was red in colour. The inside had a theme of
sustainability where intricate and detailed designs have been cut out of
paper board and decorated with it. Since the pavilion was spherical in
shape so one would have to walk up the sphere and on reaching the top
a round digital display played a video on environment and how human
should act in order to ensure safe future for next generations. Singapore pavilion was our personal favour-
ite. We realised It was time to visit the Blue Ocean Dome. After entering the pavilion, the first section had
water crystals and how water crystals flowed down from different shapes and how the water merged into
itself. The water droplets looked like diamonds and it was mesmerising to see how precisely the water was
flowing from individual droplet to a gush of water.
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The second section was a theatre with a spherical screen which displayed how plastic pollution is impacting
ocean life and eventually if it continues then the ocean life would be endangered. One would be left speech-
less after watching the video as it would leave an impact on the mind. We decided not to visit any more
pavilion and headed to go to the top of Grand Ring to watch the sunset. One can take escalator, staircase
or elevator to go up the Grand Ring. The evening was so beautiful with cool breeze blowing. The expo was
surrounded by sea. Slowly the top of Grand Ring was crowded as people gathered to watch the sunset. We
walked for sometime around the circumference and found ourselves a place to stand for sometime when
we found people taking places everywhere for the light and sound show using laser followed by hanabi
which in English means firework. While returning from expo, alike morning the trains were congested.
On reaching hotel we collected our luggage and checked in. After freshening up, went to the nearby conve-
nience store and bought us dinner which we had at hotel dining area.

The next day we decided to visit the expo in the afternoon to avoid the morning rush. We changed our
reservation time through the app and reached after 12PM, the entrance was not as congested as previous
day. Unfortunately, no matter how many times we tried to reserve any pavilions through the app, using
the same day reservation, the system did not let us book any. Without much ado, we decided to randomly
queue up the pavilions where the waiting time was less. Started with United Arab Emirates, followed by
United Nations, Nordic countries and Chile. UAE had showcased their craftmanship in carpets, UN had
a similar message like Blue Ocean Dome on ocean preservation. The Nordic countries” pavilion had com-
bined pavilion for Denmark, Finland, Iceland, Norway, and Sweden where the interior was more laid back
for visitors to sit and relax and look at photographs which were on display. After that we decided to take
it light and roam about the expo area. We headed towards the West gate where we found Haagen Dazs ice
cream parlour and I enjoyed a nice matcha flavoured ice cream. We had carried tidbits so did not stand
in queue to buy any food that day, moreover we had our lunch before heading to expo. While walking, we
found long queue in front of all the official expo store. Suddenly we stumbled upon a lush green big ground
where a large screen was playing the movie Perfect days. We sat there to rest for sometime while watching
Perfect days. We felt the breeze on our face and watched the sun go down slowly.

We did not watch the light and sound show that day, instead visited the touristy Namba and Dotombori
area. Did takeaway for dinner and had our food at hotel dining area with a couple of drinks. I was happy
with the fact that I was able to make it to the expo especially after reading the book that inspired me to visit
it and hope would be able to attend future expo that would take place in other countries.
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HIROSHIMA: THE PHOENIX CITY

Dr. Suchandana Bhattacharyya

I remembered my recent visit to Japan this summer, when I was asked to pen a write up for the annual maga-
zine for the Durga Puja organized by the Bengali Association Tokyo Japan (BAT]). We visited Hiroshima - a
memorial city that left me deeply moved. The Hiroshima Memorial Museum commemorating the atomic
bombing of Hiroshima on the 6th August 1945 stands tall as a reminder of the heinous perpetration that de-
stroyed the city. The Memorial Park with its eternal flame, the well-preserved relics

that bear the marks of devastation move the mind towards deep reflection. One

ponders about the value of life and its fragility.

Certain aspects of reality struck with potent force causing us to realize that life
is transitory and entirely unpredictable. But what struck even more intensely was
human resilience and the process of rehabilitation. Indeed, perhaps a country like
Japan alone can exhibit grit and determination to the extent of building a super-
structure out of ruins.

As powerful as the Phoenix that rose from the ashes and death, the city of Hiro-
shima rose to reclaim, renew and surpass its former glory. Hiroshima today is a
city that boasts of a style and structure that remains as the pride and honor of the
nation. It instructs and educates both the inhabitants and
tourists alike about the persistent philosophy of life. That to rise from the ashes of
the dead is the sign of true power. The victims of ravages that brought the city to its
ruins are no more, but their descendants live on to retell the trauma of survival that
the city had withstood. It is interesting to note that children in the present day visit
the museum and the memorial park to remember the multitudes who had breathed
their last on that fateful day. It is an integral part of their history which is taught to the
children, to train them into resilient young men and women of the future.

The city today, with its numerous high rises and upscale lifestyle hardly echoes the
trauma it had once borne, except perhaps the oldest generation of survivors who bear
the mark of pain and loss. They are few and far in number today, mostly confined within the safety of their
homes. The young generation is abuzz with life, going about their daily activities with grit and determination.
Their systematic way of life is both invigorating and inspiring. The trip in
essence was a learning experience for us all. We came back with thoughts
of Universal Peace. We realized that peace alone could heal the heavy heart
that had witnessed man’s war on man. It is peace alone that can pave the way
towards a new beginning beyond the horizon. The city of Hiroshima has
embraced peace as the stepping-stone for a better tomorrow. Perhaps it is
apt that our own advocate of peace and non-violence Mahatma Gandhi has
found his place at the Hiroshima Peace Park.

To conclude, one is reminded of the lines of John
Donne -

Each man’s death diminishes me,

For I am involved in mankind.

Therefore, send not to know

For whom the bell tolls,

It tolls for thee.
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Bordi

Sougata Mallik

It was my late grandmother’s birthday in July. We don’t observe it now in the way we used to several years ago. At
that time, all our parents, uncles and aunts were alive, cousins were in good health and spirits, our children were
young students living with us. That made the entire family make themselves available at some time or another
to commemorate grandmother, the matriarch of our family.

But with the passing of time, the tables turn and so does the family dynamics, rituals, observances. Standing in
2025 we have already bid farewell to our parents, uncles and aunts, some cousins have departed untimely, our
children have grown up pursuing their own lives and professions. So, the family gatherings of what was earlier
can no longer be expected now.

Hence.... July 2025 showed few cousins only attending our grandmother’s memorial, thus leaving me a lot of
time by myself to remember my grandma, Bordi, as I called her.

I was privileged to be raised by my grandmother. Widowed at the age of 26 and lived with us up to her prime
age of 83, had the utmost fortune to be the center of her love, affection, her life. Bordi and I shared a room and
the bedtime stories from her included rare, interesting anecdotes about ancestors, ancestral village, about her
simple but unique life in general. As the festive time of Durga Puja, Kalipuja, Diwali looms in the near horizon,
so many of those stories heard from Bordi just flashed up in my mind.

Bordi’s first Durga puja at her in-laws was only at her 9 years age, when she got married to my grandfather. As
per the rituals of the household Bordi was made to offer the first flower homage to Goddess Durga as being the
new young bride-member of the household. The idol of Durga and Lord Shiva at her in-law’s household are
made to sit on the left side, while the children Kartik, Ganesh, Laxmi, Saraswati sat on the other side. Year old
idea of this was formulated by the family being the Zamindars then, the idea was that the superior power keeps
an eye on the children and subordinates to protect them. A huge, decorated fabric curtain hanging from over-
head was pulled by 4 men. The idea was to fan Lord Shiva and Goddess Durga. For the idols of Kartik, Ganesh,
Laxmi, Saraswati, the fan curtain was being pulled from the side. The authority of parental figure as the protector
going down through the generation was so predominantly expressed. When I visited our ancestral village home
later, I witnessed the same set up exist.

Bordi once had narrated an interesting story of the feudal lords and their Durga puja arrangement in the neigh-
bouring villages. It was called “Gara Puja”. A pit was dug on the ground near the altar, and banana leaves,
bamboo leaves were put in it. Around dusk these leaves were lit in fire and carried around the village. The fire
procession would stop at the entrance of each household and chant: “There’s this light in your house / Do not let
the flicker come in from the South” This was the good wish sent from the feudal lord for the villagers to live in
opulence and with good childbirth in the family.

My grandmother, Bordi had loads of tales and anecdotes that she would share during our lazy afternoon siestas
or a cold winter bedtime story. As a young child, I would wait to hear her outstanding narratives, those that no
book or author could have told me. Such was this one as I had heard from my grandmother. Folklore said that
in the peak heat of April there happened to be a day when Lakkhinder got back life while sailing on a dingy boat
with his wife, Behula. The dedicated wife sailed with him to regain her husband’s life that had been stumbled
from a snake bite. To celebrate Lakkhinder’s life back, the villagers honored every year through the observance
of ‘Beyra puja. Beyra in their diction is a barrier or blockade that can’t be crossed. Villagers pray to the idol Ashta
Naga (eight faced serpent idol), with the use of cow dung, bitter neem leaves, hard roasted masur daal, and very
bitter fruit locally grown which they called kelakora. The idea of these ingredients is to evoke the pungent smell
to keep snakes away from coming near household and people. At the end of the puja, the young village boys were
made to eat kelakora fruit and neem leaves together in a gulp. The idea is to protect their sons from being bitten
by snakes. But the severe bitter taste was so unpalatable for young boys that they made funny howling noises
while chewing this. Their hilarious moaning sounded something like ‘teth-er-meth-er’ So goes the name and
Beyra puja also lovingly called Tethermether puja. This puja was observed till Durga Puja, from April-October
as these months were considered high of snake infestation there.
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As my grandmother lived with us, the family trips to our ancestral hometown in Bankura district of West
Bengal happened several times a year. For us it was a hometown visit, but for Bordi it was going back to

her roots where she once was a young bride, then a wife, then a mother. The trips to Bankura were a vacation
for me as a young child, a respite from everyday school homework. But on Bordi’s face what I still recollect
was nostalgia, joy, the respite of coming closer to her roots and her whole life and being. On the route to
Bankura would fall a small village called, Shalboni with predominantly indigenous culture Adivasi people
living there in those days. My grandmother, Bordi had also narrated the unique story of the Durga puja there.

Shalboni Adivasi residents were not invited by the neighbouring areas for Durga puja celebration. So, they
formulated their own in the most distinctive manner. They considered themselves descendants of Asura (the
demon figure that we see at the feet of Goddess Durga idol). Asura is symbol of strength, agility, power, dili-
gence. So Asura was to be honoured not killed as we see in regular Durga idol. Their Goddess Durga would
be a young girl who stands with flowers in her hand, doesn’t kill Asura, offer water to the villagers. The male
residents of the village perform the special dance called ‘dansha’ where they mourn the death of Asura and
immortalize his strength and goodness. Hearing this story from Bordi had made my head bow down in re-
spect for the forte and gift of specialty of this communal section

of people. Modernism and surge of housing complexes have now

cut down the forests, tilled the ground to construct buildings. I

do not know where this Adivasi community has mingled now,

if at all they have been able to retain their unique culture. I got

to know them through my grandmother, and my salute to them

always and forever......

It is through Bordis narratives that I had got acquainted at a
young age to traditions, rituals that are followed by many and in
many households. The interesting methods followed during spe-
cial rituals, or the highly interesting home cooked preparation of
sweets and special food was also my education from her. During
my free evening time and during my reluctant-to-eat dinner time
as a child, Bordi would meticulously explain the ceremonies and
rituals of our ancestral home in Bankura. One such narrative as I
heard from my grandmother was the pre-Durga ceremony called
‘Shaatt’ in our ancestral home. When the agricultural lands were
full grown, ripe and almost time to harvest the in-grown, then
was held the ritual of Shaatt. I had learnt from Bordi that this rit-
ual few days prior to Durga Puja was our family-run belief and to
show respect before mother earth and Goddess Durga kindly provided us again with rice, grain, vegetables
for another year.

Bordi had narrated interesting anecdotes of our family’s Shaatt ritual. But with my growing up age and when
I was able to accompany Bordi and my family for Shaatt in Bankura, I also realized the witty, humorous facet
of my grandmother’s character. A yesteryears woman with strict observance of traditions and customs, was
also the silent bearer of modernism, progress which she was unable to express in those days. In the Shaatt
ritual narrative, the funny part that Bordi kept hazy in her description was about my uncle, the central figure
of this festivity. In a most interesting way, the eldest son of the family was made to carry the plough, paddy,
weighing scale for Shaatt ceremony. The eldest son of the family was then my father’s eldest brother. The
married women folk of the household, my mother and aunts would smear these devices with red vermilion
and white rice left over from the previous harvest. My grandmother, Bordi being a widow, never took part in
the rituals by her choice, but she was at the helm of this celebration and its organization. While carrying the
plough and paddy bag, and shouldering a small image of Goddess Durga, my uncle would chant and recite
in high tone. I would be enchanted that my uncle knew so many mantras.
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It was pre-Durga puja atmosphere in the household and every chanting seemed sacred to me at that age.
But in the course of time as I was growing up, I found out that my uncle was not chanting mantras but was
reciting the Bengali poem ‘Bidrohi” that emphasizes progress, movement for betterment, with no taboos
of caste creed religion. My uncle was an Economist by profession. His analytical mind wouldn’t agree with
these age-old beliefs, but he respected his elders and family traditions and went with the flow. Little could
he do when it came to the eldest son shouldering Shaatt rituals, but in his own witty way and through rec-
itation of poem ‘Bidrohi, would express his small resistance to societal prohibitions.

My grandmother, Bordi had secretly and joyfully revealed to me, the truth of my uncle’s chanting when
she realized that I was grown up enough to differentiate between the factual and false, between the good
and bad. I marvelled at the amazing teacher qualities that Bordi had in those days. Truth, awareness,
discreetness were all handled so skillfully by this simple custom-fearing lady who had dwelled far behind
the screens of society all her life. Bordi when narrating this fun part of Shaatt ritual in our home, had also
spoken with much pride that all her children being well educated (includes my father all his siblings).
Whenever Bordi narrated this fun story, there was always a spark in her eyes that her son, my uncle showed
respect for Shaatt tradition while adhering to his degree cultivated knowledge.

This was Bordi, my grandmother, and her simple yet very special life of 83 years.

What I began here with Bordi, must end with her too. As I reminisce Bordi, I must admit that a simple
homebound lady whom I never saw leave the house, with no formal degree, was by far the most erudite
person I have met in my life. Bordi trained me in discipline, values of life, ethics, integrity of family life.
This was superior learning for me, far apart from what the books and degrees have taught me in my life.
Yet Bordi remains an unsung hero, one of those socially unrewarded individuals.

During the time of my grandmother, there was no women empowerment movement or awareness, there
were no awards for domestic women. Had Bordi been alive today, I am almost certain that perhaps a small

corner of society would have her name etched brightly and luminously.

As I ponder about my grandmother, I say aloud again, I adore you, Bordi. You will continually shine radi-
ant in my heart, always and forever.......
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Ma Durga, Mahishasura, and the Making
of Modern Bengal’s Grandest Festival

Ishita Roy

As I sit down to pen a piece for the Durga Puja celebration, my heart and soul is already imagining what this year’s
celebration will be like. Though, by the time this piece makes it to you, it is already that time of the year again! This
is when nothing but Pujor-gondho, Pujor-shopping, and Pujor-anando makes sense to you.

But, have you ever thought of how exactly did we start celebrating Durga Puja? Have you ever thought of why in
many places different Puja pandals compete with each other? Believe it or not, but the answer lies in the period of
British Raj.

While there are many stories of how the celebration of Durga Puja begin, the most popular one comes from the
celebration of East India Company’s take over of Bengal by defeating the Bengal Nawab Siraj ud Daula in the Battle
of Plassey in 1757.

Under Clive’s Claw, Begins The Celebration

Clive’s hold of Bengal is what led to East India Company’s hold over the entire subcontinent. Clive, though brutal,
was a very religious man. After all, all British believed that it was ‘God’s order’, translated as White Man’s Burden to
colonise and ‘civilize’ the people. Many books and experts also note the European motive of exploration and colo-
nisation as 3Gs, namely: ‘God, Glory, and Gold.

So, it is no surprise that Clive credited God for his win over Bengal and the unbelievable fortune that followed soon
after. He wanted to hold a grand ceremony to convey his gratitude, however, the late Nawab had razed the only
church in the city. This is when Clive’s Persian translator and a close confidante Nabakishan Deb stepped in. He
invited him to his mansion and made offerings to Goddess Durga instead.

However, this claim, largely remains unsubstantiated. There is no documented evidence that Deb knew Clive at the
time, or that such puja actually took place that year. In fact, there are plenty of evidence that points puja celebrations
happened as back as during the 1610, by the Savarna Chowdhury’s family of Barisha.

As far as this popular claim is concerned, apart from an anonymous painting created later, little supports the claim.
Still, the tale has endured, perhaps more as a symbolic narrative of how Durga Puja in the city evolved, under the
influence of British colonialism, Bengali elites, and eventually, nationalist fervour.

A Festival of Nobility
Durga Puja became a stage for Bengal’s powerful zamindars and newly wealthy merchants to showcase their status.
Following the decline of the Mughal empire and the rise of British rule, zamindars gained more control under the

Permanent Settlement Act of 1793, becoming key intermediaries for the East India Company.

Alongside them rose a class of affluent Bengali merchants in Calcutta, beneficiaries of British trade and policies.
Families like the Tagores and Mullicks amassed great wealth and social capital.

For this class of elites, Durga Puja turned into a spectacle of extravagance.
According to historian Tapan Raychaudhuri, it was less about devotion and more about “conspicuous consump-
tion” Gold-decked idols, nautch girls brought from distant cities like Lucknow, and even appearances by British

governors-general were common. Rival families would compete to outdo each other’s celebrations. This is what led
to the competitions that are hosted even now between different Puja committees.
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Ma Durga, The ‘Mother’ That United The Nation

By the late 19th century, however, the tone of the festival began to change. The rise of nationalist sentiment
among the educated Bengali intelligentsia reshaped the cultural role of Durga Puja.

Bankim Chandra Chattopadhyay’s Anandamath (1882) helped popularise the imagery of “Bharat Mata” or
Mother India, merging the figure of Goddess Durga with the nation itself.

This association became especially potent after the 1905 Partition of Bengal by Lord Curzon. The Swadeshi
movement that followed used Durga Puja as a site for political expression.

Foreign goods were shunned at puja venues; everything from oils to clothes to cigarettes was promoted as
swadeshi.

Historian Rachel McDermott noted how Bengali newspapers at the time were filled with puja advertisements
boasting local products and nationalist brand names like Vidyasagar and Durbar.

The British, once welcomed guests, were now targets of satire. In one instance, a British officer reported that
Durga’s demon Mahishasura had been replaced in an idol by a likeness of a British official. This is the kind of cre-
ativity in idol-making is still seen today, where the societal evils, often take the form of mahisasura, in recent case,
it would be RG Kar. After the incident of a 31-year-old post graduate doctor’s rape and death within the hospital
and campus shook the nation, a Murshidabad Durga Puja pandal’s Mahisasur bore a striking resemblance to the
arrested principal of RG Kar Medical College, Sandip Ghosh. In fact, once the photo went viral, a Facebook user
also commented, “The face just needs glasses and it will look like a mirror image of Sandip Ghosh”

The Traditions That Still Continues

Not just the tradition of competition for best Pujo Pandals, or creative idol-making, but Durga Puja holds many
such traditions that may have occurred years ago, but it continues to be practiced even now.

What was earlier limited to just nobles, were now open to all. The 1920s saw another shift, from private, aris-
tocratic pujas to public, community-driven ones. Influenced by Gandhian ideals and the push for Hindu unity,
sarbojanin (universal) pujas began to emerge. In 1926, the first such puja was organised in Maniktala, Kolkata.
These celebrations were no longer defined by caste, lineage, or wealth. They were organised by local neighbour-
hoods and open to all. For the first time, pandals were erected in streets, alleys, and cul-de-sacs, bringing the
Goddess from elite homes to the public square.

Even the iconography of Durga Puja saw a significant change thanks to Subhas Chandra Bose. Traditional-
ly, Durga and her children, Lakshmi, Saraswati, Kartik, and Ganesh, were sculpted together on a single frame
known as ekchala (literally, “under one roof”). However in 1938, during the puja, fire destroyed the idol just days
before the festival.

Undeterred, Bose proposed a practical solution: have artisans craft the figures on separate frames, allowing them
to work simultaneously and save time. This break from the ekchala tradition marked a turning point. It paved the
way for more elaborate and artistic freedom in idol-making, a trend that continues today.

Ishita Roy is a journalist based in Delhi-NCR, who writes on culture, heritage, history, health and lifestyle. She
has written for leading English publications in India, including Times of India, The Indian Express, The New
Indian Express, Mint Lounge, and Times Now Digital.
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Kids Article
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First Snorkeling Experience

Aaditya Das
Grade II

We went for Snorkeling in Okinawa.

We wore snorkeling suit and then practised how to breathe using snorkle on the pool first. Then we went to the
ocean, It looked so cool under the ocean, I saw many clown fishes swimmimg and also some other colorfule
fishes too.

Also, I saw many corals of different shapes and designs...

It was my first expericene snorkling in the ocean, however I
was very calm and enjoyed every bit of it.

My dad went into a dark cave under the ocean where he saw
thousands of red fishes.

It was the best time doing snorkeling !!

The Best Day of My Summer Vacation

Ayaan Banerjee
Grade III

Summer vacation is a period, typically lasting several weeks, when schools are closed, during July-August
which are the summer months in Japan and when the weather is VERY HOT.

My birthday is during summer vacation, so it is always the best day of my summer! This year, like any other
year my birthday will be special because I am going to celebrate with my family. We will celebrate with bal-
loons, games, and yummy cake.

I feel so happy opening presents and playing with my sister and dad. After the school reopens my mom says
we will celebrate again with my school friend. I want to celebrate the day by playing tag, doing a treasure hunt,
and having a water balloon fight to cool off in the hot sun. But during the vacation it’s not possible so I will wait
for the school to reopen.

My mom says she will make my favorite food, and everyone will sing “Happy Birthday” to me.

It will be the perfect day because I will get to spend time with the people I love and do fun things outside. My
birthday during summer vacation makes that day the best day every year!
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Momotaro

Santati Chakrabarty
Grade III

This is a short Japanese folk tale I read in my school library book & summarized in English.

LR

Long ago lived an old couple. One day when the old grandma was washing clothes at the river, a big peach came
floating towards her. The granny was happy to see the peach & took it to her house. When the Granny was
about to cut the delicious peach, a baby boy came out of it. Granny was shocked to see the baby and decided to
take care of the baby & named him Momotaro.

Days passed by and the baby boy grew up to become a young man. He loved animals and used to play with him.
One day a big black bear came by to scare the animals, Momotaro fought with the bear & chased him away. A
brave emperor was passing by & saw Momotaro and was so pleased to see the brave boy that he invited him to
his palace.

Momotaro visited the emperor's palace & received a grand welcome there.
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The emperor discussed about a monster that was attacking his kingdom, and how everyone was suffering from
it. The King asked Momotaro to join him in fighting the monster. Momotaro agreed to join the fight & joined
the army with five more knights. They all fought bravely & won the battle against the monster. Momotaro be-
came a brave soldier & was loved by the people of the kingdom & lived happily after.

This story taught us how a small boy can grow to become a strong savior for a kingdom one day.
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Arohi Kundu
Grade V
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Ludwig Van Beethoven

Soham Kundu
Grade VII

My interest in music began not with a childhood music class, but with a joyful opening of Beethoven’s
Ninth Symphony (Ode to joy). I remember hearing it on keyboard demo music when I was a child. The
music didn’t just play; it spoke about joy and peace. I was too young to understand its historical weight,
but something in those notes created a curiosity in me.

When I started to dig into other compositions by Beethoven, such as Fur Elise, Moonlight Sona-
ta, and his 5th Symphony, I learned about his emotions when composing these pieces. His sadness when
composing Moonlight Sonata 1st Movement, his happiness when composing his 9th Symphony and his
anger when composing his 5th Symphony. How he showed his emotions just through the music he com-
posed inspired me into Music.

It was not just how he showed emotions when composing these pieces that inspired me, it was that he
continued to compose pieces even when he became deaf despite people constantly doubting his ability
to be a musician due to his deafness. He would use a special technique where he would have to bite on a
rod to conduct vibrations from his piano directly to his skull and inner ear, making him hear the music
that he was composing.

Not only did he continue to compose his own music while being deaf, but he was also able to
influence a lot of other famous pianists such as Franz Liszt, famous for pieces such as La Campanella,
Hungarian Rhapsody No. 2, and Un Sospiro, and Chopin, famous for pieces such as Winter Wind, Fan-
taisie-Impromptu, and Nocturne in E-Flat Major. He did not only compose his own music, but contrib-
uted to others’ compositions by inspiring other pianists, too.

Beethoven was a fantastic composer that will live on in many people’s hearts for centuries to
come. He put emotions into his music prior to what he was feeling, continuing to compose music even
when he became deaf, and influenced many great pianists such as Liszt and Chopin. He is, and will con-
tinue to be, one of the greatest figures in Western Music.
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My Thoughts on Robots, Al, and the
Future: A Look at How Technology is
Changing Our World

Anaya Banerjee
Grade VII

Robots have always been a source of wonder and a little bit of fear. Growing up in Tokyo, a city filled with every-
thing from robot greeters in malls to high-tech cleaning machines in train stations, I see them as a part of my
everyday life. But what’s really fascinating—and a little bit unnerving—is the idea that these machines are starting
to get a “brain” through artificial intelligence (AI). Al is the secret ingredient that lets robots do more than just
follow simple commands; it lets them learn, reason, and make their own choices. The rapid progress we've seen
with Al especially with tools like ChatGPT that can write stories or answer questions almost like a person, is
pushing us toward a future where machines aren’t just tools but could become our collaborators.

Can Robots Really Think and Feel?

This is the big question that I think about a lot. While Al is getting incredibly good at mimicking human emo-
tions, it doesn’t actually experience them. For example, Al can generate text that sounds empathetic or a voice
that conveys sadness, but it doesn't have a “heart” in the way that humans do. This is a crucial difference. We
sometimes make decisions based on feelings, intuition, or a gut instinct—things that aren’t always logical. A ro-
bot, no matter how advanced, is bound by its code and algorithms. It can be programmed to prioritize outcomes
we associate with positive emotions, but it will never feel joy, sadness, or love. It can’t understand what it’s like to
be human because it lacks the messy, complicated, and deeply personal experiences that define us.

The Good, the Bad, and the Uncertain

The rise of Al and robotics brings a lot of opportunities. They have the potential to solve some of our biggest glob-
al problems, from combating climate change to finding cures for diseases. Imagine AI-powered robots helping
doctors perform intricate surgeries or analyzing vast amounts of data to make scientific breakthroughs. However,
there are serious concerns, too. One major fear is that as machines get smarter, they will take over human jobs in
countless industries. Even more troubling is the idea of highly advanced robots making decisions on their own,
especially in military applications where they could choose targets without any human oversight. The future is
uncertain: while these technologies could make our lives better, they could also bring serious complications like
widespread job displacement, economic disruption, and an over-reliance on machines.

This brings up the concept of the technological singularity, a hypothetical point in time when AI becomes so ad-
vanced that it achieves superintelligence, an intelligence far beyond human comprehension. While this is unlikely
to happen anytime soon, it’s a possibility that we can’t ignore. If the singularity were to occur, it could fundamen-
tally and irreversibly change human civilization. In a best-case scenario, this superintelligence could solve all our
problems and lead to an era of unprecedented prosperity. In a worst-case scenario, the Al could view humanity
as an obstacle, leading to our obsolescence or even extinction.

A Moral Compass for the Future

The rapid advancement of AI feels like a race, and sometimes it seems like no one is in control. This is why we ab-
solutely need a moral compass to guide us. The development of AI and robotics can’t just be about making things
smarter and faster; it has to be about making things safer and fairer for everyone. We have to ask tough questions:
Who is responsible when an Al makes a mistake? How do we prevent AI from having biases? And how do we en-
sure that we're using this technology to protect human jobs and well-being, rather than simply replacing people?
The truth is, we can’t stop progress, but we can guide it. It’s our shared responsibility to strike a thoughtful balance
between innovation and ethical responsibility. We must create a global framework that encourages groundbreak-
ing discoveries while setting clear, ethical boundaries. By guiding this future wisely, we can make sure that these
powerful technologies serve humanity’s best interests, not compromise them.
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Osaka Expo 2025

Divit Mathur
Grade VIII

Introduction:

On the 8th of July 2025, I went on an exciting and unforgettable school trip to Expo 2025 Osaka. A World Expo
is a global event where countries from around the world showcase their ideas, innovations, and culture—this
year’s theme being “Designing Future Society for Our Lives.” Over 150 countries are participating, making it one
of the largest international gatherings. We were a group of 41 students and 4 teachers from our school, eager
to explore the massive Expo site, which spans over 150 hectares on Yumeshima Island in Osaka Bay. Before we
arrived, the students were split up—most entered through the East Gate, while I went in through the West Gate
with my group. The Expo felt like stepping into a vibrant, futuristic world full of color, energy, and creativity. We
explored many amazing pavilions, including the inspiring Bangladesh Pavilion, the stunning Saudi Pavilion, the
beautiful Indian Pavilion, and the incredible Japanese Pavilion. Visiting the Expo helped us students learn about
the global issues, cultures, and technologies excitingly and interactively. It was a day filled with wonder, learning,
and unforgettable moments.

Arrival at The World Expo - Bangladesh to Saudi Arabia:

Our adventure kicked off at 7:30 a.m., to be exact, when we bid farewell to our hotel, hearts filled with eager
anticipation for the moments that lay ahead. A short yet scenic train ride, followed by a specialized Expo shuttle,
carried us to Yumeshima, where we stepped in through the West Gate, eyes aglow with excitement and wonder.
Our first destination was the Bangladesh Pavilion, an architectural marvel that beautifully interwove elements
of traditional heritage with modern innovation. As the proud friend of a Bangladeshi, this stop held a special
significance for me. The pavilion buzzed with vibrant digital displays that illuminated the rich history of the
nation, and engaging conversations with the amiable staff enriched our understanding, making the experience
deeply personal and unforgettable.

Next, we were swept off our feet by the Saudi Pavilion, a gateway into mesmerizing urban landscapes such as the
historic Al-Ballad and the visionary Neom. Enchanting sounds of traditional music emanated from the talented
artist Reef Loretto, creating an immersive ambience. We marveled at stunning natural exhibits featuring delicate
coral reefs and flourishing mangroves, each a showcase of the kingdom’s environmental treasures. The captivat-
ing folklore stories, including those of the majestic Arabian Leopard and the intriguing Palm Lady of Terror,
added layers of intrigue and magic. Meanwhile, the tantalizing aroma of freshly baked goods wafted through
the air, created by skilled Saudi bakers crafting sumptuous hot sands, coffee and artisanal pastries, adding a de-
liciously warm touch to our journey.

India, Qatar & Spain Pavilions:

As I entered the India Pavilion, a profound sense of pride filled my heart. It was a vibrant celebration of my
homeland, adorned with striking tribal art installations and a sleek, modern reception area that captured the
spirit of contemporary India. I was particularly struck by the exhibits proudly showcasing the country’s monu-
mental advancements in space technology, especially the incredible satellite that successfully reached the enig-
matic dark side of the moon. At the exit, exquisite, handcrafted jewelry and artisanal home decor caught my eye,
each piece reflecting the skill and tradition of India’s craftsmen with a captivating allure.

Our next stop was the vibrant Qatar Pavilion, bursting with energy as we were welcomed by a dazzling live tra-
ditional dance and music performance that infused the air with flair and excitement. The space was alive with
colorful decor and lively rhythms, making us feel like part of a grand celebration. The pavilion was based on the
traditional Qatari dhow boat construction and Japan’s heritage of wood joinery. The Spain Pavilion awaited us
next, enchanting us with its elegantly designed, orange-themed room that symbolized creativity and innova-
tion. This aesthetic masterclass harmoniously blended historical elements with forward-thinking concepts. The
pavilion focused on innovative technologies for harnessing ocean waves and sustainable aquaculture practices,
showcasing how these fields can work together to create a more environmentally friendly future.
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UAE, Kuwait & Lunch Break:

Entering the UAE Pavilion felt like being enveloped in the warm embrace of Emirati hospitality. The rich, intox-
icating aroma of Oudh mingled with the scent of steaming Turkish coffee and the gentle smoke of tradition-
al incense, creating a sensory feast that immediately captivated our senses. As we explored, we uncovered
cutting-edge sustainable technologies that highlighted the UAE's commitment to innovation and met trail-
blazers like Dr Nawal Al Hosany and the visionary Samuel Horvath. The intricate process of date cultivation,
complete with mouthwatering samples, provided a delectable surprise that delighted our taste buds and
showcased the cherished tradition of Emirati culture.

However, it was the Kuwait Pavilion that truly mesmerized us. Through stunning underwater visuals and im-
mersive storytelling, we were transported on a journey through the nation’s illustrious maritime history, the
intricate web of cultural trade, and its unique architectural heritage. A breathtaking sand-based topographic
map brilliantly illustrated Kuwait’s striking landscape, from its sandy shores to its bustling urban centers. After
soaking in this incredible sensory overload, we took a well-deserved lunch break near the tranquil Japan Nik-
ken Sekkei Pavilion, where we exchanged stories of the pavilions we had visited, eagerly recalling moments
that would linger in our memories.

Solo Wandering, Japan Pavilion & Grand Finale:

As the rain briefly paused our explorations, | seized the moment to wander solo through the Commons Cand
B zones. | encountered friendly faces from all over the world, sharing laughter and engaging in lively con-
versations as we meandered through the vibrant African and Scandinavian exhibits. The informative United
Nations and Red Cross pavilions offered profound insights, and | was thrilled when the UN presented us with
beautifully illustrated books on Japanese history—a treasure trove of knowledge to take home.

By 7 p.m., we reconvened at the Japan Pavilion for a mesmerizing finale. The theme “Between Lives”resonated
deeply, embodied in the pavilion’s stunning design, constructed entirely from sustainable cross-laminated
timber. This thoughtful creation symbolized the interconnectedness of all living things. The innovative biogas
plant, the circular layout that promoted flow and accessibility, and interactive exhibitions spotlighting Japan’s
regenerative approach to nature left a lasting impression. As we ascended to the upper ring, a breathtaking
drone show unfolded overhead, illuminating the night sky with intricate patterns and a narrative of renewal
and harmony with the environment. It was the perfect culmination of a day that felt like a dream journey
around the world, leaving us awestruck and inspired.

Conclusion:

Reflecting on our day at Expo 2025 Osaka, | am filled with gratitude for the incredible experiences and memo-
ries we created. Each pavilion offered a unique glimpse into the culture, innovation, and artistry of its respec-
tive country, showcasing the richness of our global community. From the vibrant displays of Bangladesh to
the technological advancements in India and the warm hospitality of the UAE, every corner of the Expo was
a testament to human creativity and collaboration.

The friendships forged and the knowledge gained during this trip have deepened my appreciation for diver-
sity and the stories that connect us all. I left the Expo not just with souvenirs, but with a heart full of inspira-
tion and a renewed sense of curiosity about the world. This unforgettable adventure has not only enriched
my understanding of different cultures but also ignited a desire to explore and learn more in the future. In the
spirit of unity and innovation that the Expo embodies, | look forward to sharing these stories and experiences
with others and encourage a sense of wonder and exploration in all who venture beyond their borders.
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The Last Plant on Earth

Aakarsh Ryo Kundu
Grade - VIII

The desert was a whisper now—quiet, breathless, and endless. Once, it had been a valley of rivers and forests. Now,
wind carried only dust and the hollow scrape of sand against glass.

The dome stood alone, half-buried, like a blister on the skin of a dying planet.
Inside, it was green.

The man moved slowly, his steps resonating on the metal grates, and crouched beside the plant. A small, defiant
thing. A bright green sprout with delicate leaves, growing from a mound of dark, rich soil—possibly the last of its
kind. Possibly the last living thing alive on Earth, save for him.

“Good morning,” he said softly, spraying the leaves with water. The plant didn’t answer, as expected. But he swore
it leaned toward him.

He had been tending to the plant for so long that he thought hed forgotten what the sound of human footsteps
in the sand sounded like. But as the wind stirred the dry earth outside, a faint sound broke through the stillness.
At first, he thought it was his imagination, an old man’s weary mind playing tricks. But then, it came again—a soft,
rhythmic thud, the distant scrape of boots against the drought-stricken earth.

The man stood slowly; he hadn’t seen anyone in years, not since the last of the survivors had turned away from the
desert, leaving the greenhouse untouched, as if the plant had been preserved just for him.

He stepped toward the door, hands trembling as he adjusted the old, rusted latch.

A young woman stood there, her clothes ragged, face streaked with dirt and sand. She was gripping a water bottle,
nearly empty, her eyes wide with disbelief as she looked at the dome.

“I didn’t think... I didn’t think anyone lived here,” she rasped, breathless. She took a step forward, then another,
as if pulled by an invisible thread.

The man eyed her warily, his gaze flicking to the plant, still thriving in its glass sanctuary. Something about her
unsettled him. The eagerness in her eyes—it reminded him too much of himself, years ago, before the world had
come to this.

“You shouldn’t be here,” he said, his voice rough. “There’s nothing for you here”

Her gaze darted from him to the plant, then back again. Her lips parted, as if shed been holding something in for
far too long.

“I thought... it was over,” she said, her voice barely a whisper. “I thought... I thought I was the last one on this hell
of a world”

The man stared at her for a long time. He turned away, unwilling to look at her. There was too much truth in her
words, too much honesty in the way her gaze fell upon the last living thing in the world.

“Well,” he said, “you’re wrong”

She shook her head. “I didn’t mean people. I meant... life. I thought it was all gone. No more animals. No more
plants. Just... us”

The man was silent for a moment. He turned away, unwilling to look at her. “Youre not the last,” he said. “There’s
always someone else”
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She stepped forward, almost too quickly, like she was desperate for the sight of anything living.

“Please,” she said, her voice cracking. “Can I see it? Just for a moment? I won't... I won't touch it. I just
need to see it

The man hesitated. Hed allowed himself to believe the plant was the last, and no one should know. Not
anyone who might ruin it, or worse, take it.

But the girl’s gaze—so full of desperation—felt like something else. Not a threat, but a request.
He opened the door slowly, just wide enough for her to slip through.

The woman stepped inside, eyes locked on the plant as she crossed the threshold. The air smelled faintly
of damp earth and old growth, an odor so rare now that it made her breath catch in her chest.
The man followed behind her, leaning on the door, arms folded.

The girl knelt before the plant, as if afraid it might vanish if she touched it. Her fingers hovered over the
soil, just barely brushing the surface. She looked back at the man, her eyes wide.
“It’s real,” she murmured. “It’s... still here”

The man didn’t answer. He couldn’t.

She sat back, her knees cracking, and stared at the small green sprout. “How long?” she asked softly.
“Too long,” he said, he rasped. “I've been here for... too long”

The girl swallowed, her eyes bright with an emotion the man couldn’t describe. It wasn't hope. It was
something heavier.

“Can I take a seed?” she asked, her voice low.

His heart skipped, then hardened. “No.”

She met his gaze, the same fire in her eyes that had driven humanity to the brink of destruction. “You
don’t understand,” she whispered. “It’s the last chance. If we don’t take it—if we don’t try to grow it—then
it dies with all of us”

His hands clenched into fists. “I've seen what happens when people try;,” he said. “The world was ruined
before. And now you want to start over again?” He shook his head, looking away. “Some things are better
left to die”

She shook her head, desperate. “It's not about trying to start over. It’s a matter of survival. I can help. The
seed is the key... we can start a new world. A better one.”

The man turned toward the glass wall, staring out at the vast wasteland. His fingers trembled, aching from
years of solitude. Could he trust her? Could anyone be trusted? The lonely years had affected his ability to

trust, to believe in people.

Her voice broke his never-ending thoughts. “I don’t want to watch everything die,” she said, a crack in her
voice. “I don’t want to be the last one.”
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The silence between them stretched, the weight of her words hanging in the air.

The girl took a tentative step forward, reaching out for the plant.
She paused just inches away, her hand trembling. He could see the 7

it was the last lifeline she had left.

“No,” he whispered, his voice strained. He stepped forward, block-
ing her path.

She jerked back, startled. “Why? Why won't you let me take it?”
The man’s eyes hardened. He stared down at her, the years of iso-
lation and pain written into his features. “You don’t understand.
People who are overeager and naive like you don't get it. You think
you're saving the world, but you're just repeating the same, count-
less mistakes humans have made. You'll destroy it again. Just like
the rest of them.”

She stepped back, her face crumpling. “Then we all die, don’t we?
If no one tries... we all die” /
For a long moment, the man stood in the middle of the room, |
frozen between two worlds: the one he had left behind, and the
one she was desperate to create.

The man looked at her, then at the plant. Something inside him burst.
He stepped forward and knelt beside the plant. His hands, shaking with age and regret, reached for the
soil. He pulled a seed from the roots and held it out to her, his fingers brushing hers as he passed it.

“You take it,” he said quietly. “But don’t waste it.”
The girl’s eyes filled with tears, and she nodded. She held the seed carefully, like it was the last thing
that mattered.

The girl left without a word, carrying the seed in the palm of her hand. The man stood by the door,
watching her disappear into the horizon. He didn’'t know if she would succeed, or if humanity would
destroy the plant again. He didn’t know if there was any hope left.

But for the first time in years, he allowed himself to believe there might be a chance.

He sat back down beside the plant, the tiny spring still growing strong in its glass cage. The world out-

side was silent, and the wind carried only dust.

But for a moment, just a moment, there was hope. Hope, of a better world.
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How Al is Redefining Education

Srishti Chatterjee
Grade XII

Artificial Intelligence is no longer just science fiction. It is reshaping industries, economies, and our everyday
life as we speak. What started with voice assistants such as Siri or Alexa has significantly advanced and is now
deeply embedded in how we live and work. One of the most important, yet often debated, areas of impact is
education.

Artificial Intelligence is rapidly changing the way students learn and teachers teach. From learning platforms
such as Khan Academy’s Al tutor to the most commonly known tools such as ChatGPT can now explain com-
plex concepts almost instantly. Al has made education more accessible, adaptive, and efficient for students
and teachers. Artificial Intelligence has achieved what was nearly impossible in traditional classrooms. These
systems can analyze student performance and modify content to individual learning styles, helping students
grasp topics at their own pace. Moreover, algorithms such as automated grading systems and virtual teaching
assistants are reducing the workload for teachers. This allows them to focus more on active student engage-
ment. Al has been created with the purpose of making high-quality resources more accessible.

Although Al brings many advantages to the classroom, there have been serious rising concerns. The increas-
ing overreliance on Al tools is leading to the drop in critical thinking and creativity, especially since students
have become unreceptive consumers of information provided by these Al systems. Students are starting to
use Al tools such as ChatGPT to give them direct solutions to complete their school assignments, which they
then submit without using their own creativity or knowledge. This also hampers the student from having a
proper understanding of that field of study and may affect their performance in future school examinations.
Furthermore, Al often lacks the human compassion needed to understand emotional or social cues, which are
vital in a healthy learning environment. We also risk creating a system where those who design the algorithms
hold all the power, deciding what students learn and how they learn it, sometimes with incomplete data.

As Artificial Intelligence continues to evolve, it is extremely important that we don’t adopt it blindly in edu-
cation. While this technology has huge potential, letting machines take full control of what and how we learn
could pose imminent danger. Learning could become mechanical and disconnected from the emotional and
social growth students need and have gotten from traditional teaching until now. Letting AI take control of
your thinking process will also reduce originality and deep understanding. But that doesn’t necessarily mean
AT should be completely avoided. With the right precautions and a moral oversight on keeping education
human-centered, Al can enhance learning, make it more comprehensive, and prepare students for the future.
Artificial Intelligence is neither our savior nor our doom but is merely a tool. A tool which can be used either
carefully, or mindlessly. In the end, the key is not to let Al lead or replace human intelligence, but to help,
support and guide our creativity for future prosperity.

www.batj.org 115 Durga Puja 2025



Time to move on

Ashmita Paul
UG- 1 Year

The end of an era. I will never forget
The day we first met.

I imagined you as a safe haven,
No weapons needed, just pencil and pen.
Youd welcome me with morning bells,
And occasionally repulse me with putrid smells.

You entered my life at the mere age of six,
Dedicated to enlighten me, maybe teach me some tricks.
Maybe teach me some manners?

Maybe teach me some rules?

Maybe teach me why I exist and why do we have schools?

You taught me all of this, and who can forget the usual, constitutional part where we arbitrarily learn
Math, Science, English, maybe sprinkle in a second language?

That became my duty, my purpose.

Sooner or later, it dominated my head,
My hands, my pens, my essays, my tests,
Even my conversations with my peers:
“I think I failed my exam, should I get a retest?”

Ambition sparked within me, a bizarre entity.
These grades eluded me, became my
Identity.

I have learned so much from you.
You taught me what to do and what not to do,
You gave me knowledge, friends, meltdowns, nerves, but most of all,
You showed me how it is so easy to lose your self-worth just from one fall.

I take these experiences, stuff them in my luggage, and bow my head to my knees for you.

“See you later, I will be gone...
Not forever, but it’s time to move on!”
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Experiencing Satyajit Ray’s ‘Mahanagar’
in Tokyo: A Personal Reflection

Arnab Karmokar
UG-1 Year

Born in Kolkata on May 2, 1921, Satyajit Ray was a true polymath—a director, screenwriter, composer, writ-
er, calligrapher, and illustrator. He studied economics at the University of Calcutta before moving to Shan-
tiniketan, where his artistic vision flourished. Over the decades, his work earned him countless accolades,
including an Honorary Academy Award recognizing his lifelong contribution to cinema.

Ray’s influence stretches far beyond Bengal. He has been idolized and respected by legends across the globe:
America’s Martin Scorsese (Goodfellas, Taxi Driver) has often cited him as a key inspiration for his own
work, while Japan’s Akira Kurosawa (Seven Samurai, Rashomon) famously said, “Not to have seen the cinema
of Ray means existing in the world without seeing the sun or the moon.”

I have always loved the works of Satyajit Ray—pride of
West Bengal, pride of any Bangali. Over the years, I have
had the privilege of immersing myself in his world, both
on screen and on the page. Agantuk has long been my
favorite among his films, and his Feluda detective stories
are ones I constantly return to. So when I learned that a
local theater in Tokyo would be hosting special screen-
ings of his films, I was ecstatic.

The event, titled Satyajit Ray Retrospective 2025, was held
at Bunkamura Le Cinema in Shibuya Miyashita—a small
yet intimate space where the magic of old cinema seems
to linger in the air. Known for its international niche film
selections, the theater attracts a devoted audience of Jap-
anese film enthusiasts. They screened six of his films: Jal-
saghar (1958), Mahanagar (1963), Charulata (1964), Ka-
purush (1965), Mahapurush (1965), Nayak (1966), and
Joi Baba Felunath (1979). I was able to watch Mahanagar,
which won the Silver Bear for Best Director at the Berlin
Film Festival—a story about a middle-class housewife in
1960s Calcutta who takes a job to support her family, and
finds herself confronting societal norms as well as her
own growing sense of independence.

For me, it was absolutely surreal to hear Bengali dialogue echoing through a Japanese cinema hall, with so
many Japanese viewers quietly absorbed in the story. Sitting there, I felt a deep pride in understanding every
word of a language foreign to most in the room, yet captivating them nonetheless.

I kept glancing at the Japanese audience members around me, wondering how they were processing the film.
I realized that while they might not understand the cultural nuances in the same way a Bengali viewer would,
they were still completely engaged. One small but memorable part of the experience was reading the Japanese
subtitles—particularly when food came up. At one point, when rosogolla was mentioned, the translation ap-
peared as “milk dango” (milk dumplings). I couldn’t help but smile, imagining the audience picturing a plate
of chewy mochi instead of spongy syrup-soaked sweets.
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What struck me most about Mahanagar was its central idea—that women could and should work outside
the home. In the film, this shift is about more than earning an income; it questions the structures of gender
and family that have been taken for granted for generations. Watching it today, I was struck by how relevant
it still feels. Even in our current society, patriarchal thinking remains common. In many parts of India, the
traditional, conservative idea persists—that women should stay home, caring for their husband’s family,
while the men are the breadwinners.

Another element that resonated deeply was the main
character Arati’s moral compass. She worked for her-
self and was willing to stand up for what was right and
just, even when it came at a personal cost. Her decision
to confront injustice, especially in the face of authority,
made me admire her as a character and person I could
look up to.

The fact that Satyajit Ray made this layered statement
as far back as 1963 was astonishing to me. This was not
a message subtly hidden in metaphors, but rather an
explicitly clear portrayal of a woman stepping into the
world and slowly discovering her sense of indepen-
dence.

As I left the theater, I could only think about the magic
of Ray—how he tells stories so rooted in a particular
place and time, yet so deeply human, that they tran-
scend all borders.
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Crimson gold hues of Autumn
Sohini Mathur

Summer Moow - Sukrishna shit
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Maa Burga
Subho sarkar

Moharaja Tomare Selam
lps'uca Blswas
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Krall Yantra
Bipasha Ma\jumdnr

www.batj.org

m-ﬁ"{ pr et h":a'-.a
SR
LRI E PR

= Puja 2025



Lord Krishna - Bhaswatl Ghosh
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Under Sea
Neal Ghosh Sharma
4 Yvrs

COLORFUL

Colorful Whispers of my
mind

Q@j&hsh Neelesh ?E,mprilm
A

e —Reyansh Neelesh Pimprikan
— 5+ tears
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Granesha With mMother
Aadibua Das
7 TS

Colours
Kiaan Ghosh
S Yrs
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Big Bright Bloom
Shasha Kar
10 Yrs

939
Aadvika Ghosh
13 Yrs
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Policy
Awarq

o "ORGANIC SIKKIM*
NI

‘Sikkim wds dechred the First 1007 organic state
in Janvdry 2016, i the world dnd in India

recieved by Sikkim

Timeless Beo\u%
Aaron Chatter " jee
13 Yrs
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Maa Durga
Sap&asree Phar
4 yrs
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Golden Hour- Gandharbee Misra

Dolomites, Italy - Moitrayee Majumder

wwwbatj.org 140 Durga Puja 2025



Tasman Lake Glacier, New Zealand- Mayukh Datta

- L 2N

Mirror Lake, New Zealand - Purbita Dabta

www.batj.org 141 Durga Puja 2025



BENGALI ASSOCIATION OF TOKYO, JAPAN (BAT])
STATEMENT OF ACCOUNT FOR 2024-2025

INCOME EXPENDITURE
ITEM AMOUNT ITEM AMOUNT
[Opening Balance on Yen 1,220,472 [Expenses for Durga Puja  [Yen 2,819,222
Aug 31,2024 and Anjali Magazine, Saras-
(from 2023-2024) wati Puja, Rabindra Jayant,
Break Up- Storage of Durga Pratima,
and Miscelleneous Others
In bank a/c Yen 746,624
|[Cash in hand Yen 473,848
[Collection by Subscrip-  [Yen 2,516,678  |Closing balance on Aug31, [Yen 917,928
tions, Pronami, advertise- 2025(Carried forward to
ments 2025-2026) Break up-
in Anjali and Donations
In Bank a/c Yen 746,583
Cash in hand Yen 171,345
TOTAL Yen 3,737,150 [E@IEXIE Neni3 737, 190
SINCERE THANKS from

Bengali Association Of Tokyo, Japan
www.batj.org

Donations for Durga Puja on October 13th, 2024 Donations for Saraswati Puja on February
9th, 2025

. Anirvan & Srabani Mukherjee: Bhog

. Biswanath & Chaitali Paul: Dry Fruits & Nuts

. Krishana & Moitrayee Das: Fresh Fruits

. Ranjan & Abantika Das: Fresh Fruits, & Sweets . Krishana & Moitrayee Das: Fresh Fruits

 Partha & Lia Kumar: Sweets . Ranjan & Abantika Das: Fresh Fruits & Sweets

1. Anirvan & Srabani Mukherjee: Bhog
2
5
4
. Punit & Paromita Tyagi: Banner 5. Partha & Lia Kumar: Sweets
6
7
8

. Biswanath & Chaitali Paul: Dry Fruits & Nuts

. Snehashish & Joyita Dutta- Fruits . Pranesh & Chandrima : Sweets
. Abhishek & Priyanka Ghosh: Namkeens . Ashoke & Aparna Karmokar: Chocolates
9. Prabir & Tuli Patra: Flowers . Sunil Viswanathan &
10. Lakshman & Sophiya Hazra: Sweets Sangeetha Krishnamoorthy: Flowers
11. Sunil Viswanathan &
Sangeetha Krishnamoorthy: Flowers
12. Hemlatha Anand & Family : Flowers

OO ~J G b0 N —
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utors, whose cross-cultural offerings have elevated the reach and resonance of Anjali far
beyond geographical boundaries.

We further wish to acknowledge, with deep gratitude, the sustained patronage of our long-
standing sponsors and advertisers. Their continued support has been instrumental in facili-
tating the ongoing publication of Anjali, and it is a matter of genuine satisfaction to witness
the steady and meaningful expansion of our digital readership.

Throughout this endeavor, we have been the beneficiaries of invaluable guidance, thought-
ful counsel, and scholarly insight from numerous individuals, whose contributions have
significantly shaped the character and integrity of this publication. To all who have accom-
panied us on this journey, we extend our most profound thanks and enduring regard.

Editorial Team Cover concept and Magazine Design and
ArtWork Collage

Biswanath Paul Meeta Chanda Moitrayee Majumder
Joyita Basu Dutta
Moitrayee Majumder
Chaitali Paul
Purbita Datta
Krishana
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Creating joyyul times 4,
LOVERS OF
INDIAN FOOD
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FRES"NESS * PURITY = QUALITY

Marketed in Japan by
Ao/ fea Ambha
VEG & VEGANK SHOP y

www.ambikajapan.com




online store

BATI CRO M F OODS Japan's Trusted Halal

Store Since 1992

An Enterprnise of Diamond Trading Lid.

For more than 30 years, BATICROM FOODS has proudly served Japan
with premium Halal-certified products. We specialize in importing quality
frozen fish, fresh vegetables, daily essentials, and also produce some
of the finest traditional sweets in Japan.

Our Tokyo store and online shop serve a diverse community—shops,
restaurants,and families who trust us for quality and service. With 24/7 online
orders and friendly in-store support, we ensure a smooth and reliable shopping

experience.

CONTACT US
115-004, Tokyo, Kita Ku, Akabane Minami 2-16-11, Diamond Building. (Near JR Akabane Station)
Tel: 03-3902-1442, 03-6682-8323. Mobile: 090-3913-4440 (Line, Whatsapp, Viber). Fax: 03-6680-2179.

www.baticrom.com

online store

BATICROM £=1 BATICROM AUTO
AN Enterpri of TAmant NG T Enterprise of Diamond Trading Lid. N == BUSINESS ON WHEELS
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A VERY JOYOUS
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NIPPON VEDANTA SOCIETY
Ramkrishna Mission in Japan

| This mission is represented by

- Swami Medhasanandaand is located at

!

NIPPON VEDANTA SOCIETY
4-18-1 Hisagi, Zushi-shi,
Kanagawa-ken 249-0001 B

Phnn&- +81-46-873-0428 Fﬂ:ﬂl-dﬂ-ﬂ?:!-ﬂﬁ!?- 3 B
Website: http:/iwww.vedantajp Email: info@vedantajp

Boat Wisbes Fvam

Rokko Sarees & Fabrics Co., Lid.

Famous for Japanese and Indian Sarees and Fabrics

ROKK SAREES

g /0 b
y

Batra Insurance

T4 \> THE NEW INDIA ASSURANCE CO. LTD.

Agents for (§ g

) . Comprehensive Fire, Comprehensive Automobile, Personal and Public Liability,
Since 1972 .
Overseas Travel Personal Accident Insurance and

Reverse OTPA for Short Term Medical Insurance needs for your relatives visiting Japan.

Tokyo Office (JR Ebisu St. East Exit)

Pine Crest 1FI., 1-7-3, Hiro-0,

] Shibuya-ku, Tokyo. 150-0012

Tel.: 03-3400-6887 Fax: 03-3400-6889  e-mail: rokko_sarees@f02.itscom.net
Mobile: 090-9848-4373 batra-insurance@f02.itscom.net




ftewrtiest Pujw Greetings

A FATE

Reasonably Priced Quality Food
AERBACREONE

!ﬂ Contact Information:
1+ FRM
Address: 1-18-12 Mizonokuchi F213-000)

_— YT 93110, ) IaF. KRE. MOO).1812

Takatsu-ku, Kawasakl-shi,
———— un Kanagawa 213-0001 Japan www.shaghun. jp
h%h e-malt:shaghun/p@gmall.com
. Phona/Fax: 044-813.0102
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mumbauapan com

G oy Durga Pooyin 1AL/

Sweeten Your Celebrations - %
=

with Qur Irresistible Mithai Selection :
Order here!

- %d I

AV FEETY ¥

5-2-25 Hiroo, Hongoku Building, 3rd Floor, Shibuya-Ku, Tokyo, Japan 150-
0012
HREBEARLE 5-2-25 £EE L, 3F T150-0012
Ph.: 03-5941-6996

https:// privajapan.com




I

SARTA]

laste The Real Origin

[BRITANNIA |" MOUTHWATERING §i*
Ty JUICES & NEGTMﬁ
DELICHOUS RANGE i

~ OF BISCUITS -

ﬁ . Perfection for Cooking [T P
5 H Brarts with Right Grain o g

Shop Online in Categories of:

e Spices ® Beans ® Pulp & Juices ® Herbs * Dry Leaves ®* Non-Food
* Oil & Ghee *® Atta ® Rice ® Dry Fruits ® Chutneys ® Alcohol
* Ready-to-Eat ® Snacks & Biscuits ® Pickles ® RTC ¢ Frozen
e Cosmetics ® Healthcare ® Superfood ® General

* All our products are 100% Veg and suitable for vegetarians. El s

- “huﬂ * Vegan products are also available online at Sartaj Foods. |:. : :.: :' %
hss““ﬂ) * Also shop variety of cosmetics, beauty, & health products. | = e 14

WE—"" « Weofferfast and secure delivery to all the regions of Japan. [E]F¥"¥

T563-0043 Osaka-fu, lkeda-shi, Kouda 2-10-23 » Tel:072-751-1975 » Fax: 072-751-1976
.sartajfoods.jp email:info@sartajfoods.jp




Heartiest Greetings from

The New India Assurance Co. Ltd.

Japan Regional Office: 22F, STEC Joho Bldg.
1-24-1, Nishi-Shinjuku, Shinjuku-Ku TOKYO 160-0023

75 Years of ] apan Operations

Insurance
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Insurance
Insurance
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Insurance
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Insurance
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Insurance
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Insurance
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Insurance
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Insurance Cargo

NEW INDIA ASSURANCE

AN INDIAN MULTI-NATIONAL SINCE 1919 WITH PRESENCE IN 25 COUNTRIES
YOUR RELIABLE INSURER IN JAPAN FROM 1950

ENSURES LASTING CUSTOMER RELATIONSHIP
RESOURCE PERSON FOR RELATIONSHIP

L
0.0

Mr. P. S Amos Victor

CEO, Japan Operations
080-8191-6899

Branches: Tokyo, Osaka, Nagoya, Hiroshima, Sapporo, Okayama, Gifu
Sub Branches: Fukuyama, lwakuni, Shimonoseki, Himeji
Please visit us at www.newindia.co.jp
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100% PURE /e
ALPHONSO MANGO
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Online Shopping
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% %’% |  Indian Restaurant SITAR >

Home

TEL 043-272-7050 FAR 043-272-7075

B https://sitar.co.jp/ B https://www.e-sitar.jp/
1-106-16, Kemigawa-cho, Hanamigawa-ku, Chiba 262-0023

info2@sitar.co.jp




We offer the following services:

e Fixed deposits in USD & JPY at attractive rates.

e Remittance facilities to Individuals / Corporates / Institutional accounts with competitive
Exchange rates for remittances in USD & INR

¢ Opening of current accounts in Japan.

¢ NRE/NRO account-related service.

Remittances To India

e SBI Tokyo provides remittance services in six currencies, i.e. INR, USD, GBP, EURO, JPY
and Nepali Rupee at attractive exchange rates.
e Remittance services can be availed by account holders as well as walk-in customers.

ADDRESS CONTACT DETAILS

Tokyo Branch E-mail: rem.tokyo@statebank.com
avprem.tokyo@statebank.com

Tokyo Tatemono Nihonbashi Building Phone: 03-3517-3720/03-3517-3711

4™ Floor, 1-3-13 Nihonbashi
Chuo-ku, Tokyo
(B9-Exit @ Nihonbashi Station)

State Bank of India




With Best Wishes

Bank of India “
Relationship beyond banking

Please contact us for;

1) Remittance Services 2) Deposit Services
3) Trade-related Services 4) Foreign Exchange
*

dep 3116 S
ofiqid

A
gIie® waRTd e 8

Marunouchi Nakadori, Bldg. 2-3 Marunouchi (=
2- Chome Chiyoda-ku Tokyo 100-0005 Japan 1§

Bank of India ®

Relationship beyond banking

]

Tokyo Osaka

Marunouchi Nakadori Bldg. OAK Sakaisuji Honmachi Bldg.

2-2-3, Marunouchi ' 1-8-12, Honmachi

Chiyoda-ku, Tokyo 100-0005 Chuo-ku, Osaka 541-0053

Phone: 03-3212-0911 Phone: 06-6261-4035

e-mail: boitok@gol.com e-mail: boi.osaka@bankofindia.co.in

Please visit us at https://www.boijapan.com




ORVXPEER

Join the Future with Oryxpeer

Your Gateway to Exciting Careers in IT & Technology

Oryxpeer is a dynamic recruitment company based in Tokyo, connecting talented
professionals with leading organizations worldwide. We specialize in IT, software
engineering, and multilingual technical talent to power global businesses.

Positions Available

Software Engineers
Al / loT Specialists
Bilingual Technical Interpreters
Full-Stack Developers
Cloud & Infrastructure Engineers

Project Managers

Why Join Oryxpeer?

V/ Exciting global career opportuniti
v/ Work with cutting-edge technolog
/ Bilingual & multicultural environ

/ Support for career growth and rel
Apply Now!

i infoeoryxpeer.com
& www.oryxpeer.com
? Tokyo, Japan



With Best Wishes From :

Indo Bazaar

A Complete Shopping Center

Authentic Indian Groceries
Delivered Across Japan

o

Customer Care
090-6043-7125

Contact

Email: indobazaarjapan@gamail.com

Website : http://www.indobazaar.com

Kamata shop:
144-0052, Kamata, Ota-Ku, Tokyo 5-20-6

Indian Restaurant: Lucknow Café
Pacific Palace B1F, Miyamoto-Cho, Kawasaki-Ku
Kawasaki-Shi , Kanagawa

Tel: 044-589-5201

New Open

Indobazaar Sakuragicho

231-0064 Kanagawa , Yokohama, Naka Ward, Nogecho
3 Chome-160-4, Cheru , Noge , 1F




a1 FEE
North and South Indian

AUTHENTIC NORTH & SOUTH INDIAN RESTAURANT CHAIN

U AWARDED BEST RESTAURA
U3l EAD 4 VEARS CO
(ALL BRANCHES)

dmo 3 » o >

awagoe , Saitama
Phone-0 9 86 Phone-03-34 okyo 105-000 Phone-03-6 095 y okyo 105-620 Phone-0 99

Phone-0 0-78 Phone-03-6403-0710
Phone-0492 65434

n]Pvana('O . :;e::a';lt ttI'\T :;::)on at any of our branches
SPECIAL - Cash payments only

- Not valid with any other offer/coupon
DINNER

- 20% OFF per bill.
DISCOU NT - To avail this.oﬁer, reservation is required.
COUPON - No reservations for Lunch.

- Valid Up to : Dec 31,2025




HAPPY BIJOYA

Dl \/Pv
INDIAN RESTAURANT
Roppongl Hills Hillside B1 03-6438-1177

6-10-1 Roppon

Tokyo Hlblya Midtown 2F 03-6550-8765

1-1-2 Yurakucho, Tokyo

.Maxy Maa Durga’s
" Bilessings Brmg _
Peace and Harmony
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- A well wisher
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A ;?E“ Carica is a powerful and delicious food supplement made of fermented papaya. Papaya é% fﬁ
“"  has been called “golden tree of life” and has been a favourite substance from ancient £
times. Carica is produced from papaya by excellent world renowned Japanese
.. fermentation technology.
4w Carica Celapi PS501 is made from unripened papayas which have been selected ¢ .
carefully. After taking the skin, seed and juice from the fruit without oxidation, they are _
"% fermented and ripened, then dried naturally. There is no process of extracting just one 0
component or chemical treatment. Also there are no additives such as vitamins or
.. . calcium. The manufacturing process is natural and holistic.

a. “Carica Celapi PS-501", 100 sachets (3grams each) 26500 VEN
b. “Carica Celapi PS-501", 40 sachets (3grams each) 12500 VEN

For more information or order
0120-65-8631 (free call)
Free catalogs (in Japanese) is available Ayurveda, Jyotish, Gandharva-veda, Amrit Kalash
Amrit, Inc. (HEEFL T L wk) _ Amrit, Ghee, Incenses,
Fsi0-0815 =ZERMAGHSEE1-2-23 | F—a)S1—4 Arcma oils, Herbal teas, Spices,
TEL D59-340-5138 FAX 058-340-5175 AR SER ~ Ancient Indian Music CD, Books,
E-mail: infoarmrit jp EE AR Indian Astrology, Ayurveda,
URL: hittp://wwwsammritin A Ews s
4

A\ NYTILS
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KOHANA

INTERNATIONAL SCHOOL

PASSION e CREATIVITY ¢ VALUES

ADMISSIONS
OPEN

One ofthe BEST and MOST
AFFORDABLE CAMBRIDGE SCHOOLS in JAPAN

KAWASAKI CAMPUS

« PRE SCHOOL
« GRADE 8, CAMBRIDGE IGCSE, AND A LEVELS

TSURUMI CAMPUS

+ GRADES 1-7

SCHOOL FEATURES

» BENQ 75" SMART PANELS IN ALL CLASSROOMS
« CAMBRIDGE TRAINED AND EXPERIENCED TEACHERS
« ENGLISH AND JAPANESE LANGUAGE SUPPORT AVAILABLE
« EXTENDED & AFTER SCHOOL PROGRAMS
« LEARNING MANAGEMENT SYSTEM FOR ENGLISH,
MATH, SCIENCE, STEM, CODING, ETC.
« UNIVERSITY AND COLLEGE PLACEMENT COUNSELLING
« E-DIGITAL LIBRARY

SCHOOL FACILITIES

» SCHOOL LIBRARY

+ SCHOOL BUS AND BENTO SERVICES

« ACTIVITY AREA

+ SCIENCE LABORATORY

» WELLNESS ROOM

» FUJITSU STADIUM ACTIVITIES

- MEGALOS SPORTING ACTIVITIES - TENNIS

THE DL;KE DF@ ) Bridé.eb

INTERNATIONAL AW,

BB Combridge Assessment A :
AP International Education P

Cambridge International School

BOOK A SPACE Now




Handcrafting Sweet Traditions since 2019.

visit our website

www.tokyomithaiwala.jp ERTEE
03-6808-0777 Ra

SEINAN

GROUP



MARRIOTT

Kobe Marriott, Kyoto Marriott
and Hamamatsu Marriott
( opening 1st quarter 2026 )
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HOTEL GROUP 3
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IN 22 PREFECTURES IN JAPAN, HminoTEL GROUP OPERATES B1HOTELS HHMI 5 HOTEL GROUP

HOKKAIDO  Hotel Pear| City Sapporo hﬂDSI//hl‘l'lihOtE'Ql’OUD.Com

TOHOKU  Hotel Pearl City Hachinohe Hotel Peard City Akita Kawabata, Hotel Pead City Akita Kanto Odori,
Hotel Pearl City Marioka, Hotel Pead City Kesennuma, Hotel Kameya,

Hotel Pear| Cily Tendo, Hotel Pearl Cily Sandai - HOTEL MANAGEMENT INTERNATIONAL CO..LTD.
KANTO  Ginza Creston, Shibuya Creston Hotel, Chofu Creston Hotel Mikazuki sea park hotel Katsuura,
Mikazuki sea park hotel Awa Kamogawa, Hotel Nankaiso 10F Yamaman Bldg., 6-1 Nihonbashi—koami-cho, Chuo—ku,
TOKAl  Hotel Ravie Kawaryo, Daisenya, Tsumagoi Resort Sai no Sato, Hotel Crown Palais Hamamatsu, Tokyo 103-0016, Japan
Grand Hotel Hamamatsu, Mikawa Bay hills Hotel, krago Resort & Convention Hotel Hotel Crown Palais Chiryu !
HOKURIKU  Hotel Wellness Natoll
KANSAI  Hotel Helan no Mori Kyoto, Hotel Crown Pallals Kobe, Hotel Pearl City Kobe Seles Office:
RGO molo Kanko Hotd salyg. Tokyo  TEL 03=5623-3008 FAX 03-5614-0376
umoto Kanko Hotel Saikyo X
SHIKOKU  The Crown Palais New Hankyu Kochi Sendai  TEL 022-267-0821 FAX 022-262-8720
KYUSHU  Hotel Crown Palais Kitakyushu, Hotel Crown Palais Kokura, Yatsushiro Grand Hotel, Nagasaki Misshokan, Nagoya TEL 052=264=7671 FAX 052=249=3637
Misshokan Shinkan Baishokaku, Nisshokan Bettei Koyotei, Hotel Kirishima Castle, DOsaka TEL 06-6210-4145 FAX 06-6210-4146

OKINAWA  Rizzan Sea—Park Hotel Tancha—Bay, Motobu Green—Park Hotel Fukuoka TEL 092-483-3811 FAX 092-483-3821



