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Tribute from my son Ronnie

| remember seeing him since | was just four and half years
old. The impression that got imprinted deep inside me about
him since my early childhood was his worldviews, scholarly
and off course his lovable nature. As | started growing, | came
across with many brilliant people, yet my imagination of the
embodiment of scholarship is synonymous to Pishai as | used to
call him. | think myself so fortunate to see him closely for many
years and for getting enlightened in various subjects. Over the
years, | always wished to have long, engaging conversations
about various topics with him. Unfortunately, he left before that
could happen. | solemnly pray for his eternal peace.

| love you Pishai.
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A “Genuine” Person

At an IB (International Baccalaureate) workshop, | was
attending, a question had been raised as to how to help
children decipher between fake and genuine. It started from
books, news, etc. but at one point, the discussion had shifted
to "who is a genuine person"? Reference was made to an
article by Travis Bradberry, published in Forbes, March 2016.
Bradberry talks about the 12 habits of genuine people. | don't
want to go into the details of all the twelve habits as that is not
my purpose, but | will just choose a few in context.

1. Genuine people speak their minds but are not
judgemental

2. They forge their own paths

3. They aren't motivated by material things and at the
same time generous

4. They treat everyone with respect

With these points in mind, | pay my tribute to a person
whom | have always respected and considered to be a
"Genuine Person".

Soon after we had arrived in Japan we were invited to
a Bengali home. We were total strangers - the host and the
guest. On our arrival, the heartfelt welcome "esho esho" from
our host is just what has stayed with us forever. His tone of
greeting made us feel so at home - and | gathered - this is
how we make strangers friends and then become more like
an extended family in a foreign land. And thus, began our first
acquaintance with the Dasgupta and Gupta family, and the
Bengali community of Tokyo.

Over the coming months, we got to know the family and
our bond grew stronger and we got to know even better our
beloved and respected Kalyan da to whom | can attribute all
the traits of a Genuine, loveable, and respected person.

Speaking his mind

Kalyan da had his own perspectives and opinions
and always shared them with others yet never imposing them
on others. At the same time, he showed true interest in the

- Rita Kar

other person's questions and views in a very pleasant manner
thus making everyday conversations meaningful.

Forging his own path

Kalyan da graduated as an engineer but forged an
entirely new path guided by his passion for linguistics. He did
not adhere to the conventional and safe path to be successful
but chose the road that enriched his commitment.

Not motivated by material things

For Kalyan da, like any genuine person, showing off was
not his nature. His feel-good came from his generosity, his
friends, his family, his passion, and a sense of purpose.

Treat everyone with respect

Whether interacting with adults or children, scholars or
layman, Kalyan da knew how to interact at every level - his
respect for others made him approachable and available to all.

So, this was Kalyan da - finding joy and happiness in
everything and sharing and spreading this joy amongst all.

| started with the IB Conference and | will conclude here
with a reference to IB education, as that is what many of the
International Schools in Japan follow.

IB teaches students to be naturally curious, thinkers,
openminded, risk-takers, communicators, empathetic, and
principled — all these traits were embodied in Kalyan da.

In conclusion, for those who don’t know Kalyan da,
Kalyan Dasgupta was one of the earliest of Bengalis to come
and settle down in Japan. From1973 — 1992 he along with his
wife Seuli, inspired and helped many Indians who were new to
Japan. Kalyan da loved Kolkata — and all that came with that
city and perhaps fate took him to Kolkata from America to
spend his last days in his beloved city.
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