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Durga Puja Program October 6, 2019

Puja ... 11:00 AM
Anjali ... 12:00 PM
Prasad & Lunch ... 12:30 PM
Cultural Program ... 2:00 PM
Puja & Arati ... 4:00 PM

il

" Cultural Program

Opening dance Advika, Akanksha, Anaya, Ashmita, Rhitwikaa

Durga Vandana
Chorus song: Chaitali Paul, Meeta Chanda, Maitrayee Majumdar,
Purbita Datta, Biswanath Paul, Mayukh Datta

Children’s dance: Ananya, Ashmika, Atreyee, Ayana, Gandharbee,
Rajeshwari, Suvechha, Tosani, Zinniya

Classical fusion dance: Kaajal Misra, Ishvaryaa Chandan, Arpana Mitra

Festivals of India and Japan
Children: Aahan, Advika, Ananya, Ashmika, Ayana, Diaan, Hrihan, Kiaan

Dancers: Arpana Mitra, Priya Panda, Payel Roy Chanda, Priyanka Basu, Pamela
Maiti, Reimi Dasdeb, Rituparna Misra, Sumana Kar, Joyita Dutta,
Maitrayee Majumdar, Meeta Chanda, Purbita Datta, Tuli Patra

Singers: Amit Roy, Biswanath Paul, Chaitali Paul, Kalapi Roy, Aparna Karmokar, Arjyama
Choudhury, Chaitali Paul, Joyita Dutta, Meeta Chanda, Maitrayee Majumdar,
Purbita Datta, Sangeetha Krishnamoorty, Shatabdi Ghosh, Sayantani Dasgupta,
Tuli Patra, Arun Sarkar, Snehashish Dutta, Mayukh Datta, Krishana Das, Sanijib
Chanda, Somenath Kar, Angan Pati, Debjani Ray, Sanskrita Bhattacharjee

Guest artists: Dance groups - Mayukas, Nihon Kairali, Natyanjali Online,
Japan dance school of Noriko Kuroe and Chisato Miura
Narrators: Sneha Kundu, Sangeetha Krishnamoorty, Keiko Chattopadhyay,

Purnima Ghosh, Amit Roy

Bengali comedy - Arjyama Choudhury, Angan Pati, Arnab Karmokar, Arpana Mitra, Kasturi

Aschorjo Indian: Bhattacharyya, Pamela Maiti, Somik Ghosh

Stage, Light and Sound Prabir Patra, Sanjib Chanda, Biswanath Paul, Mayukh Datta, Snehasish
Dutta, Manas Mitra, Atsushi Suzuki, Kaori Izumida, Rita Kar

Compered by Partha Kumar and Keiko Chattopadhayay

Program coordinated by Rita Kar

Venue: Ota City Industrial Plaza (PiO), Main Exhibition Hall, 1-20-20, Minami Kamata, Ota-ku,
Tokyo 144-0035, Tel: 03-3733-6425/6600

© Bengali Association of Tokyo, Japan (BATJ). All rights reserved.
Disclaimer: The articles compiled in this magazine are personal opinion of the authors and in no way represent any
opinion of BAT].
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Embassy of India
2-2-11 Kudan Minami, Chiyoda-ku
Tokyo 102 0074

IR & XTI
AMBASSADOR OF INDIA

MESSAGE

It gives me immense pleasure to extend my greetings to the Bengali
Association of Tokyo, Japan (BATJ) on the occasion of Durga Puja being
celebrated on 6 October 2019 at Ota City Industrial Plaza (PiO), Tokyo.

The celebration of Durga Puja in Japan is a wonderful way of achieving
togetherness among Indians in Japan and introducing our Japanese friends to
the culture of India.

| commend all the members of the BATJ for organizing the festival and
wish them success, happiness and good health.

Tokyo 29 I 19
29 August 2019 (Sanjay Kumar Verma)

Telephone: +81-3-3265-5036 ; Fax: +81-3-3262-2301 ; E-maik amb.tokyo@mea.gov.in ; amboffice.tokyo@mea.govin



CONSULATE GENERAL OF JAPAN

55, M. N. SEN LANE, TOLLYGUNGE,
KOLKATA-TO0 040

R

5th September 2019

MESSAGE

It is my great pleasure to extend my hearty greetings to Bengali
Association of Tokyo, Japan (BAT.J) on the occasion of Durga Puja,
being celebrated on 6t October 2019 at Ota City Industrial Plaza.

As Consul General of Japan in Kolkata, where Durga Puja is
celebrated with much fervor by everyone, I am happy to know that
Durga Puja is also being organized in Tokyo, Japan.

I hope, by having Durga Puja in Japan, the people of Japan
would understand more about the culture of Bengal and India so that
mutual understanding of two people will be further strengthened.

I commend the efforts taken by BATJ for organizing this
festival and wish its great success.

Sincerely
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Editorial

Heisei era began in 1989 with the ascension of Emperor Akihito to the throne of Japan. It
continued for thirty years, and finally came to an end in 2019 following Emperor’s abdication.
Soon after, crown prince Naruhito ascended to the throne making the start of new era - Reiwa.
History is meant for recording the past. A recorded history gives an opportunity for detailed
analysis of the past from all possible different perspectives. Well documented Heisei era thus
has now become the subject of review. This era, as the name signifies began with the dream of
establishing peace all over the world. Time has come when people can reflect on the past thirty
years and try to understand if this era, under the influence of various events, could fulfil the wish
of the dreamers.

In last thirty years, globalization, economic ups and downs, astounding progress in science
and technology have brought various changes in the lives of individuals and of the societies in
general. Progress in science and technology has given new hopes and aspirations to human
beings. On the other hand several unexpected problems have also surfaced up in recent years.
With the burst of bubble economy amplified by the effects of long recessions, changes started
happening in the way Japanese people used to think traditionally. With life time employment in
Japan in its heydays, common people were all guaranteed for a settled life. All of a sudden they
discovered that during economic slump, this was not true anymore. This gave a big blow to their
confidence and dependences on the existing systems.

Medical science on the other hand, through great deal of improvements in recent years has
continuously increased life expectancy of people. However, with the drop of childbirth, Japanese
society rapidly turned into a super aged society, which in turn posed a severe challenge of
providing care to the elderly people, especially due to the lack of human resources. There are
further examples which tell us that Japanese society encountered many unwelcoming challenges
during Heisei period. There is a need to review Heisei period objectively. A compilation of essays
based on personal opinion of the civil society reviewing Heisei period from the perspectives of
economy, science and technology, is the main theme of this year’s Anjali.

Our Durga puja was also started in the same year when Heisei era began. Since then, we
have been organizing this event for last thirty years. This and many other similar events have
helped us to act as a responsible organized community in Japan. Anjali, our annual publication is
an amateurish effort to offer a forum for expressing our thoughts and creativities. This magazine
is primarily managed by Bengalis living in Tokyo, yet a flavor of universality can be observed in
its multi-lingual nature.

In 2019, two of our dear BATJ members had left us for their heavenly abode. We have offered
our tribute to both of them in special sections.

We earnestly pray to Goddess Durga to shower her grace on all readers of Anjali, and let
there be peace everywhere for all time to come.
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Acknowledgements

We are pleased to bring out our autumnal publication of Anjali on this auspicious occasion of
Durga Puja celebration. Year 2019 marks the end of thirty years of Heisei era and beginning of
new era Reiwa. In order to commemorate this major historical event within our limited scope, we
decided to make a special section reviewing Heisei era from various viewpoints of the civil society.
We are thankful to all contributors who have made it possible by their individual contribution.

Anjali’'s continuing success is made possible by the overwhelming support of many well-
wishers. The Embassy of India in Tokyo extended their gracious support for which we are very
thankful. We hope to receive the same patronage in future as well. We would like to thank all
advertisers who have sponsored this year’s publication. We thank Amitava Ghosh, Biswanath Paul,
Sanjib Chanda, Partha Kumar and Syamal Kar who on behalf of BATJ collected advertisements
from our sponsors.

Every year Anjali is being enriched by the valuable contributions from native speakers of
different languages and various cultural backgrounds. We sincerely thank each of them for
their overwhelming support. We convey our gratitude to the contributors who have sent us their
contributions from outside Japan. We are happy to note that readership of our online version is
expanding.

At different stages of this process, we received valuable advices from many well wishers.
We tried to incorporate their suggestions as much as possible. We convey our sincere thanks
to all of them.

Editorial Team

Editorial Team Cover Artwork & Collages  Articles Integration & Design
Ranjan Gupta Meeta Chanda Sanjib Chanda
Ruma Gupta 1o
Sanjib Chanda Ads Compilation
Meeta Chanda Sudeb Chattopadhyay
Sudeb Chattopadhyay
Keiko Chattopadhyay

(Digital version of Anjali 2019 will be available later at BATJ website.)
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