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Mejo Jethu

My uncle Amar Babu, who happens to be my father’s
second elder brother, was a mining engineer by profession
and remained a bachelor by choice till the end. We used to
call him ‘Mejo Jethu’. He loved two things with a passion:
travelling to well-known and little-known places within the
country and reading books on supernatural phenomena
from around the world. He strongly believed in ‘life after
death’ and the transfer of souls. He was our go-to person
for advice on trips and vacations and entertainment—
particularly in rainy evenings when, almost exclusively, ghost
stories had to be heard. He worked at different government
undertakings and departments throughout his career and
retired from Barsua Iron Mines, at a non-descript hill town
in remote Orissa.

Mejo Jethu lived in a posh quarter within the mining
area surrounded by jungles and hills. Elephants, snakes and
wild boars were some of the frequent visitors followed by
deer and sambar at times. Sometimes, even leopards. The
hill station was a calm, serene place to stay, conspicuously
in contrast to the chaos and boisterousness of cities. On a
cloudy day, if the windows were left open, clouds would just
float indoors silently, without any invitation and would spray
a heavenly shower on items and occupants inside a room.

Mejo Jethu was a brave and fiercely independent
person. After retirement, he came to stay with us in our
village but lived separately. On our insistence, he reluctantly
agreed to have his meals with us whenever in town. | was
always his favourite nephew. He would tell us tales of souls
and life after death. He used to read a lot about ‘planchette,’
the transformation of souls, the power of ‘tantra, mantra,’
and similar things. He even told me how people like
Rabindranath Tagore and many illustrious Bengalees of the
time were attracted to planchette. He would often refer to an
interview by Satyajit Ray to recount how it was only because
of wishes of the departed soul of Sukumar Roy revealed
through a planchette with Tagore that Tagore insisted that
Satyajit Ray get enrolled in Shantiniketan, despite Ray’s
disinterest. His references to Tagore and other eminent
Bengali personalities did have an effect of normalizing the
idea, but still, we were far from convinced. Mejo Jethu'’s
theory was simple. Addressing me affectionately as Tapu
he said, ‘“Tapu, the soul never dies; it moves around until
it finds a compatible and suitable body in a nearby womb
possibly. Some researchers are of the opinion that first it
looks forward to enter as a newborn within the close family if
anyone was expecting. Otherwise, it tries to find its way into
any expecting relative within the group of blood relatives.
Otherwise, it prefers a womb based on a compatible body
within the parameters of the makeup of genes.’ He also
thought it was not just genes that have a role to play on
the behaviour, mannerisms, eccentricities and the mental
makeup of a person, but soul as well. ‘Mejo Jethu ! | do not
believe in such theories of yours,’ | would tell him, laughing.
‘These are not my theories, child; these are some of the
opinions of researchers and scientists,” Mejo Jethu would
always reply patiently, as if tolerating my ignorance only out of
affection and kindness of his heart. From what he theorized,
| understood the soul to be following the FIFO rule. Like the
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Ola Uber cabs, the soul too reaches the nearest customer,
maybe directed on the basis of geographical proximity.

‘Jethu,’ | said to him, ‘I also fail to believe the story
of a black snake standing a metre high on its tail. How is
it possible, Jethu? | questioned him. And he would repeat
his story and | would willingly listen to it with the thrills and
anticipation of a first time listener, though | knew it by heart
by now. ‘Believe me, Tapu, | was returning on my Rajdoot
motorcycle one late night and my friend was behind me .We
just crossed the jungle area and at the bend, as we slowed
down we saw something which sent shockwaves through
our marrow. A black snake of around one-and-a-half metres
long was standing straight on its tail and the headlight fell
on its face. It looked similar to a black mamba. We parked
the motorbike with the light still focussed on the reptile’s
face. | took a stick from the nearby bushes and struck a
deadly blow on the waist and the reptile fell down. Two more
blows and the snake lay lifeless. | burned the reptile and left
the place.” Regardless of the degree of credibility that his
stories offered, | used to yearn for more stories that defied
common logic or science. ‘Mejo Jethu, remember you told
us about the lady you saw wearing a red saree in the dead
of night with jewellery on and waiting on the road that you
crossed? The next morning we heard that the dead body of
the girl’s father-in-law lay at that spot. It was rumoured that
the girl had committed suicide a few days earlier owing to
dowry harassment by the father-in-law and the soul of the
girl took revenge on him.

Whatever it may be, what excited me was Mejo
Jethu’s animated style of delivering the stories. His actions,
mannerisms, pitch and diction were just right and we
enjoyed every bit of it. He only said what he himself believed
in or about his inferences based on his own experiences.
He always said that belief would come out of one’s personal
experience, and one only had to be open to receiving all
kinds of experiences. His logic was simple: just because
most people have not experienced it, the existence of
supernatural was not disproved. He was very fond of
me and whenever | had holidays or once every month |
would go to visit him and he would come on his Rajdoot
motorbike to get me home from the other side of the river.
Our village was around 50 to 60 kms from the school hostel
at Dasagram. Satishchandra Sarbarthasadhak Sikshasadan
was my school by the way. There was just one motorable
road running between, crossing some wooded area and
some inhabited ones. Between the two places there was
a big river known as Keleghai. This big river used to be in
a foul mood at frequent intervals. Crossing the Keleghai
was a horrifying experience each time. Most times, my
uncle would wait for me on the other side of the river with
his ever-dependable companion, the Rajdoot motorcycle,
to pick me up or drop me off at that point. Keleghai was
frequently in spate and was subject to raging high tides.
The bamboo bridge built by the villagers was not reliable
and often washed away by the strong current. The boats
of the local fishermen were the only hope at times but even
those were very uncertain at odd hours. Mejo Jethu would
write letters to me frequently when | was in the hostel, using



inland letters and | sometimes replied using postcards.

One December, a particularly chilly one, the annual
exams in my college had to be deferred twice due to bad
weather. We were stuck between suspended exam and
deferred break and therefore could not go home. We had
to stay put at the hostel, waiting for the exams to begin.
And anyway, going home was not a calming idea when
you were panicking about exams. Anyway, finally the exams
began and eventually | was left with only another week of
exams. | had to let Jethu know that | was about to be done
and coming home right after. My problem was: How do | let
Jethu know about it? With not many options at hand, | just
posted a postcard to him stating that he could come and
pick me up the following Friday evening and wait on the
other side of the river after 5.

On that Friday, it was raining since morning as usual
and the examination went on well till 5 pm. As the bell rang,
| rushed to the hostel to pack my bag while other hostel
inmates were celebrating the end of the examinations and
preparing to go to their respective places the next morning.
| took permission from the warden and left. | began walking
towards the Keleghai river. | couldn’t wait to see my parents
and Mejo Jethu and also my friends in the village after such
a long gap. An umbrella saved me from the drizzle that did
not let up and the feeble pencil torch was just sufficient to
lead me in the growing darkness. Stories that | had heard
from Mejo Jethu came back to me in a rush, putting my
stomach in a knot. | tried to brush off any trickle of irrational
fear telling myself that they were just stories and could never
happen in real life. Only a handful of people were seen on
the road in this inclement weather. There were no vehicles
to be seen at all. The entire place seemed deserted. After
walking for an hour | somehow reached the banks of the
river Keleghai. The river was in spate and the bamboo bridge
and the fishermen’s boats were not to be seen. ‘What do |
do?’ | thought to myself. The span of the river was so large
that it would be difficult for me even to swim and that too
at night. | began to panic but there was no one to help. |
desperately hoped that Jethu would have received my letter
and would be waiting for me.

In my despair, | tried to shout with all my might, in
an effort to make my voice heard on the other side of the
river: ‘Mejo Jethu, are you there, there is no boat this side.
.. are you there?’ There was no reply for some time. Then
suddenly | could hear the sound of a motorcycle and saw
a beam of light pointed toward me. | instantly knew that
this must be Mejo Jethu. The rain had become unbearable
by now. | heard a voice suggesting that | wait. This too, |
assumed, to be Mejo Jethu’s. | followed the advice. | saw a
small boat with a dim light approaching the bank. . . | was
overjoyed. Once the boat reached, the boatman called out

Mejo Jethu

in a feeble voice, ‘Come, Tapu babu, just step in. Mejobabu
has sent me to take you across.’ | crossed the river and
thanked the boatman profusely. After walking for another five
to seven minutes | reached the spot where the motorcycle
was parked. Mejo Jethu was there wearing a raincoat. ‘Tapu,
come,’ he said, ‘let us get started. The weather seems to be
getting uglier.” Indeed, the skies seemed to have burst and
the sound of the rain almost deafened me. But now that |
had crossed the river and would soon get home, | couldn’t
care less. | got onto the bike, held the umbrella and we
started toward our destination. ‘How were your exams?’
he asked, his voice sounding distant. But | was too happy
to care. | excitedly babbled my exam story.

The rain was really nasty. After an hour’s drive we
reached our village and it was pretty late. As we reached the
main entrance of our house, | got down. Mejo Jethu handed
over my bag to me and asked me to go inside so that he
could park the vehicle and come. | happily ran towards the
door and could see the rays of the lanterns burning inside.
Knock, knock!! ‘Ma, open the door. Tapu here.” ‘Who is
there at this odd hour?’ | could hear Ma’s voice. . . ‘Tapu
here, Ma’. ‘Tapu!!” “The door opened and | tightly hugged my
mother. Tears rolled from my mother’s eyes. She asked me
to sit. The house seemed full. As | sat down, | saw relatives
coming out of the rooms. | was surprised. Was there a get
together or any event planned that | was not aware of?

‘Ma, all our relatives are here. Why? Where is Baba?’

‘Your Baba is fine. . . he has gone to the town this
morning.’

‘But why is everyone weeping and crying?’ After
sometime Ma broke the news to me: ‘As your final exams
were on we did not inform you, but ten days back your Mejo
Jethu had expired and today was the tenth day ceremony

‘What!! It cannot be true Ma . . .” | screamed and |
rushed out of my house to find Mejo Jethu who drove me
home. . . but no one was around. | rushed to the shed
where the bike was kept and felt the engine. . . it was still
very hot. In an instant | understood what had happened,
and there were shivers down my spine. | could feel my heart
racing up my throat and my knees wobbling! After all my
refusals to believe in his claims of supernatural existence, a
matter like this had to happen to me! | experienced proof in
such a personal way that now there was no room to doubt
anymore. Fear left me. Now it was awe. And calm. | knelt
to the ground and bowed to Mejo Jethu. | cried to myself,
‘Yes, Mejo Jethu, | believe your stories. By bringing me back
home safely you proved your theory of life after death. May
your soul find peace, Jethu. Come back to us when you
are ready.’
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Sail Set Sail

- Sougata Mallik

| have yet to turn towards the morning light,
Where the sorrows can no longer hide me.
| stand transfixed like a photo in black and white,
Where unknown voices are deep as the somber sea.

These wasteful tears have poisoned all my days,
And tortured my heart that’s so afraid and frail.
| close my eyes to imagine all the peaceful ways,
That you and | can board our ship and set sail.

These living memories | know | cannot escape,
For they continue to hide my startled worried face.
| am clothed tightly in this gloomy dented cape,
That wraps my body with no breathing space.

Please set me free or else | may only steam,
Please set me free now - to dream the dreams | dream.
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In the Moonlight

- Purnima Ghosh

Clear night sky! What a brilliant full moon!

Standing in the balcony, I’'m enjoying the beauty alone.
See the lovely view of the calm and gentle moon.

See the harbor where endless waves dance on their own.

| can see the rooftops , the trees, and the wide sky;,

| smell the aroma of Jasmine in the breeze.

It seems , environ is dressed up for the moon to satisfy;
Every one stands up for the moon to make her please.

Wherever | look, | see her majestic presence;

Billions of stars in her court, twinkle surrounding her.
Everything is blissful in nature, in peaceful ambience.
All odds become even by her magical touch whatever.

| ‘m lost and breathless in the shower of moonlight,

| ‘m reincarnated with moon’s whisper in my ear
“Take a deep breath, Replace all sorrows with delight;
Enjoy life with nature, Love all, Let you cheer.”
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