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CULTURAL CONTACTS BETWEEN INDIA & JAPAN
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Rabindranath Tagore, (1861-1941) is =
the most eminent Bengali renaissance Fcatt i
poet, philosopher, essayist, critic, paint- = id
er, composer and educator who dreamt
of a harmony of universal humanity. '
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2016 is the centennial year of Rabin- #Ruins6fhouse at Sankelen Gﬂﬂf“?ﬁ
dranath Tagore's maiden visit to Japan, #where Tagore stayed in 1916° (1§
which was followed by four further visits.

During his visits he stayed in Kobe, Tokyo, Yokohama and Karuizawa, but his sojourn amidst the
beauty of nature at the Sankeien gardens in Yokohama from mid-June till August end of 1916 gave
the poet an understanding of how art and nature are a part of the Japanese way of life. His appreci-
ation of Japanese architecture and landscaping is reflected in many buildings in Santiniketan.

Yasunarl Kawabata, the first Japanese Nobel Laureate in Hterature met the first Asian Nobel laureate while he was in Middle school.
Later in his life he recounted his image of the sage from India in the following words:

“Hig white hair flowed saftly down both sides of his farehead ; the tufts of hair under the temples alse were lang like two beards and link-
frg up with e halr on bis cheeks, conbinued Tnke his beard, 5o that ke gave an impression, fo the boy | was then, of some anclent Oriental
Wizard” ! i
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visited by Tagore in 1916
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