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Some Japanese personalities Tagore came in contact with...

Okakura Tenshin was the son of Okakura Kan'emon, a wealthy silk merchant from Fukui prefecture. He was the
internationally renowned Japanese art historian and curator for the Japan Institute of Fine Arts (Nihon Bijutsuin), the Tokyo Fine
Arts School and the Museum of Fine Arts, Boston. In 1889, he co-founded the periodical Kokka. He was an important supporter
of the work of artists such as Kané Hogai and Yokoyama Taikan, and the Nihonga movement. He met Tagore only twice, and
no record of their exchanges, either letters or photographs of the two together have been found to date. Their meetings took
place first in Calcutta in 1902 and then in Boston in 1913.

Murayama Ryohei was born in 1850 in the castle town of Ise Tamaru, a subsidiary domain of the Kishu Tokugawa clan.
He founded the Asahi Shimbun newspaper company. Along with his business partner Ueno Riichi. He also published Kokka,
an art magazine overseen by Okakura Tenshin, who was known for his deep interest in the arts.

Taikan Yokoyama was born in Mito city, Ibaraki Prefecture. He entered the Toky0 Bijutsu Gakko in 1889 and graduated
in 1893. In 1914, Yokoyama along with Kanzan Shimomura concentrated on reviving the Nihon Bijutsuin (The Japan Fine
Arts Academy) which had closed down upon Okakura Kakuzo's death in 1913. Taikan came to India along with Shunso Hishida
in 1903. He, along with Hishida was one of the first modern Japanese painters to visit India. They worked in Abanindranath's
studio at Jorasanko in Calcutta. Taikan's presence gave the Indian artists, especially Abanindranath and Gaganendranath an
opportunity to study and adapt the Japanese techniques.

Kanzan Shimomura was born in 1873 in Wakayama city, Wakayama Prefecture into a family of hereditary Noh actors.
He graduated first in his class at the Tokyo Bijutsu Gakka (the forerunner of the Tokyo National University of Fine Arts and Music),
and became a teacher at the same institution in 1894. One of his representative works is a byobu titled Yoroboshi or "The Beggar
Monk" was created in 1915 in colored ink and gold leaf on paper. The screen depicts a scene from a famous Noh play of the
same name. In the scene, blind monk, has been falsely accused of a crime. Disowned by his family he wanders about, living as
a vagrant. Although he is now blind, he has become one with the universe and can see all that surrounds him.

Kampo Arai was born in Ujiiie of Tochigi prefecture. In Calcutta Arai worked in Vichitra studio. Kampo Arai visited Calcutta
and Santiniketan and travelled around India from 1916 to 1918. He went to the ancient cave shrines of Ajanta to copy the
famous frescoes there. He also visited Puri, Konark and several other places of historical and artistic interest in Orissa along
with Nandalal Bose.

Jinnotsuke Sano stayed in Shantiniketan from 1905-1908, duringthis period of time he had taught Jujutsu to the students
of Shantiniketan. He translated Gora from Bengali.

Hori Shitoku (1876-1903), a young Buddhist priest of the Nara Prefecture, accompanied Okakura to India to study
Buddhism and Sanskrit. He accordingly became the first foreign student at Shantiniketan.

Yasuji Kiyose ((Fi#ifR = Kiyose Yasuiji, 13 January 1900 — 14 September 1981) was a Japanese composer. He studied
composition privately with Kosaku Yamada and Kosuke Komatsu and in 1930, took an active part in organizing the Shinkd
Sakkyokuka Renmei,

He composed the tune to the Japanese translation of a piece of Tagore’s poem which was sung in Zojoji temple to welcome
Rabindranath Tagore. The poem was number 31 in the collection of poems “The Gardener”.

Jinzo Naruse was born in June 1858, he was son of a samurai family of Yoshiki, from Yamaguchi Prefecture. He spent his
whole life as a pioneer of higher education for women. He was the founder of first women’s university of Japan. As he was great
admirer of Tagore’s philosophy Naruse invited him to the university. In August 1916 Tagore also visited Sansen Ryoya dormitory
of the university in Karuizawa and joined the summer school students in meditation under the big fIr tree.

Tomi Kora was born on 1st July 1896 in the city of Takawa of the district of Toyama. When Tagore first came to Japan in
1916, Tomi Kora was a student of a women’s university. She worked as an interpreter during Tagore’s visit to Japan on his way
to and back from Canada in 1935.

Tomitaro Hara - A successful silkk merchant of Yokohama, who has deep love for his country’s art and cultural heritage.
He reconstructed buildings of historic importance from places such as Kyoto and Kamakura in his garden,which was opend to
the public as "Sankeien”in 1906.

In 1916, from about mid-June till August end, Tagore stayed at Sankeien garden with Mukul Dey.
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Rabindranath introduced

During Okakura Tenshin’s stay in Calcutta in 1902 Sister
Nivedita, an Irish disciple of Swami Vivekananda who had come
to India to help implement Swamiji's plan to educate Indian
women and finally dedicated her whole life to the service of
India, introduced Okakura to Rabindranath. This meeting
between Okakura and Tagore, and also with other members
of the Tagore family had many far-reaching results, including
engendering Tagore’s interest in Japanese painting and a
voyage to Japan to come much later.

Rabindranath visits Japan

Even before his visit to Japan he was a well-known figure
as the first Asian to be awarded a Nobel Prize. This actually
gave Japan a sense of pride as well as an Asian nation hoping
to focus and strengthen its identity as an Asiatic country
juxtaposed to the prideful identities of Western nations. At
least seven books on Tagore’s life and works were published in
Japan before the advent of his visit. These publications, which
reveal the interest in Tagore among intellectuals, also created
an awareness of him among common people.

Hence, his arrival in Japan was warmly received and he
was given a hearty welcome as a distinguished poet and Nobel
laureate by people from all walks of life. Thus he could make
many acquaintances, some of whom would become both great
friends and admirers, like influential poet, Yonejird Noguchi. In
all, Tagore visited Japan five times, the first taking place in 1916
when he spent three months here. During his stays in Japan,
Tagore observed and appreciated many sterling qualities of the
Japanese character, for example, their restraint in expression;
their dignified, graceful and warm manners, especially of the
ladies; their sense of discipline; dignity of labour; love of country;
the delicate sense of aesthetics expressed in traditions like the
tea ceremony; their love of nature and flower arranging; to give
but a few concrete examples. He was tremendously impressed
when he saw a cyclist very nearly hit by a car, quietly leave
without a disparaging or angry word to the driver. On another
occasion he observed that some labourers walked about 2
kilometres to visit a park and sit silently enjoying the beauty of
nature during their short lunch-break.

Tagore visited many places in Japan, including lzura,
where Okakura founded his famous art school and where his
family lived. He met his family members there, but Tenshin had
already passed away. Tagore also met many distinguished
Japanese and gave lectures in various places, including
universities, press clubs and Indian Community Centres, thus
becoming one of the pioneers of the India-Japan Relationship
in the Modern Age and also a prominent visitor in the history
of Modern Japan.

In his private interviews and lecture in Japan while he
appreciated Japan for many of its rare qualities, he was wary
of some of the trends gaining ground in contemporary Japan.
Tagore, deeply rooted in classical values, and a staunch

Rabindranath and Japan

- Swami Medhasananda

advocate of peace, liberty and humanism, was also a keen
observer. During his sojourns he did not fail to notice some
unhealthy trends that begun with the Meiji Restoration of 1868,
when in the name of modernisation, many traditional values and
systems of the land were either uprooted or undermined and
substituted by Western values and systems, without serious
consideration of the effect on national life in the long run.

Tagore’s warnings

Hence Tagore as a humanist and anti-imperialist became
critical, not of the Japanese people, but of Japan’s Imperialist
policies in a speech entitled, ‘The Message of India to Japan’, at
the University of Tokyo and another titled “The Spirit of Japan’,
at Keio University. Tagore warned, “Don’t forget you soul, while
you modernise you country by imitating Europe.” We should
remember that Tagore was not a mere puritanical, orthodox
traditionalist - he was indeed very progressive in outlook and
was always eager to learn from other peoples and countries. At
the same time Tagore was not in favour of any blind imitation.

The second unhealthy trend he noticed that followed from
the first, was Japan'’s pursuit of policies of military aggression
toward neighbouring countries which he strongly criticised. His
warnings and criticisms were not heeded.

At Tagore’s criticism, the Japanese Government and its
adherents among the people were quite displeased. As a result,
the so-called ‘Tagore fever’ or ‘boom’ of enthusiasm as it was
sometimes referred to, that had actually begun early in 1915
at the prospect of a visit, quickly cooled. So much so, that
once instant admirers, like Noguchi, became either increasing
indifferent or began to publicly criticise him.

This certainly prevented Tagore from having a greater,
positive impact on Japan. This sentiment prevailed during
Rabindranath’s second visit as well, although he was a personal
guest of some and invited by others to give talks. During these
subsequent visits Tagore’s impact was more personal than
universal.

This changed dramatically when the militarist policies of
the former government that led to the devastation of the country
in World War Il were given up and the new government declared
itself pacific. Thus a new milieu was created in which ideas and
people were viewed from a different, more positive, liberal angle.
It was in this backdrop that the Tagore’s centenary celebration
took place and ushered in a new assessment of Tagore’s views
on Humanism, freedom and peace. Many programmes with
the enthusiastic participation of a cross-section of society were
organised. A chief feature of these celebrations was the many
translated volumes of Tagore’s works into Japanese, which
initially were only from English translations. Later translations
from both English and Bengali, and Bengali only created a
greater scope of appreciating Tagore’s impact on the people.
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Rabindranath and Japan

Impact of Tagore on Japan

The velocity of that impact can now be studied from two
aspects. Firstly, we can see the impact the style and content
of Tagore’s writing had on other writers, and secondly, we can
see the impact his message had on the people.

As regards the first, Japanese scholars are mostly of
the opinion that Tagore’s impact on Japanese writings is of no
significance. However, there is a different opinion according to
Yasunari Kawabata, Japan'’s first Nobel Laureate in Literature,
who was deeply impressed by the sage-like appearance of
Tagore, having seen him during his middle school days, and
made considerable use of Tagore’s ideas in his own works.

Now just what the impact of Tagore’s work on Japanese
readers and their lives was is difficult to assess unless it has
been properly surveyed and documented. There is, however,
one prominent case is that of Saburo Mashino who was
the first translator of Tagore’s works into Japanese as early
as 1913. This was a re-translation or second-generation
translation from an English translation of Tagore’s Gitanjali.
Mashino himself later confided that the very day he came to
learn he had contacted tuberculosis, an incurable disease
in that day, was when he first became acquainted with
Tagore’s works. And it was Tagore’'s work, perhaps the
poems of Gitanjali, that sustained him during his protracted
ilness and helped him to forget about his terminal disease.
Tagore’s work also induced him to study Indian Philosophy.

Though we may not know specifically, | am sure in addition
to having the joy of reading Tagore’s works, there were quite
a few who drew courage, faith and inspiration from his works
that would sustain them in their days of trouble and suffering.
A similar impact is observed, though to a more limited scale,
with Tagore’s songs appreciated by the Japanese for their lyric
and melody. The general awareness of Tagore again died down
gradually after his birth centenary celebrations only to again
revive somewhat last year with celebration of his 150th birth
anniversary. The response to this recent celebration, however,
was greeted with much less enthusiasm than withessed during
centenary observances.

Impact of Japan on Tagore

In spite of language constraints, Tagore, himself an
accomplished poet, deeply appreciated the Japanese short-
verse compositions known as ‘haiku’ for their simplicity, depth,
imagery and economy of words. He himself translated some of
the more famous haiku into Bengali, one translated into English
as, ‘Old pond, frog jumps, water’s sound.” (Purono pukur /
Banger laph / Jaler shavda). This short haiku composition
inspired Tagore to write a few short-verse poems in Bengali.

Tagore was especially drawn by the beauty of Japanese
painting which was distinct from both Western and Indian
painting and he came in touch with some celebrated Japanese
artists, namely, Taikan Yokoyama, a close associate of Okakura
Tenshin, and Kampo Arai. He even arranged for Arai’s stay at his
Calcutta residence to teach Japanese painting to Indian artists
and to study Indian painting himself. Thus the cultural exchange
between India and Japan initiated by Tagore culminated in the
foundation of ‘Nippon Bhavan’, a centre of Japanese language,
literature and culture in Tagore’s Visva-Bharati University. There
is a sizeable number of Japanese who have studied and now
study language, literature, philosophy, art, music and dance at
this and other Indian universities and institutes including recently
founded Rabindra-Okakura Bhaban in Kolkata.

Conclusion

It is needless to say that the study of life and works
of Tagore which is multidimensional has a great potentiality.
Translations of Tagore’s work into Japanese have made the
necessary ground for the study of it. These translations should
be utilised for promoting the study through organising talks,
seminars, accessible to common people, in addition to writing
books and articles which have been already undertaken by
some scholars of Japan, for example Kazuo Azuma and
Tsuyoshi Nara. Though some of the members of the Bengalee
Association of Tokyo have been holding a Tagore celebration
every year in a small and informal way, a regular annual
celebration of the birth anniversary of Tagore in a grand scale in
collaboration with the Indian and Bangladesh Embassies and
other Japanese and Bengalee sympathisers including the
alumni of the Viswa Bharati, will help substantially to enliven
the memory of Tagore in Japan and kindle people’s interest in
him. Consequently, this may engineer possibilities of greater
impact of Tagore in this country, which he loved so much and
visited so many times.

Tagore with Okakura family
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Tagore - 100™ Anniversary
of his Visit to Japan

- Tom Kawai

before he came to Japan, Tenshin Okakura had visited India, two cross visits made great influence on cultural exchange
between India and Japan.

India and Japan, two countries are respecting each other since many centuries ago. First personal exchange started from
Bodhisena of his visit to Japan in 8" century just after Buddhism was introduced to Japan from India through China and Korea.
Bodhisena taught Buddhism in Sanskrit to Japanese priest and performed the eye-opening ceremony of Giant Bronze Statue
Buddha, Daibutsu in 752. There laid absence many centuries between two countries since then. In 1902 Tenshin Okakura
visited India and stayed 10 months and also he made his second visit in 1912, which made Tagore visit to Japan. Tenshin is a
first Japanese for Tagore and Tagore got to learn about Japan and China through him. Tagore wrote that he learned real Japan
through Tenshin and Tenshin became one of his closest friends. Tenshin has ingenious inspiration and his twice visits to India
influenced young Bengali immeasurably.

Rabindranath Tagore made first visit to Japan in 19186. It is 100" anniversary of his visit to Japan this year. Fourteen years

Tagore was given Nobel Prize for literature as first Asian laureate in 1913. He was asked to visit and make speech by USA.
He finally got a chance to visit Japan on the way to USA.

Tagore visited Japan five times through 1916 to 1929, staying 153 days in total in Japan.

e First visit: 29" May to 2" Sept., 1916, arrived at Kobe then move to Tokyo and leaving from Yokohama
e Second visit: 39 to 9" Feb., 1917, arrived at Yokohama and leaving from Kobe

e Third visit: 31st May to 11™ Jun., 1924, arrived at Nagasaki then move to Tokyo and leaving from Kobe
e Fourth visit: 22" to 28" Mar., 1929, arrived at Moji then move to Kobe and leaving from Yokohama

e Fifth visit: 10" May to 8" Jun., 1929, arrived at Yokohama and leaving from Yokohama

Cultural exchanges between two countries, India and Japan have been widely developed through his five visits to Japan.
Biggest exchanges were fine art. After Tenshin’s visit, Taikan Yokoyama, Shunso Hishida, and Kampo Arai followed. Indian arts
were rather small size pictures at that time and they try to return old time like big cave pictures, so-called Renaissance activity
were taken place. Japanese painting by brush to big canvas, Fusuma, was the great hint to them. They warned Bengali artists
against cheap imitations of the West and advised them to review their old traditions and create their own.

On Tagore’s first visit to Japan, he moved from Kobe to Tokyo and stayed Taikan Yokoyama’s house but moved to Sankei
Hara’s house in Yokohama staying two and half months there where he enjoyed very much. He had a chance to see one picture
by Kanzan Shimomura named “YOROBOSHI” originating from “NOH” at Sankei’s house. Tagore was so impressed to see it and
Veda’s words came out from his mouth, “Asato Ma Sadgamaya, Tamaso Ma Jyothir Gamaya, Mrytyor Ma Amrytam Gamaya”.
This picture shows Sun-set, plum trees and a blind child as if he looks sun-set, though he cannot see it. Tagore might have
imagined colonized mother India as blind. He asked to have this picture but Sankei promised to make a copy which was done
by Kampo Arai who Tagore asked to teach Japanese paintings with brush to Indian artists. Kampo was invited as a teacher and
spent two years 1916-1918. Re-print is kept in Visva Bharati in Santiniketan.

Tagore was welcomed by huge numbers of Japanese since his visit to Japan. It covers politicians, businessmen, professors,
priests, artists, educational people and others.

Shigenobu Okuma, Eiichi Shibusawa, Mitsuru Toyama, Mitsui Family, Okakura Family, Yoshisaburo Okakura, Sankei Hara,
Jinzo Naruse, Kunihiko Okura, Junjiro Takakusu, Yone Noguchi, Ekai Kawaguchi, Mokusen Hioki, Tokuno Oda, Soen Shaku,
Taikan Yokoyama, Kanzan Shimomura, Shokin Katsuta, Kampo Arai, Kagaku Murakami, Kosetsu Nousu, Syumei Ookawa,
Jinnosuke Sano, Ryuhei Murayama, Aizo Soma and many others.

He made many speeches at Asahi Shinbun and at Universities, the University of Tokyo, Keio University and Japan Women'’s
University and others. He watched Japan and learned many good Japanese characters from its historical/cultural heritage through
Haiku/Flower arrangement/Tea ceremony/Judo/Japanese nature including wooden building and gardens/Japanese customs
and its behaviors. The speeches were, “India and Japan”, “The message from India to Japan”, “The spirit of Japan”, “Western
culture and Mission of Japan” and others. The welcome enthusiasm of his visit had been calmed down due to his speech against
Japanese militarism/commercialism/westernization.

Life is divided in four stages, Hindu teaches ashrama. Student-householder-retired-renunciation.

Ashrama would not be applied to the period of one country but could be called same in long run if country changes and
reincarnation. Which stage does Japan stay now? Japan and other US/European countries achieved their economic growth and
obtained rich and convenience through peace. Japan has been enjoyed peace for seventy years through its war-renunciation
constitution. Someone could say Japan reached top of the hill and it is the time to change from prosperity to stability, or from
“busy” in the city to “calm” in the forest living together with nature. It is forecasted that about 30% of the population will be over 65
years old in 2025. Elder people may study to live in the forest apart from the commercialism/consumerism and spend simple life.

We should recall Tagore’s three messages, “Peace”, “Reconciliation of the Eastern and the Western cultures” and “Co-exist
with nature” which is really alive in the current world. And recall it had been created in India where different religions, cultures,
tribes and nationalism fighting each other under colonization. His message penetrates current world issues over same barriers but
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Tagore - 100th Anniversary of his Visit to Japan
think others and respect each other before fighting and without
menace by weapon, which was 100 years ago World War .

Let me introduce one poem, by a grand-student of
Tagore, Nilanjan Banerjee,

We are close as friends,
Whatever disaster may come,
One heart is the Buddha,

While the other is a Sun.

Endless love lies ahead,

Let all wars sleep,

Let the sun be in one sky,

And the Buddha on another side.

From right

Tagore, Taikan Yokoyama, Yoshisaburo Okakura, Kanzan Shimomura,
1916

Yoroboshi by Kanzan Shimomura of which re-print is kept
in Santiniketan

From left to right

Yozo Nomura, Sankei Hara, Tagore, Kampo
Arai, Apurba Kumar Chanda

At Sankeien, 1929

Speech by Tagore in 1916 At Japan Women'’s University’s summer school in Karuizawa
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Ruins of the Hara Family Vila where
Tagore stayed several months.

Group photo of Tagore with Sankei
Hara

Board in front of the ruins tells the
story.

Tea room visited by Tagore

Board in front of the Tea room tells
the story.

Photos taken at Sankei-en
garden Yokohama.
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There are things that we get from outside and take to
ourselves as possessions.

But with meditation, it is just the opposite. It is entering
into the very midst of some great truth, so that, in the end,
we are possessed by it.

Now let us see by contrast what wealth is. Money

represents so much labor. By its means | can detach the
labor from man and make it my own possession. | acquire it



from outside and convert it to my own power.

Then there is knowledge. One kind of knowledge is
that which we gain from other men. Then there is the other
kind which we acquire through observation, experiments
and the process of reasoning.

These are all efforts to take that which is away from
me, and get it to myself. In these things our mental and
physical energies are employed in quite a contrary manner
in from Meditation.

The highest truth is that which we can only realize
by plunging into it. And when our consciousness is fully
merged in it, then we know that it is no mere acquisition,
but that we are one with it.

Thus through meditation, when our soul is in its true
relation to the Supreme Truth, then all our actions, words,
behavior, become true.
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BATJ heartily welcomes Mrs. Pramita Mallick one of the exponents of Rabindra Sangeet to its Durga
Puja celebration in Tokyo. This year being the centenary of Tagore’s first visit to Japan, our wish to
commemorate the historical event will be reinforced by the presence of an erudite scholar of Rabindra

Sangeet like Mrs. Mallick among us.

Mrs. Mallick a winner of various awards, was trained in Santiniketan from an early age, under Santidev
Ghosh, Kanika Banerjee, Nilima sen, among others. She was also trained by Subinoy Roy in Rabindra
Sangeet, Chandidas Mal in Bengali songs, and Pandit Kumar Prosad Mukherjee in Kheyal.
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