Anjali

Durga Puja Program October 8, 2016

Puja ... 11:30 AM
Anjali .. 12:30 PM
Prasad & Lunch ... 1:00 PM
Cultural Program ... 2:30 PM
Puja & Arati ... 5:00 PM
” o
-
Cultural Program -
.
Agamani Akanksha Mukherjee, Ashmita Paul, Rhitvikaa Viswanathan -
Dance Bithika Washizawa, Malini Washizawa, Zinnia Dhar, Anushka Mandal,
Aditi Mandal
Ishwarya Chandan
Recitation Purnima Ghosh, Biswanath Paul, Ahona Gupta
Songs Bidisha Sengupta, Debjani Ray, Meeta Chanda, Tuli Patra, Padmashree

Mukheriji, Ahona Gupta, Chaitali Paul, Biswanath Paul, Sanjib Chanda
Violin: Chandhan Rangarajan and Tabla: Masanori Hisamoto

Dhunuchi dance Arunansu Patra, Nishant Chanda, Prabir Patra, Sanjib Chanda,
Viswa Ghosh, Arnash Gupta, Rahul Bhawal, Samaresh Dhar

English & Japanese Pops Reimi Das & group
Bollywood Melodies Debarati Bose, Meeta Chanda, Udita Ghosh, Srujani Mohanty
Indian Classical Dance Shotaro Matsuo
Music Ensemble Cindy Kumar, Arunansu Patra, Nishant Chanda
Tribute To Tagore
Dance Sudipta Bhawal Mukherjee

Rabindrasangeet with Rabindra Nritya

Songs Pramita Mallick — Guest artist from Kolkata
Dance Subha Kokubo Chakraborty
Tabla Masanori Hisamoto

Stage, Light and Sound Anirvan Mukherjee, Biswanath Paul, Prabir Patra,

Pranesh Kundu, Tuli Patra, Sanjib Chanda, Viswa Ghosh,
Atsushi Suzuki, Kaori Izumida and Rita Kar

Compered by Ahona Gupta, Keiko Chattopadhyay and Biswanath Paul
Program coordinated by Rita Kar

Venue: Ota Bunkanomori Hall, Chuo 2-10-1, Ota-Ku, Tokyo 143-0024

© Bengali Association of Tokyo, Japan (BAT]J). All rights reserved.
Disclaimer: The articles compiled in this magazine are personal opinion of the authors and in no way represent any
opinion of BAT].
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Editorial

On 29th May 1916, Japanese ship Tosamaru arrived at Kobe bringing the legendary poet Rabindranath
Tagore in Japan. It was poet’s maiden visit to Japan which he was looking forward for quite some time.
In Tagore’s words, the taste of Japan could be felt from the voyage itself. From the description in “Japan
Jatri” written by him based on this trip, one can get a feel of the distinctive ways, Tagore had relished
every bit of his experience. One would generally expect, sightseeing to be the main focus of a tourist in a
foreign land. So any description written meticulously based on that perspective can be considered as a
good source of information. Some element of interesting analysis with skillful writing style can at best turn
into an interesting story, but it still falls in the category of a travelogue. However, Rabindranath’s originality
in looking at various things elevates a simple travelogue to a much higher plane, where the bases of his
viewpoint are deep realization and intense feeling. Let us see what he had said in this context in Japan Jatri:

“The power that enables human being to feel the true identity of others is an inherent quality of a man,
which is something like his sensory or visual abilities. These senses provide human beings the power to
directly perceive something without going into any detailed analysis and judgement. Those who are void
of this capability would always be confined by the limitations of facts and figures, and are unable to reveal
grander truth.” Using this inherent power Rabindranath in his short trip observed Japan at the core of its
heart. The true understanding of Japan thus revealed to him helps us to enrich our superficial knowledge
of Japan even after 100 years. He had taught us to realize what the correct way of looking at things is.
We have learnt to appreciate the manifestation of the eternal prayer “from the unreal lead me to the real,
from darkness lead me to light.” when we see Shimomura’s famous picture depicting a blind praying to
the setting sun.

Regarding correct way of looking at things, poet further explained, “this morning our Japanese fellow
passenger came up to the deck to acknowledge first welcome from Japan. At that time only a small tip
of a bluish mountain could be seen on the surface of the sea, as if a huge blue lotus bud was floating in
the lake Manassarovar. He quietly and briefly stared at it and then went back to his cabin. | know for sure,
we don’t have the ability to see it through his eyes. While we were seeing something new, he could find
eternity; we ignored many non-significant part, he was looking at the gross; no matter whether it is tiny
or big, to him everything was a part of the integrated whole. As a result, tiny appears big to him, broken
seems to be fixed and fragments are united. This is what should be the true vision.”

Some of the descriptions related by Rabindranath 100 years ago might have lost its relevance in
course of time, yet the grander truth that he had revealed is largely valid till today.

The centenary of Tagore’s maiden visit to Japan is undoubtedly a memorable incident to the Indians
living in Japan. We too commemorate the incident by dedicating a special section in the limited scope
of our autumnal publication ‘Anjali’.

Heartiest greetings from Editorial board of Anjali to all its readers.
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