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Durga Puja Program October 8, 2011
                   Puja 
                   Anjali 
            Prasad & Lunch
                   Cultural Program
                   Puja & Arati  

… 11:30 AM
… 12:30 PM
… 1:00 PM
… 3:00 PM
… 5:00 PM

Cultural Programme  

Devi Vandana
Song
Dance

Tannistha Roychoudhury
Mohima Kundu

Two skits adapted from Sukumar Roy`s short stories:

“Hingshuti”

“Pagla Dashu”

Adrija, Akanksha, Ashmita, Madhumanti, Malini, Maya, Mini, 
Modhur, Rupkatha, Sneha
Directed by Sujata Chowdhury
Amartya, Aneek, Arunansu, Manav, Nishant,  Ron, Subhankar,  
Tuhin and Biswanath Ganguly
Directed by Rita Kar & Biswanath Ganguly

Tokyo Bangla Band :

Japanese Song :

Anirvan Mukherjee, Anindya Bhattacharrya, Biswanath Paul,  
Indranil Nath, Indranil Roychoudhury, Pranesh Kundu, Prantik 
Chakraborty, Sanjib Chanda, Viswa Ghosh
Kaori Izumida (Keyboard) 
Tannistha Roychoudhury (Guitar)

Bhaswati Ghosh, Christine Bannerjee, 
Debarati Bose, Karabi Mukheerjee, 
Keiko Chattopadhyay, Meeta Chanda,
Mitali Ghose, Rita Kar, Tuli Patra

Odissi Dance: Kazuko Yasunobu and her group

Baul  and Fakiri music: Baul-Fakirs of Nadia, Visiting group from India 

Stage, Light and Sound 
management 

Sanjib Chanda, Biswanath Paul, Prabir Patra, Pranesh Kundu,       
Santanu Nag, Madhab Ghose,  Bharat Vakde,                
Kaori Izumida, Atsushi Suzuki

Master of Ceremonies Keiko Chattopadhyay, Sraboni Mukherjee and 
Brajeswar Bannerjee

Program coordinated by Rita Kar

Venue: Ota Bunkanomori Hall, Ota-ku, Chuo 2-10-1, Tokyo 143-0024, Tel.: 03-3772-0700

©  Bengali Association of Tokyo, Japan (BATJ). All rights reserved.
Disclaimer: The articles compiled in this magazine are personal opinion of the authors and in no way represent any 

opinion of BATJ. 
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Editorial

 To the inhabitants of this planet the calamities that struck North East Japan on March 
11 with a series of devastating earthquakes and tsunamis, and subsequent radiations from the 
Fukushima nuclear power plant, once again revealed the transitory nature of human existence. 
Since 2:46 pm that day thousands of lives have been lost and habitations wiped off. As for nuclear 
radiation, its effect may extend to the following generations, continuing to endanger life. Justifiably, 
the event has stirred sympathy elsewhere in the world too.

  Since antiquity, however, calamities have visited Japan time and again. They include, for 
example, the great earthquakes devastating Kanto region in 1923 and Hanshin in 1995. In between, 
in 1945, the cities of Hiroshima and Nagasaki were very nearly razed to the ground by atom bomb. 
Whether it is owing to forces of nature or wartime insensibility, the Japanese have had to watch 
again and again their cities and homes reduce to ruins. However, as history has it on record, they 
have then, on the same ruins, once again erected edifices, holding aloft their image of invincibility.  
March 11 earthquake and tsunami ravages also will be replaced in time by evidences of advances. 
One can trust Japan on this because its citizens can accept a challenge and because they can attend 
to it without losing their composure.

 Though normally supposed to stand for tolerance in English, the word gaman in Japanese 
is a quality that is not limited in its connotation to a one characterizing individuals. Japanese men 
and women patiently facing the March 11 catastrophe have set an example of collective endurance. 
Closing of the nuclear reactors in succession obviously reduced power supply. Both the government 
and the power supply companies appealed to the public to manage with less power. An entire nation 
strove and succeeded by the end of summer to bring the situation largely under control. And this 
was achieved without any need to introduce legal measures. One evening during the period power 
went off and plunged an entire city in darkness just when in a convenience store the customers 
were waiting to pay at the counter. Absence of power turned off the cash register and paralyzed 
the activities in the store. Without a word the customers returned one by one whatever they had in 
their shopping carts and waited for power to return. Such honesty and sense of responsibility helps 
a nation to advance along the path of righteousness and attain God’s grace.

 Of the seventy thousand pine trees that once stood in all their glory along the seashore in 
Rikuzentakata, only one remains today after the tsunami, as if signifying Japan’s strength and the 
country’s hope for the years ahead.

 We pray to God on behalf of Anjali that this hope may lead the Japanese ahead ever after. 
Let the Almighty never cease to shower His blessings on the bereaved families, on those whose 
losses can in no way be retrieved. Let darkness slowly give way to light and the bliss that pervades 
our world enliven us. 

Om Shanti      Om Shanti     Om Shanti
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--- ‘Baba, Baba, Baba, wake up. Your alarm is going 

off.’
---  Okay, okay . Thanks Gracie-Ma.  

-, -, - ----   
            
    ! 

---  Let’s get moving Baba . I am done with my 
shower , it’s your turn . Why are you being so slow this 
morning ?   

---  Yes, Gracie-Ma, I am just---,  I was just --- 
---  Okay, okay, let’s go. otherwise we will be late 

for the school . 
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 ?      ?    ! 

       Maya-  
Katie-      ,   
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