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Come, fly with us.

When it is time to go home....
To return to your roots .... "
To visit family and childhood friends....

Come, fly with us.

Follow your heart home. To India.
With our warmth and care,
We shall give you the perfect homecoming.
Come, fly with us,
AT FE - TNV § A7

TEL: FOR RESERVATIONS 03-3508-0261 PASSENGER SALES 03-5157-5593



Lead us from the untruth to the truth
Lead us from darkness to the light
Lead us from fear of death to
knowledge of immortality.

HAFdr AT Gg94
THET AT S aa T
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No. 975-p/CM
e MINISTER i 21 September, 2007

I am happy to know that the next issue of ‘Anjali’
will be brought out in October, 2007. This issue, | am

sure, wili highlight the cultural and social activities of the

Indian community in Japan.

i wish the publication all success.

(Buddhzoﬁ’é’rﬁﬁé?‘mrjee)

Du 9 j’uj A 2007
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Durga Puja Program October 20, 2007

Puja
'v,& Anjali

4. Prasad & Lunch
) '- Cultural Program

~ Puja & Arati

... 11:00 AM
... 12:00 Noon
... 12:30 PM

.. 2:30 PM

. 5:00 PM

Y
Cultural Programme 2:30-5:00PM 565

Ode to Autumn
Dance Performance
Puja Song

Folk dance

Saat bhai champa

Based on a popular fairy tale -

A king has two wives but no children,
when the younger queen gives birth to
seven boys and one girl the jealous elder
queen buries the new born babies in the
corner of a garden, where magically they
blossom into flowers while the whole land
is barren and is reunited with the king and

their mother

Dance

O nadire
A compilation of songs directly and
symbolically connecting with the theme
“river” and the boatman

Music Interlude
Melody Queens of yester years

Closing Dance

Master of Ceremonies

Chorus

Sutapa Talukdar and her troupe from India

Tannistha

Manjari, Sneha, Saumyadip,
Subhankar, Tuhin

Aneek, Akash, Amartya, Arpan, Arsh,
Arunansu, Aishwariya , Mahak, Nishant,
Joy, Rene, Riju, Tuhin, Utsha,

Harshita ChivuKula, Monalisa Das, Shreya Das,
Shalmali Gadgil, Subhashree Mahadevan

Anjelika Sen, Anindya Bhattacharrya,

Bhaswati Ghosh, Debarati Bose, Nandika Misra,
Reetu Das, Sagarika Das, Samudra Dutta Gupta,
Sandip Sen, Suparna Bose, Tuli Patra, Viswa
Ghosh, Masanori Hisamoto

Sanjib Chanda
Debarati Bose, Soma Choudhury, Meeta Chanda
Piyali Bose

Nandini Basu & Poolak Bandopadhyay

Program coordinated by Rita Kar

Venue: Curian Hall 7th Fl.,Event Room, 5-18-1, Higashi-Oi, Shinagawa-ku, Tokyo 140-0011,

Tel.: 03-5479-4100

Du A }’uj A 2007
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AMBASSADOR OF INDIA
TOKYO

1t September, 2007

MESSAGE

{am hap‘!)y to learn that Durga Puja is being performed
in Tokyo on 20" October, 2007.

Coming as this does during the ongoing India-Japan
Friendship Veqr 2007, this is a special occasion for all of us.

This Durga Puja celebration provides an opportunity to
share the richness and diversity of Indian culture with our
lapanese friends. :

| am confident that this event will further strengthen the
deep ties of mutual understanding and friendship between the
people of India and Japan.

I would like to extend my warm greetings and best wishes
to all members of the Indian Community on the Joyous occasion

of Durga Puja celebrations, 2007.
/Jt’ /Z u—f[

(H. K, Singh)

Durgn Fujn 2007
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From the editorial desk

This year, 2007, marks the 50th anniversary of an agreement on cultural
exchanges between (ndia and Japan and has accordingly been designated
as ndo-japanese friendship Year. To commemorate the occasion, the
Government of ndia has arranged a variety of cultural programs in japan
that, Mope{uttg, will deepen this country's understanding of ndia. At the
same time, Japan is playing its role in coming closer to the ndians
through similar programs vight now being staged in ndia. A very
commendable bilateral effort, wo doubt, but is one that weeds to be
supplenmented by wider parvticipation of the citizens of the two countries. A
few evenings of cultural events offering a glimpse of our cultural
Inheritances can result n at best a nodding acquaintance. Beyond the
limits of what such cursory glances may reveal stretches a tevritory access
to which demands deeper probing and a great deal of pushing forward.
Some did aspive to explove lnto the tantalizing legacy enduring own the
other side. Tagore's evaluation of Japan 91 years ago is still relevant,
though few seem capable of appreciating its significance today. sSwami
ViveRananda advised his countrymen to observe Japan's persistent drive in
acquiring knowledge from across the fromtiers to ewrich itself without
sacrificing its own individuality. Today do we even really understand the
mportance of such messages from the best among us? And, how many of
us have heard of Hajime Nakamura? A proper appreciation of the mission
of this great scholar will go a long way in strengthening the bond of
friendship between the two countries.

Anjall is not a periodical, wor indeed a forum of the wdian residents of
Japan. Readers normally expect Little from a literary effort of its type, one
with no professional support. However, this year its contents are expected to
draw the readers' attention to the lportance of the indo-japanese friendship
year. We will consider ourselves amply rewarded if Anjall 2007 touches
thelr hearts.

n the years since it made its first appearance, Anjall has succeedeo in
carving a wiche for itself -— it's now an indispensable organ of our puja
celebration. wWe haven't, therefore, overlooked the mportance of making it
universally readable. "Puja is an expression of what is wore profound than
itself," wrote Tagore. "it's for this reasow that there is beauty and truth, and
not merely) powmp, tn the way it is conducted.” it's for our readers to judge
how far our efforts have achieved beauty and truth. We acknowledge our
Lapses, though, and request our readers to accept our apologies.

our editorial group extends its greetings to all the participants tn the puja.

Durgﬂ Fujn 2007
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What Indian people should learn
from Japan’s experience

Tsuyoshi Nara

The year 2007 being ‘Indo-Japan Friendship
Year’, many cultural exchange programs are
now in full swing between the two countries.
Many eminent Indian artists are visiting
various cities in Japan to present to Japanese
audiences their excellent performances in song,
dance and the playing of musical instruments.
Meanwhile, many first-class Japanese artists
are visiting India to demonstrate their
traditional skills and explain their cultural
precepts to Indian audiences. In addition, a
large number of Indian  politicians,
government officers, businessmen and even
military  personnel are calling on their
respective Japanese partners and vise versa.

It is indeed gratifying me to observe these
phenomena as I have been always dreamt of
realizing such exchanges during my last half-
century’s association with India. However, to
tell the truth, in spite of my constant efforts to
persuade Japanese politicians and
businessmen to take more interest in Indian
affairs, 1 used to encounter very poor
responses or even indifference. It was not
until two or three years ago that these people
started to change their attitudes and begin
showing their real interest in Indian politico-
economic affairs, and this was largely a result
of the remarkable economic progress they
observed particularly in Indian IT.

The main reason for their negative attitude in
the past was their biased perception of Indian
economic conditions.

(1) Lack of sufficient infrastructure (roads,
railways, sea/air port facilities and
electricity).

(2) Frequent labor trouble.

(3) Government policies unfavorable or
unfair to foreign investors.

(4) Selfish attitudes of shrewd Indian
business partners.

However, these reasons are nothing but a
pretext to conceal their lack of entrepreneurial
spirit in opening up a new business field in
India. In fact, we can cite successful examples
of some pioneer companies like Suzuki Motor
Corporation  (Japanese  company)  and
Samsung Co. Ltd. or Hyundai Motorcar
Manufacturing Co. Ltd. (Korean company)
that overcame the hurdles presented by Indian
economic conditions.

Contrary to the situation mentioned above, we
can see a completely different picture in the
Japanese academic circle. Many Japanese
scholars, young and old, have shown keen
interest in various aspects of Indian affairs,
becoming specialists in Indian language,
literature, arts, history, philosophy, religion,
society and more. They number something
over 500 now, though that figure was less
than 50 in the past when I first landed in
Calcutta after a month journey by British-
Indian  cargo-cum-passenger ship  from
Yokohama in 1958. On the other hand, to my
knowledge the number of Indian scholars
currently specializing in Japanese affairs can
hardly exceed 20. Nowadays some economists
predict that India’s population will soon
become the largest one in the world
surpassing that of China and her GDP will
exceed Japan’s GPO within a few decades.
While I myself do agree with this prediction,
yet I wonder whether the aforementioned
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cultural or academic imbalance between the
two countries will ever be rectified at all.

This remark is not based on patriotic
sentiment but rather on my brotherly concern
for the future of the Indian people. To speak
more precisely, I do not want to see the
Indian nation to repeat the same mistakes as
the Japanese committed during her postwar
development. I sincerely wish that many
Indian scholars would study thoroughly the
whole process of Japan’s postwar socio-
economic development occurred under the
influence of the American regime.

Immediately after the end of Second World
War in 1945, the  socio-economic
infrastructure of Japan was totally transformed

based on instructions from the US occupation.

Dissolution of the big financial combines
(=zaibatsu), abolition of the aristocratic class
privileged by the state, revolutionary agrarian
reform by compulsory transfer of agricultural
land from big landowners to landless laborers,
reform of the school system and other major
changes were enforced on us one after
another, not to mention the changing of our
Constitution.

During the first stage of postwar development
(1945-1954), for the sake of securing
minimum required food, the Japanese people
put all their energy into rehabilitating the
industrial and agricultural infrastructure totally
destroyed by daily air attacks by American
bombers during the war time. During the
second developmental stage (1955-1964), they
worked very hard day and night to earn
enough money for clothing and housing.
During the third stage (1965-1974), they
worked still harder to increase their income
and succeeded in doubling it. As a result most
Japanese people became able to purchase any
sort of durable or non-durable consumer
goods produced either domestically or in any
foreign country — particularly in the U.S.A. In
those days it was indeed a dream for any
Japanese to purchase American products
which looked like celestial goods to their eyes.

Thus, almost every Japanese family started
purchasing modern fashionable goods to
furnish their small houses or apartments and
make a more comfortable life. To meet such
customers’ demands, every manufacturer, big
or small, started increasing its production and
merchants intensified their sales of wvarious
merchandise by promoting commercial
advertising through various media. TVs,
electric cleaners, washing machines,
refrigerators, air-conditioners, pianos,
motorcycles and motorcars became daily
necessities for virtually every Japanese family.
While such a dynamic industrial development
and economic progress brought about
material satisfaction and physical enjoyment to
Japanese people dreaming of matching the
American lifestyle, it also thrust a harsh reality
before them. Namely they were confronted
with various pollutions. Air pollution due to
flue gas extraction or engine exhaust, water
pollution due to factory waste or domestic
waste, and soil pollution due to excess use of
chemical fertilizer or insecticide/pesticide — all
became serious threats to health. Thousands
of people died and many more people still
suffer from aftereffects of various diseases
caused by the abovementioned agro-industrial
pollution.

As many industrial, commercial and financial
concerns made enormous profits, both their
CEOs and employees were benefited from
constant increases in remuneration or salary.
In this way Japan became the second largest
economic giant in the world next to the U.S.A.
and secured the honorable position of
providing techno-economic aid to the
developing nations. Japan’s annual per-capita
income surpassed that of Americans and their
individual savings became the highest in the
world. But the story did not end there. Alas! A
sad story started when a majority of Japanese
people were not content with their savings or
earnings but became avaricious, seeking to
earn or save even more money. The most
pathetic part of this story is that many
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pursued their greedy desires even by easy but
dishonest means.

They committed many shameless acts
including insider trading, corporate donations
to politicians or government officials for
unfair allotment of public works and
expenditures, embezzlement of public money,
even dishonest anti-earthquake designs and
perfunctory inspections. Dishonesty has
become rampant throughout the Japanese
society. Furthermore, some Japanese people
irritated by low bank interest withdrew their
savings from the bank and invested them in
the stock market or for a real estate. Youth
did everything possible to avoid physical labor
like agriculture and construction work
preferring  white-color desk jobs, which
resulted in rapidly diminishing agricultural
populations in most rural areas. The Japanese
seem to have totally forgotten or given up
their spirit of hardworking and honesty and
yield to the temptation to get rich quickly.
They have even started thinking that the more
money they accumulate the more they can
secure their happiness. They now consider
that the value of a human being can be
measured by the amount of money he or she
possesses. This is exactly the way a majority of
American people value human beings. Thus,
many Japanese people have adopted American
ways of thinking and lifestyles exactly as the
U.S.A. occupation once sought to enforce.

After the Second World War, the Japanese
society became for a time an ideal egalitarian
society as almost all Japanese people
considered themselves to be the middle class.
It is now shifting to a quasi-American model
soclety consisting of two classes of people —
the rich minority and the poor majority. There
are still a good number of Japanese people
who are honest, kind, diligent, clean, esthetic
and pious. It is also a fact that the average
span of life and the literacy rate of the
Japanese nation ranks topmost in the world. It
is pity, therefore, to have to admit the recent
deterioration of the Japanese character
observed recently — particularly during a last
two or three decades.

Our challenge now is to reverse the present
current flow of the Japanese society and
restore the dignity of our traditional self-
respect. For that purpose the Japanese should
first remember and restore their two
traditional ethical principles in their minds
and daily conduct— ie. (1) tusutushimi (=
humbleness/ prudence/ contentedness) and
(2) mottainai(=frugality/ waste nothing and
be grateful to the Creator).

As stated earlier, I wish to repeat here
sincerely that the Indian people, who seem to
be following a course of fast economic
progress similar to that the Japanese once
pursued, should learn a lesson from the latter
lest they commit the same blunder.
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Pioneering the Indo-Japanese Relationship

Swami Medhasananda

On May 31, 1893,
unknown Hindu monk
boarded the ship ‘Peninsular’
sailing from Bombay bound
for  Japan. His final
destination, however, was
Chicago, where he was going
to represent Hinduism at the
World Parliament of Religions
to be held there on September
11.

an

“The ship, the
farewells, the uncertainties and
formalities of foreign travel,
and so many belongings to
care for - all these were new to
him. Then too, his friends had made him
dress in a robe and turban of silk. Like a
prince he looked, indeed, but in his heart
stirred various emotions. The monk stood on
deck and gazed toward the shore until it faded
from sight, sending his blessings to those who
loved him and whom he loved ... ”

“From Bombay the ship next stopped
at Colombo and then on to Penang, a strip of
land along the sea in the body of the Malay
Peninsula. On his way from Penang to
Singapore, he caught glimpses of Sumatra,
with its high mountains, and the captain
pointed out to him several favorite haunts for
pirates in days gone by. The next port was
Singapore, then the capital of the straits
settlements, where he went to see the museum
and the Botanical Garden with its beautiful
collection of palms ... Next the ship stopped
at Hong Kong, giving him his first glimpse of
China ... The halt of three days at Hong Kong
gave the passengers an opportunity to visit
Canton, eighty miles up the Sikiang River ..””!

Swami Vivekananda

Canton proved to be a
revelation to the monk. From
Hong Kong the ship sailed to
Nagasaki in Japan, where he
was greatly impressed with
everything he saw. This
unknown monk who now
stood on Japanese soil - I
believe readers have already
guessed - is Swami
Vivekananda, to whom we
shall henceforth refer to as
Swami or Swamiji.

On the momentous occasion

of the celebration of India-
Japan friendship year 2007, this
article attempts to study the role the Swami
played in this relationship — a role that started
with his visit to Japan in 1893. We understand
that Swamiji was the first among many
prominent personalities of Modern India to
visit Japan, and he was also the first to foster
relationships with Japan which would benefit
India materially and Japan spiritually.

A visit by the Swami Vivekananda to any
country whatsoever, including Japan, is
important, for he was not just a religious
leader, but most decidedly a prophet of this
age. The impact of his life and teachings was
felt not only in the field of spirituality, but in
other fields by every thinker or leader of late
nineteenth- and early twentieth century India,
including Gandhiji, the poet Rabindranath
Tagore, the savant Aurobindo and the
scientist Jagadish Chandra Basu, freedom
fighter Netaji Subash Chandra Basu’. World
thinkers and writers like L.eo Tolstoy, Romain
Rolland and Arnold Toynbee were also
influenced in one way or another by Swamiji’.
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Japan was sanctified by the visit of Swami
Vivekananda, although the details of this visit
are, unfortunately, still to be explored. Except
for very limited information from other
sources, most of what we know about this
subject is found in a letter written by Swamiji
on July 10, 1893 from Yokohama to Sri
Alasinga Perumal of the then Madras, a
devotee and sponsor for his trip to the U.S.A.
Swamiji also wrote another letter on the same
subject from Japan to the Maharaja of Khetri
in Rajasthan, another disciple, which has not
been traced to date.

Let us now furnish this first-hand information
about his visit to Japan from the letter he
wrote to Alasinga Perumal. Among other
things Swamiji writes: ¢

“... From Canton I returned back to
Hong Kong and from thence to Japan. The
first port we touched was Nagasaki. We
landed for a few hours and drove through the
town. What a contrast! The Japanese are one
of the cleanliest peoples on earth. Everything
is neat and tidy. Their streets are nearly all
broad, straight, and regularly paved. Their
little houses are cage-like, and their pine-
evergreen little hills form the
background of almost every town and village.
The short-statured, fair-skinned, quaintly
dressed Japanese, their movements, attitudes,
gestures, everything is picturesque. Japan is
the land of the picturesque! Almost every
house has a garden at the back, very nicely laid
out according to Japanese fashion with small
shrubs, grass plots, small artificial waters, and
small stone bridges.”

covered

“From Nagasaki to Kobe. Here I gave
up the steamer and took the land-route to
Yokohama, with a view to see the interior of

Japan.”

“I have seen three big cities in the
interior - Osaka, a great manufacturing town,
Kyoto, the former capital, and Tokyo, the
present capital: Tokyo is nearly twice the size
of Calcutta with nearly double the
population.”

“No foreigner is allowed to travel in
the interior without a passport.”

“The Japanese seem now to have fully
awakened themselves to the necessity of the
present times. They have now a thoroughly
organised army equipped with guns which one
of their own officers has invented and is
second to none. Then, they are continually
increasing their navy. I have seen a tunnel
nearly a mile long, bored by a Japanese
engineer.”

“The match factories are simply a
sight to see, and they are bent upon making
everything they want in their own country.
This is a Japanese line of steamers plying
between China and Japan, which shortly
intends running between Bombay and
Yokohama.”

“I saw quite a lot of temples. In every
temple there are some Sanskrit mantras
written in Old Bengali characters. Only a few
of the priests know Sanskrit. But they are an
intelligent sect. The modern rage for progress
has penetrated even the priesthood. I cannot
write what I have in my mind about the
Japanese in one short letter. Only I want that
numbers of our young men should pay a visit
to Japan and China every year. Especially to
the Japanese, India is still a dreamland of
everything high and good ...”

As mentioned earlier, we have no detail of his
travels in Japan. For example: What temples
did he visit? Who were the priests he met?
Who were the people Swamiji interacted with
and what impact had he left upon them?

Swamiji praised Japan and her people not only
in the letter quoted above, but on many other
occasions in private conversations as well. In
his reminiscences Swami Akhandanandaji, one
of his brother disciples, mentions a reference
to Japan when Swamiji told him that he had
liked a painting by a Japanese artist so much
that he considered buying it with what money
he had for the trip to Chicago and returning
home!”’
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Again while conversing with Priyanath Sinha,
one of his friends and devotees, in 1901,
Swamiji said, “If 1 can get some unmarried
graduates, I may try to send them over to
Japan and make arrangements for their
technical education there, so that when they
come back, they may turn their knowledge to
the best account for India. What a good thing
that would be.”

Question: “Why, Maharaj, is it better
for us to go to Japan than to England?” (That
was common during those days when India
was ruled by England).

Swamiji: “Certainly. In my opinion, if
all our rich and educated men once go and see
Japan, their eyes will be opened.”

Question: “How?”

Swamiji: “There in Japan, you find a
fine assimilation of knowledge, and not its
indigestion, as we have here. They have taken
everything from the FEuropeans, but they
remain Japanese all the same, and have not
turned European; while in our country, the
terrible mania of becoming Westernized has
seized upon us like the plague.”

Question: “Maharaj, I have seen some
Japanese paintings; one cannot but marvel at
their art. Its inspiration seems to be something
which is their own and beyond imitation.”

Swamiji: “Quite so. They are a great
nation because of their art. Don’t you see they
are Asians, as we are? ... The very soul of the
Asian is interwoven with Art. The Asian never
uses a thing unless there be art in it. Don’t you
know that art is, with us, a part of religion?”*

In an interview published in Hindu, a Madras
newspaper, in February 1897, again the topic
of Japan appeared. Here is a report of that
interview:

Hindu: “What did you see in Japan,
and is there any chance of India following in
the progressive steps of Japan?

Swamiji: “None whatever until all the
three hundred millions of India combine
together as a whole nation. The world has
never seen such a patriotic and artistic race as
the Japanese, and one special feature about
them is this, that while in Europe and
elsewhere Art generally goes with dirt,
Japanese Art is art plus cleanliness. I would
wish that every one of our young men could
visit Japan once at least in his lifetime. It is
very easy to go there. The Japanese think that
everything Hindu is great and believe that
India is a holy land. Japanese Buddhism is
entirely different from what you see in Ceylon.
It is the same as Vedanta. It is positive and
theistic Buddhism, not the negative atheistic
Buddhism of Ceylon.”

Hindu: “What is the key to Japan’s
sudden greatness?”

Swamiji: “The faith of the Japanese in
themselves, and their love for their country.
When you have men who are ready to
sacrifice their everything for their country,
sincere to the backbone - when such men
arise, India will become great in every respect.
It is the men that make the country! What is
there in the country? If you catch the social
morality and the political morality of the
Japanese, you will be as great as they are. The
Japanese are ready to sacrifice everything for
their country, and they have become a great
people. But you are not; you cannot be, you
sacrifice everything only for your own families
and possessions.”

Hindu: “is it your wish that India
should become like Japan?”

Swamiji: “Decidedly not! India should
continue to be what she is. How could India
ever become like Japan, or any nation for that
matter? ...

It is clear from the above reports of Swamiji’s
views on Japan that he had a firm belief that it
would do good for Indians if they imbibed the
positive qualities of the Japanese without
abandoning their own national characteristics.
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Here we see Swamiji not just in the role of a
traditional religious leader, but the mentor of a
nation; not only thinking in terms of spiritual
regeneration, but also concerned with the
material rejuvenation of his country - a nation
which had been subjugated and was groaning
under the exploitation of British Imperialism.

Another remarkable incident took place while
Swamiji was in Japan which later proved to be
momentous in the economic and educational
history of India - an incident about which very
few Indians have any knowledge of even
today. While in Japan, Swamiji had met
Jamshedji Tata, the founder of a higher
institute of scientific research and also of a
huge steel factory. Perhaps they first met
while staying at Oriental Hotel in Yokohama
in the second week of July 1893, and this
association continued for around another 10
days; that is, from 14™ July through 25" July,
on their way to Vancouver, B.C. since they
were fellow passengers on the ship called “The
Empress of India’. "

Jamshedji was the sole exporter of Japanese
made matchsticks to India at the time. It is
quite probable that since both men were
visionary, dynamic and patriots, they discussed
many important things for the uplift of India.
But we can only speculate, as again, any details
of these conversations are missing. We do
know, however, from stories recollected by
Mahendranath  Datta, Swamiji’s younger
brother, who had obviously heard it from the
latter, that Swamiji had advised Jamshedji that
instead of merely eking out a meager profit in
his present enterprise with Japan, he should
start a match factory in India which would
provide employment to many of his
countrymen. It would also generate more
income for him in the process’. Remembering
Swamiji’s animated discussion with him and
later in observing the formet’s spectacular
success in preaching Vedanta in the West, and
the rejuvenating effect his message had on the
Indian people, upon his triumphant return to
India in 1897, Jamshedji wrote a letter to
Swamiji dated 23" November, 1898". In it he
requested Swamiji to take a leadership role in

materializing his plans for a ‘Science Research
Institute’, an idea that would meet with great
difficulty from the British. Although it was
not possible for Swamiji to accept such an
offer, an editorial was written in the April
1899 issue of Prabuddha Bharata, the English
organ of the Ramakrishna Order, highly
appreciative of Jamshedji’s noble endeavor in
all probability at Swamiji’s bidding.

There is however another version of what
transpired between Swamiji and Jamshed;i
during the said voyage, given in an address by
none other than Dr. Abdul Kalam, the former
President of India and a celebrated scientist, at
the “Youth Convention’ and inauguration of
the ‘Vivekananda Institute of Value Education
and Culture’ at Porbandar, Gujarat on January
12™ 2006. It should be noted that the source
of Dr. Kalam’s information is not known to
the present author. The relevant extract from
his address is as follows:

“...At this point let me share the
meeting between Swami Vivekananda and
Jamshedji Nusserwanji Tata during a ship
journey. It happened in 1893. A ship was
sailing Japan to USA. There were hundreds of
people in that ship including two significant
personalities.  Swami  Vivekananda  and
Jamshedji Tata were in that ship. Swamiji
asked Jamshedji for what mission he was
traveling. Jamshedji said that he wanted to
bring steel industry to India. Swami
Vivekananda blessed him. He suggested steel
technology had two components — one is steel
science and the other is manufacturing
technology. What can you bring to this
country in material technology — you will have
to build material science within the country.
Jamshedji was thinking and thinking and made
a decision. Earlier when Jamshedji went to
London he asked for technology transfer for
Steel Plant. UK steel manufacturers looked at
Jamshedji and said that if Indians make steel,
Britishers  will eat it. Jamshedji crossed
Atlantic Ocean, talked to Americans and
brought manufacturing technology for steel.
And Tata Steel was established in Jamshedpur
in 1907 posthumously by his able successor.

Durgn Fujn 2007



A’nj ali

He seeded and worked for the
steel plant. Jamshedji is not
there now, but 7 million tones
per annum steel is rolling out.
The visionary Jamshedji gave
one portion of his asset for
starting a science institute
today known as Indian
Institute  of  Science  at
Bangalore.”  (Note:  This
institute was finally set up in
1905, one  year  after
Jamshedji’s passing away.)

“This institution
envisaged by Swami
Vivekananda, has one of the
best material science lab., providing the best
of research results for development and
production of material for various R&D labs
and industries. Also Indian Institute of
Science is a world class institution in various
areas for physics, aerospace technology,
knowledge products, bio-science and bio-
technology. This is the one institution where
convergence of technology like bio-
technology, information technology and nano-
technology is emerging. The results will have
tremendous influence in improving solar cell
efficiency and healthcare, particularly drug
delivery  system. ‘This institution also
participated in the research and development
of space programmes, defense programmes
and also many societal missions.”

as

It is also interesting to note that Jamshedji
once mentioned to Sister Nivedita, Swamiji’s
Irish disciple who went to India and dedicated
her life to implementing Swamiji’s vision of
education for the women of India, that the
Japanese people who had come across
Swamiji were amazed by seeing the striking
similarity between Buddha and him. "

The possibility of a second visit to Japan arose
when Tenshin Okakura had gone to India to
request Swamiji to take part in a religious
conference to be organized in Kyoto provided
he would agree. Okakura, born into a samurai

Okakura Tenshin

family in 1862, studied Buddhist
scripture with a Buddhist priest
and English in an American
missionary school. He had a
special love for traditional
Japanese art and visited Europe
and America as a member of the
Imperial Art Commission of
Japan in 1886. Later, he was
.| appointed the principal of New
=% Art School in Tokyo, but when
he was pressured to follow
5| European art styles in this
| institution he resigned and
founded a new institute named

the Hall of Fine Arts attended by
prospective young artists. *

There was some background regarding
Okakura’s knowledge of Vivekananda that
resulted in his request for Swamiji to revisit
Japan. Ms. Josephine MacLeod, another of
Swamiji’s committed American disciples and a
resourceful woman of varied interests, had
come to Japan in March of 1901 to study
Japanese art and took lessons from Okakura.
It was MaclLeod who actually acquainted
Okakura with the greatness of Swamiji’s work
and his success in the West. MacLeod’s
dedication and love for Swamiji may have
influenced Okakura to make the trip to India
to invite Vivekananda for such a conference.
Okakura himself became convinced that a
visit by Swamiji held the prospect of
enhancing the image of Mahayana Buddhism
which he professed , and which he had
learned that Swamiji, too, held in high regard
and, above all, spiritual regeneration of Japan.

Accompanied by a young Japanese man
named Hori — who was leading a life of
celibacy and wanted to study Sanskrit and
English in India — Okakura reached Calcutta
in the first week of January 1902 and met
Swamiji on January 6, at Belur Math, the
recently established headquarters of the
Ramakrishna Order situated on the west bank
of the river Ganga not far from Calcutta, then
the capital of British India. > The image of
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Swamiji he had formed from the words of Ms.
MaclLeod was not only corroborated, but
strengthened at this encounter. He wrote of
his impression of Swamiji in the following
letter:

“...Coming to this place recently I
have met Swami Vivekananda. He is so great
in spirituality and learning that he is beyond
comparison. I consider him to be the greatest
man of this age. Wherever you go (in India),
you will not find anyone who does not love
and respect him ...

“The revered Swami is a very good
speaker in English. He 1is thoroughly
conversant with both EHastern and Western
learning and has synthesized them. He teaches
the Religion of Oneness.

“I would like to take him to Japan
along with me when I go back.”

Swamiji and his friends gave a reception for
Okakura in Calcutta on 12th January. '
Okakura implored Swamiji to visit and help
Japan regenerate spiritually. McLeod also very
much wanted Swamiji to accept the invitation
which, she felt very keenly, would have a
lasting impact on Japan.

At this time, another invitation to visit Japan
came to Swamiji from an entirely different
quarter, which was official and from none
other than the Japanese Emperor Mutsuhito
himself. Students of Japanese history know
that it was during the tenure of the Emperor
Mutsuhito (1867 — 1912) that the epoch-
making Meiji restoration took place in 1868
and the process of modernisation started in
full-swing in Japan. Manmathanath Ganguli, a
disciple of Swamiji, who happened to be
present in the Belur Math, when this official
invitation came, reminisced thus: "°

“It was about four in the afternoon, when one
day the Japanese Consul (from the Consulate,
Calcutta) came to meet the Swami at Belur.
He was asked to be seated on one of the
benches inside the inner verandah when

Swamiji generally received his guests. He was
informed of the honorable guest, but he had
to wait for some time before the Swami came
down. He took a chair near the Consul and
the conversation took place through an
interpreter.

After the formal greetings, the Consul spoke
to the following purport: “Our Mikado
(Emperor) is very keen to receive you at
Japan. He has sent me to request you to visit
Japan as early as may be convenient to you.
Japan is eager to hear about Hindu religion
from your lips.”

Swamiji answered: “In my present state of
health, I think it will not be possible for me to
visit Japan now.”

The Consul said: “Then, may I, with your
permission, inform the Mikado that you will
go there sometime in the future when your
health permits?”’

Swamiji said: “it is very doubtful whether this
body will ever be fit enough”

At the time, Swamiji was suffering from
diabetes. His body was quite emaciated”.

Now one wonders ; What was the background
of such an invitation from the Japanese
emperor? How did the emperor come to
know about Swamiji and become keen to
invite Swamiji and listen about Hinduism?

Had Okakura any role in this? But Okakura
had never given any inkling, anywhere in his
correspondence or conversations that he
persuaded the Japanese officials to invite
Swamiji.

Then, was the Imperial Government of Japan,
being informed by its Consul in Calcutta,
about the visit of Okakura and his plan to
invite Swamiji to Japan for his participation in
a parliament of religions to be organised by
the Buddhists, was persuaded to invite
Swamiji to Japan independent of the invitation
of Okakura?
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Besides Okakura, there were a few more
prominent Japanese, according to our
knowledge, who knew about Swamiji and at
least had some idea about his spiritual height
and magnetic personality. They were the
Japanese representatives of Shintoism, (which
was then the state religion of Japan) and
Buddhism in the Wotld Parliament of
Religions held in Chicago in 1893, who
witnessed the tremendous impact that Swamiji
had left, in the said Patliament. '

Moreover, Daisetsu Suzuki, (1870 —1960), a
celebrated scholar who wrote a number of
books on Zen-Buddhism and Shin, in English
and Japanese, mentioned with a note of
appreciation, in one of his recorded speeches
that he knew Swami Vivekananda during his
stay in USA. Now, did one of these persons
mentioned above, inform the Emperor about
Swamiji and his greatness? These questions
would have to remain unanswered till we get
new data on this subject.

Swamiji at times, became enthusiastic about
these prospective visits to Japan, but the next
moment, he vacillated.

Meanwhile, on 27 January 1902 Swamiji took
Okakura with him on pilgrimage to
Buddhagaya and Varanasi, a journey Okakura
enjoyed immensely. During his stay in
Varanasi, Okakura also paid a visit to the
‘Poor Men’s Relief Association’, a charitable
hospital started by the followers of Swamiji,
which later grew as a full-fledged hospital,
known as Ramakrishna Mission Home of
Service. Okakura recorded the following
comment on the visitor-book of the
institution on 9™ February 1902, along with
his signature. “After visiting the institution, I
sigh my name to express my deepest sympathy
and gratitude for the noble work of the Relief
Association. May all works be carried on in

that spirit”. !’

It was at this time that Sister Nivedita, whom
we have already mentioned, introduced

Okakura to the great poet Rabindranath, who
was already a celebrity in Bengal. Okakura

became closer to Rabindranath and other
members of the Tagore family, including
Surendranath Tagore, a relationship about
which many are aware. On the other hand,
Okakura’s relationship with Swamiji was
especially when Swamiji clearly
expressed his inability to revisit Japan,
considering  various practical  difficulties
including his failing health.

waning,

It is true that both men had identical views on
various issues for example, the regeneration of
Asiatic nations, Mahayana Buddhism and
aesthetic concepts, but it was gradually
revealed to each other that they had some
fundamental differences in their approaches
to the highest ideal of life. Further, their level
of realising that ideal was also very different.
Being himself a realised soul of the highest
order, Swamiji’s dedication to the spiritual
ideal based on renunciation (Nivritti marga —
the path of renunciation of desires) was total.
But Okakura’s way was the path of desire
(Pravritti marga) and he still had ‘love for the
world” which becomes evident if one analyses
his personal life prior to his visit to India and
after’®. Moreover, Okakura had a secret
political agenda in uniting Asia against
European Imperialism, which he did not
reveal to Swamiji, who, as a monk,
scrupulously distanced himself and his newly
established Order from all active politics.
Nevertheless,  Okakura  continued  his
relationship with Sister Nivedita who edited
‘Ideals of the East’ (published in London,
1903) and ‘The Awakening of the FEast’
(published in Tokyo,1939) written by him.

After spending eventful months in India,
Okakura returned to Japan that same year in
October, but would not talk much about India
upon his return. But there is one special
occasion known to us when Okakura urged
his audience of 70 Japanese historians to visit
India at least once, in an address lasting more
than two hours, on the history of Indian Art
at the Academy of History, University of
Tokyo, on 12 December 1902. "

20
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It is also worth mentioning that Swamiji made
the following significant remark on 4 July
1902, the last day of his mortal existence, the
context of which is not known to us: “I want
to do something for Japan.”*' This shows that
Japan occupied his thoughts even to the end.
Presumably, Swamiji’s wish was fulfilled
partially, when a Vedanta Society, (now
located in Zushi), was started in Japan in 1959
by a group of devotees, and later affiliated to
the Ramakrishna Mission, as one of its
accredited branches in 1984,

The information furnished above shows that
in promoting the Indo-Japanese relationship,
especially in the modern era, while Okakura
Tenshin was a pioneer on the Japanese side,
Swami Vivekananda was the preeminent
Indian  pioneer. This relationship  was
strengthened by later visits and stays of other
prominent Indians, namely the poet
Rabindranath Tagore, the freedom fighters,
Rashbihari Basu and Netaji Subhas Chandra
Basu, and the jurist Radhabinod Pal.

It is a pity that though many people in both
India and Japan are aware of the Tagore-
Okakura connection and the visit of Tagore to
Japan, few indeed know the Vivekananda-
Okakura connection or anything related to
Swamiji’s visit to Japan. In this backdrop it is
heartening to observe that possibly for the
first time a  contemporary  Japanese
government official has recognized the
pioneering role of Swami Vivekananda when
former Prime Minister Shinzo Abe made the

following  respectful ~and  appreciative
references to Swamiji during that very
important policy speech on Indo-Japan

relations, on 22™ August, 2007, before the
Joint Session of the Indian Parliament during
his recent visit to India. The references made
by Prime Minister Abe are as follows: *'

“Today I have the great honour of
addressing the highest organ of state
power in this largest democracy in the
world. I come before you on behalf of the
citizens of another democracy that is
equally representing Asia, to speak to you

about my views on the future of Japan and
India.

“’The different streams, having their sources
in different places, all mingle their waters in
the sea.” It gives me tremendous pleasure to
be able to begin my address today with the
words of Swami Vivekananda, the great
spiritual leader that India gave the world.”

“A number of times in history, Japan
and India have attracted one another.
Vivekananda came to be acquainted with
Tenshin Okakura, a man ahead of his time in
early modern Japan and a type of Renaissance
man. Okakura was then guided by
Vivekananda and enjoyed also a friendship
with Sister Nivedita, Vivekananda’s loyal
disciple and a distinguished female social
reformer ... ”

“I would argue that among many
contributions that India can make to world
history, there is first of all its spirit of
tolerance. I would like to quote, if 1 may,
Vivekananda again, part of the conclusion of
deeply meaningful remarks he delivered in
Chicago in 1893. He said, ‘help and not fight,’
‘assimilation and not destruction,” ‘harmony
and peace and not dissension.” ”

“If you insert these exhortations into
the context of the modern day, it is clear that
these words preaching tolerance can hardly be
considered relics of the past. Instead, we can
recognize that they now hold a tone that is
even more compelling than before.”

We may conclude this article with this
observation that if we were to analyse the
trend of Indo-Japanese relationship in recent
years, it would be evident that what Swamiji
had hoped with regard to the outcome of the
said relationship about a century ago, is now
actually taking place. While Japan has been
largely contributing to the material welfare of
India, by lending both financial and technical
assistance, India is also lending spiritual
support to many people of Japan. People of
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all ages visit the branches of Indian religious
organisations in Japan, including the Vedanta
Society, take part in their different
programmes, throng in hundreds when any
Indian religious leader visits Japan, and also go
to different ashrams and holy places in India
to seek peace and spiritual guidance. This is in
addition to the elderly Buddhist devotees, who
usually go to India, on pilgrimage for visiting
places associated with Lord Buddha.

Indo-Japanese relationship is not restricted to
the economic and spiritual areas only, but also
extends to the cultural sectors — especially, the
traditional health-care system and performing
arts.

Nevertheless, this relationship ought not to
focus only upon these two countries, but the
ultimate perspective must be global. Let us all
combine our hands in promoting the Indo-
Japanese relations, at all levels, and in all
sectors, with the ultimate aim that a fully
developed India and Japan would contribute
in making, what we may call, a fully developed
world, which was the vision of great minds
like Swami Vivekananda and Rabindranath
Tagore.
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Shakti and Science

Virendra Shanker

“There is nothing in the world, which is not
SHAKTT in its essence”. This is what we
always believed since ancient times.

In the last century, it was scientifically
demonstrated by one of the greatest scientists
of our times, Herr Albert Einstein. The
visualization of this fact through his profound
ideas which may look complicated at first
sight are not so in reality. Rather, their greatest
beauty is their crystalline simplicity.

One of the effects which he discovered using
the physical laws he proposed revealed the

relation between mass and energy of a particle.

Energy, the power to do work, is also termed
as SHAKTI.

As we all know, Einstein’s discoveries relate to
the basic notions of time and space which are
foundation stones of physical laws. This
formed the first revolutionary new physical
themes developed in the last century and is
popularly known as ‘Finstein’s Theory of
Relativity’. These physical laws are quite
different from what has been traditionally
understood as Newton’s law of physics. Thus
Einstein’s discoveries about time and space
imply a new physics. Just to indicate, in a
qualitative way, what Einstein’s physical laws
are like, we will discuss, in short, the relation

between mass and energy which he discovered.

Einstein demonstrated that no particle can
ever be made to travel faster than speed of
light. This must mean that as the speed of a
particle approaches the speed of light, it
becomes more and more difficult to bring
about increments in its speed. That is, the
effect of fixed force of acceleration exerted on
a particle must become smaller and smaller as
the velocity of the particle approaches the

velocity of light. Now, the proportionate
resistance which a body offers to accelerate is
called the mass. Thus he was led to the
conclusion:

‘The mass of a moving body must increase as
its velocity increases and increase without
limit as its velocity nears the velocity of light’.
Einstein was able to find the precise
quantitative expression for this increase in
mass of a moving body.

If energy, say in the form of heat, is
communicated to a body, then the individual
molecular particles constituting the body are
caused to move more rapidly. By the principle,
just stated, each of these particles, and hence
the body as a whole, must be more massive.

Thus:

‘An increase in the energy of a body must be
connected with an increase in its mass’.

Einstein was able to show that the increase in
mass must be exactly proportional to the
increase in energy and to show that the
correct factor of the proportionality is the
square of the velocity of the light. This
conclusion, expressed in the famous formula:

Energy = Mass x (Velocity of Light)2

revealed, in 1905, the tremendous energies
locked up in the atomic nucleus. It became
the most famous formula of twentieth century.

This formula is not the formula for Atomic
Bomb as many of us think. The Atomic bomb
project began in 1939. Nuclear Physics was
developed by other scientists, like Joliet Curie,
Enfico Fermi and Leo Szilard. Szilard in 1934
came up with the idea of the “chain reaction”
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release of atomic energy which was basically a
practical manifestation of the fact Einstein
had proposed, the enormous energy contained
in a particle which is invisible otherwise.

Einstein had, at the time of his discovery, just
argued that energy has mass (inertia) and mass
has energy. The scientific base which he
provided for this very fact made him the
greatest scientist of 20th century.

Hence, there is a scientific support for what
we said in the beginning; there is nothing in
the world, which is not SHAKTI in its
essence. How true had been our belief is some
thing really unique and how it was realized by
our saints in their own way is something to
ponder upon? We are not wrong in believing
that “Shakti” is the Great Mother of the
Universe.

The Goddess Maa which symbolizes “Shakti"
in our mythology is, thus, the "Supreme
power" which saturates the entire of the
universe, and from which the Universe has
emanated.

The very belief that Maa fights and vanquishes
the evil forces to protect her Bhaktas
(Devotees) gives tremendous amount of
confidence and will- power to individuals. It is
very true that she is always on the lookout for
ways and means of helping her Devotee. Maa,
indeed, is very “Karunamayi”, “Kripalu” and
“Dayalu” (Kindhearted).

Durga Puja is the time to remember and
invoke the omnipresent, the energy, power,
Shakti or whatever you may call that is
symbolized in Maa Durga or various forms
she took from time to time to vanquish the
evil. Jai Maa.
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Win-Win

Pradipta Mullick

(The huge potential of Business alliance in the area of knowledge based Economics)

I had joined a study group on India’s

knowledge based economy during the
beginning of this year, sponsored by
GLOCOM (Center for Global

Communication, IUJ). The objectives of the
group were to explore opportunities in the
India’s Knowledge Based Economy.

Japan is an Economical and Industrial
powerhouse of Asia and World; its need to
leverage India is more strategic than a tactical.
Japan has a strong domestic economy of its
own, and only a fraction of GDP (less than
two digits) is dependent on export, contrary to
popular belief. However the population of
Japan is decreasing rapidly and the economy
has faced challenges to find new growth
model over last few decades.

The major opportunities are definitely in the
Asian growing economies, specially the China
and India, both of which are likely to continue
their explosive growth next few decades,
fuelled by a billion plus population for each
with the emerging middle class and an well
established government lead globalization
program.

Japan has successfully leveraged the cheap
manufacturing capacity of the neighboring
Asian  countries. However there 1is no
established overseas partner for Japan in the
area of knowledge-based economies yet.

Need for changing the Japanese business and
economic ecosystem would be greater as
Japan becomes an aging country with
somewhat saturated economy. The natural
influence enjoyed by Japan, by its own right in
the world, likely to wane — Japan need to look
out and seek partnership, most naturally with

the BRIC countries, of which India
probably the next choicer after China.

is

Current volume of trade between Japan and
India is miniscule, compared to that with
China, by almost a factor of 1:20. Considering
the growth potential of Indian economy over
next few decades, the potential for increasing
the business volume with India is huge.
However the growth had been slow, due to
lack of information and an acceptable
business model. This could benefit mutually,
bridging the gap of culture, infrastructure and
language.

China has become the factory of Japan and
US and possible the whole world and India
has become the powerhouse of knowledge-
based workers, servicing almost all developed
countries.

Indian IT and ITES industries are now well
accepted as the global service provider hub
and have effective distribution and support
network across the wotld for the same. The
focus on science and technological education
and availability of English speaking knowledge
workers has made this possible and
sustainable.

The Large and Mid size corporations US have
successfully tapped the knowledge workers of
India to expand their bottom line and global
effectiveness. The examples are GE, Citigroup,
IBM, Anderson, E&Y, PWC, Microsoft,
Oracle, Cognizant, Sapient and so on.
However Japanese companies have not taken
this course so far.

Japanese industries though successful off-
shoring their manufacturing to low cost Asian
countries, have not been successful in running
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effective global or multinational service or
knowledge based industries likes of US.

Significant growth for the Japanese companies
could come by globalizing the service and
knowledge sector, and also the medium and
small size (SME) domestic businesses. These
sectors have many wonderful technology and
products, which ever sees the light of the
global market due to language and global
distribution logistics barrier.

Our conclusion was, the Japanese Knowledge
Based Industry sectors, especially those from
small and medium section, can leverage India
as a base, to globalize their products and
services. The globalization of products and
distribution, after sales services could be done
in India, to customers around the world
leveraging the existing Indian IT and ITES
service network. This could be a winner for
both sides creating mutual value. We also
concluded that the chances for smaller and
agile companies are more likely to adjust the
cultural differences, than large traditional
companies with entrenched practices of way
of doing businesses.

The model would be ‘Designed in Japan,
Enhanced and Distributed by India’ for
knowledge based products and services.

For an example of this model, lets take the
case of any major Japanese banks, which have
huge financial assets but are mostly not gone
global yet for various past reasons. Currently
the same time Indian outsourcing centers are
supporting many multinational banks. The
Japanese financial industry aspiring to go
global, could speed up their global expansion
by leveraging Indian processing and servicing
centers from both technological and

operational point of view, which is already
global enabled.

Another case could be the Japanese Media
Industry, take the case any major Television or
Media Networks. The media networks have
wonderful collection of contents, but are
mostly in Japanese only and hardly available
outside Japanese. Japan does not have a global
media giant, likes of CNN or BBC.
Leveraging Indian service centers, Japanese
media industry could distribute their existing
content assets across the world.

The number of small and medium enterprises
in Japan, specializing in wonderful technology
and products, which has been historically
captive suppliers of the large Japanese
companies through the Kezretsu System. These
captive Kezretsu companies could expand their
customer base to global companies, through
the English speaking service and production
centers in Indian knowledge bases.

Needless to say, this model would require a
smooth trade and commerce infrastructure
covering tax, regulatory framework, greater
understanding of mutual business practices,
bilingual work force — which had been limited
so far. It is still far easier for Japanese
investors to invest in Indian Stock Market and
benefit from the high ROI, than setting Joint
Ventures and facing the logistical challenges.

It would require larger scale of exchange of
culture, human relations, understanding and
development of a mutually acceptable work
style. Similar soft infrastructure had been
developed between India and western
developed Countries over last few hundred
years. The time has come for India to look
EAST and Japan could be a key partner for
that.

(Gratitude: I would like to thank Ando-san, Shoji-san, Sanjeev and the Nichi-In group friends, to develop
many of the thoughts of this article. For those interested to discus such topics, you can join Nichi-in, an
informal exchange group among Japanese, Indian and other nationals, to facilitate greater exchange of

information in informal setup).
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The Durga Puja — its Symbolism

Abbagani Ramu
In Hinduism = 7 [ consciousness
there are 33 present in every
million Gods one. One can
because it does notice most of
not pin point the pictures and
what is GOD. It idols depict the
was mentioned God with one

in one of the
Upanishads that
when a  son
asked father
what is God, the
father replies ‘the

God is  like
space’. In
devotion  every

thing in creation
becomes  God.
The devotion is
ultimate

expression of
love.

Though there are
many Gods in
Hinduism, it
believes the

existence of one God in diverse forms. One
can not see the God in formless unless ones
sees God in forms. One can see a person but
not the empty space behind that person. In
our life all our experiences are with names and
forms. That is why we give name to identify a
person. Life has five aspects Nama and Rupa,
Asti, Bhati and Preeti. Nama and Rupa are
aspects of Matter. Asti, Bhati, Preeti are
aspects of consciousness. Asti is existence,
Bhati is knowingness and Preeti is love.

There is a meaning for the names and forms
of Gods in Hinduism. The idol or picture of
the God conveys a lot of meaning. In Sanskrit,
the name, RAMA, means ‘radiant myself’. (RA
Radiance MA= my self). That is

leg firmly
footed on the
ground and the
other leg
touching the
ground and
slightly raised in
the air. ‘This
tells  us to
balance the
materialism and
spirituality ~ in
our life. The
colorful
peacock feather
on Krishna’s
head tells wus
that we may
have various
responsibilities
but still it can be as light as a feather if we are
doing our actions with out our attention on
the result. The flute in Krishna’s hand tells us
our body is like a flute, hollow and empty.
Ninety eight per cent of our body is empty
space. Our lungs, bones, heart, stomach,
brain, heart are empty. Every cell is an empty
space. This tells one need not be heavy with
the ego.

The purpose of symbolism is to give the
devotee the grasp of the divinity, divine
qualities, and principles of our creation. So let
us see what the symbolism of Durga is.

Goddess Durga represents the power of the
Supreme Being that preserves moral order and
righteousness in the creation. The Sanskrit
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word Durga means a fort or a place that is
protected and thus difficult to reach. Durga,
also called Divine Mother, protects mankind
from evil and misery by destroying evil forces
such as selfishness, jealousy, prejudice, hatred,
anger, and ego.

She usually has eight, or sometimes thirty-two
arms, and carries the weapons of almost all
the Gods. The trident is a symbol associated
with Shiva, and it's three points symbolize the
creation, protection and destruction of the
universe.

According to a legend, there was a time when
all the gods had been kicked out of heaven by
the evil demon Mahishasura, who had the
form of a buffalo. In desperation, the gods
turned to Shiva, who advised all of the gods to
concentrate and release their shaktis. These
formed into the goddess Durga, the Invincible
One. The gods armed her with their weapons
and she went off to battle with Mahishasura.

In Her images, Goddess Durga wears red
clothes. The red color symbolizes action and
the red clothes signify that she is always busy
destroying evil and protecting mankind from
pain and suffering caused by evil forces.

A tiger symbolizes unlimited power. Durga
riding a tiger indicates that she possesses
unlimited power and uses it to protect virtue
and destroy evil. The sound that emanates
from a conch is the sound of the sacred
syllable AUM, which is said to be the sound
of creation. A conch in one of the Goddess's
hands signifies the ultimate victory of virtue
over evil and righteousness over
unrighteousness.

Other weapons in the hands of Durga such as
a mace, sword, disc, arrow, and trident convey

the idea that one weapon cannot destroy all
different kinds of enemies. Different weapons
must be used to fight enemies depending
upon the circumstances. For example,
selfishness must be destroyed by detachment,
jealousy by desirelessness, prejudice by self-
knowledge and ego by discrimination or
viveka.

When we celebrate Durga puja or Ganesh
chaturthi, we bring out GOD in us in to the
idol and have festivities for certain period and
take the God back in to us. When we sing
bhajans and do satsangs, the sound energy is
converted in to consciousness and we feel
more active and fresh. When we fast during
Navaratri once or twice in a year, it helps
cleansing our body. One should fast with a lot
of water, fruits and fruit juices to cleanse the
body. But unfortunately, most of the people
end up eating Singhade ki Pakora and fried
potatoes in the name of avoiding the cereals
like rice and wheat during the fast.

The true nature our self is love, peace and Joy.
Other things like desires, fear, jealousy are just
the mind stuff. With the knowledge and
awareness one can over come these and
realize the true nature of one’s self.

When we do Durga puja we should
understand the meaning of the rituals and get
reminded that - the god existing in all of us, is
beyond our mind, intellect and ego. The puja
should not become just one more ritual for
our get-together. It should take us further in
to the path of realization of our true self.

With these few thoughts, I extend warm
greetings and best wishes for good health,
happiness and prosperity to all readers on the
happy Occasion of Durga puja in 2007.
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Snippets on Buddhism’s demise and possibility of revival
in the land of its birth!

Viswa Ranjan Ghosh

It is clear from various historical writings that
Buddhism was a powerful force in India that
shaped India’s society and culture from time
of the religion’s birth (5 BC) until the end of
the first millennium. As Amartya Sen
mentions in The Argumentative Indian (p. 17)
“Buddhism, the practice of which is now
rather sparse in India, was the dominant
religion of the country [India] for nearly a
thousand years.”

For centuries, Buddhism in India was
patronaged by the ruling classes. Magadh
Empire (King Bimbisara and his son
Ajatasattu); Mauryan Empire (Emperor
Ashoka who spread the message at national
and international levels issuing edicts in Pali,
Aramaic and Greek languages, and sending his
son Mahinda and daughter Sanghmitra far and
wide to spread The Great Buddha’s message
to Sri Lanka, Burma, present day Myanmar,
Thailand, Cambodia, present day
Kampuchea); the Indo-Greek king Menander
I (Milinda in Pa/) who saved Buddhism from
the Hindu Sunga dynasty; Kushan king
Kanishka I (who convened a Buddhist
Council in Kashmir and had the Prakrit
Mahayana Texts translated into the literary
language  of  Sawskrid);  Gupta  king
Chandragupta II (the so-called Hindu king
sponsored both Buddhism and Jainism during
his reign); and King Harshavardhana of
Kannauj. Pala period kings (Gopala,
Dharmapala, Devapala and Rampala) were the
last to uphold the Buddhist traditions in India
and also helped to spread it to Tibet.

Another very interesting patronage was
extended by the trading classes of those
periods. The Buddhhist message of peace
offered some protection to the trade routes
and traders’ caravans from marauding groups.
Also, the Buddhist universalistic ethics could

more easily forge ties across various clans,
tribes and castes (that were gradually
fossilizing).  [This  relationship  between
Buddhism and trade has been extensively
explored by Dr. Romila Thapar, since April
2003, First Holder of the Kluge Chair in
Countries and Cultures of the South, Library
of Congress.|

Demise

Although difficult to place an exact year,
month or date on which Buddhism ceased to
be such a force in the land of its birth,
perhaps it will not be too far from the truth to
say that the proverbial final nail in the coffin
(that ended Buddhism in India) must have
been the destruction of one of the greatest
centers of Buddhist learnings — Nalanda
Vishvavidyalaya (Nalanda meaning “Giver
of Knowledge” in Sanskrit; another legend
indicates that the Great Buddha embraced the
meaning of “Insatiable in Giving”).

In 7793 armies of Bakhtiyar Khilji ransacked
the Vishvavidyalaya forcing the few
survivors to flee to modern day Tibet. These
events paralleled the beginnings of Kamakura
Period (1192-1338) in Japan’s history.

In the words of Jeffrey E. Garten (former
Dean of the Yale School of Management),
“The university was an architectural and
environmental masterpiece. It had eight
separate compounds, 10 temples, meditation
halls, classrooms, lakes and parks. It had a
nine-story library where monks meticulously
copied books and documents so that
individual scholars could have their own
collections. It had dormitories for students,
perhaps a first for an educational institution,
housing 10,000 students in the university’s
heyday and providing accommodations for
2,000 professors. Nalanda was also the most
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global university of its time, attracting pupils
and scholars from Korea, Japan, China, Tibet,
Indonesia, Persia and Turkey. [Really Old Schoo!
in December 9, 2006, New York Times].

Founded in the 5" Century A.D., the
Vishvavidyalaya nurtured mainly Vajrayana or
Tantric Buddhism. Some of the well-known
scholars who studied and taught there were
Mahayana philosopher Nagarjuna, Mahavira
Vardhamana (none other than the founder of
another great religion, Jainism); Chinese
scholar Hsuan Tsan completed his work here
on his Treatise on the Harmony of Teaching,
Dinnaga, the founder of the School of Logic;
Dharmapala, the Brahmin scholar;
Shilabhadra the Abbot and master of
Buddhist scriptures, et. al.

Possible Third Rebirth

The Vishvavidyalaya’s revival at the ancient
site of Buddhist learning now seems a distinct
possibility once again. Our ex-President,
Abdul  Kalam, (rather President par
excellence) took the initiative in 2006. The
latest is that Abdul Kalam will be formally
appointed the first Visitor of the proposed
Vishvavidyalaya [Kalam to join Nalanda

University soon, August 15, 2007, Hindustan
Times].

Nobel Laureate
Amartya  Sen  is
heading a panel that
will  oversee the
establishment of the
Vishvavidyalaya in
the ancient site of Nalanda. A global
consortium led by Singapore, supported by

The Ancient Site of Nalanda

Japan and China, with the Bihar Chief Minster
(Nitish Kumar) also playing an active role in
the project. Japan’s Consulate General, Mr.
Noro Motoyasu, has been actively pursuing
this with Japan earlier promising nearly JPY
13.5 billion (INR 4.50 billion) for this project.

Many eminent personalities and scholars have

given this project their due attention. For

instance:
Jeffrey Garten (ex-Dean of Yale
School of Management) says, “The
rebuilt university should strive to be a
great intellectual center, as the original
Nalanda once was.” [Really Old School
in December 9, 2006, New York

Times]

Shashi Tharoor, in Reconstructing
Nalanda [Online edition of India's
National Newspaper
Sunday, Dec 24, 2000] writes,
“Rebuilding Nalanda must be more
than an exercise in constructive

nostalgia...If we recreate Nalanda, it
must be as a university worthy of the
name — and we must be a society
worthy of a 21st-century Nalanda.”
Says Abdul Kalam, “The mission of
unity of minds is indeed gaining
momentum from Bihar, the birthplace
of ancient Nalanda.”
Perhaps, re-establishing the Vishvavidyalaya
once again would auger well for the ethical &
spiritual revival of a nation that is torn apart
along religious and caste lines. Who knows,
what would spring forth from this revival.
Perhaps, the Din-ilahi, a dream of Emperor
Akbar that would lay to rest unwanted
schisms between religions.

Easy & Selected Resources (For those who intending to satisfy their curiosities further)
1. Sen, Amartya. The Argumentative Indian. Penguin, New York 2005.
Tagore, Sumitendra. Santiniketan: Chena-Achena (Bengali). Mitra & Ghosh Publishers, Kolkata 2003 (Poush 1410

Bengali Year)

B

Timeline of Buddhist History. (http://www.buddhanet.net/e-learning/history/b _chron-txt.htm)
Buy Bangla Books Online. “Boi Mela”. (http://www.boi-mela.com/Default.asp)

5. Nalanda Digital Library. “Nalanda — The Ancient Seat of Learning.” National Institute of Technology, Calicut, India

(http://www.nalanda.nitc.ac.in/about/NalandaHeritage.html).
6. Nalanda Open University. “Historical Background.” Gandhi Maidan, Bihar, India

www.nalandaopenuniversity.com/).

7. Archaeological Survey of India. “The Archaeological Museum — Nalanda.” Nalanda, Bihar, India

(http://asi.nic.in/asi museums nalanda.asp).
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The Ultimate Truth

Angelika Sen

Life- it is but a string of dreams,
Beaded with the essence of change,
Each bead being carefully strung
With memories, ever since life begun.

Childhood- a reminiscence for all

Of teachers, mirth, fights and fall.

To run home into mama’s arms

And play with friends in fields and farms.

Gradually one metamorphoses from boy to man,
With leaden shoulders, till one really can.
Working hard through tedious hours

Reality- smiling at all this farce.

But then Adulthood makes one feel like a lark
Weaving dreams from light to dark.

Sweating it out to meet our goals-

Distressed about what the future holds.

Old age is misty- and one looses the past
With sight, taste and memories fading fast.

Preparing us for the ultimate truth- the unalterable journey-

From mortal life to eternity.

Childhood

Dipyaman Sinha

Time flies,

I realize that today...

It was only yesterday,

When I was born.

They cuddled me in their arms,
Their tender touch made me feel
they care.

The day came when

I started to crawl.

They got excited.

They held my hand and

taught me how to walk.

I started going to school.
Every year I passed my exams.
Till finally I realized

that my school life is over.

I blinked my eyes and realized
that it was my childhood,

that I bid goodbye to.
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Embarrassments of Forgetting

Sougata Mallik

I forget, you forget and they forget. Each one
of us forget something, somewhere, sometime
or the other. It shows that we are human after
all.

My father had forgotten to tell my mother
that he had invited two friends to dinner.
Imagine the indoor scene when around 9:15
on a cold, winter night the door bell rang,
announcing that my father had forgotten
something important that day. Thanks to the
pressure cooker then, that just a goat meat
curry and rice could be placed on the table in
about forty-five minutes.

My friend forgot something important. It was
her first opportunity in her married life to

show her versatility to her mother-in-law. An
MA in Philosophy, a non acclaimed wonderful
painter, a singer - she was all set to prove that
she was also a good cook. She decided on the
right pieces of ‘Gangar ilish’ (hilsa fish), took
the right amount of mustard paste, oil, green
and red chilies. Mixing all carefully in a strip
of banana leaf, she slipped them one by one,
into a large pot full of steaming water. It was
being meticulously arranged for a sumptuous
lunch. She only forgot the rice!

Dr. Sinha too had forgotten something. We all
saw the aged professor rush out of class, his
handkerchief covering his mouth. As we had
been informed that he was going to discuss
Metaphysical Poetry that day, the class was
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full. His voice boomed in the usual magnitude,
“My dear students...” Abrupt silence! Dr.
Sinha froze. Too late - he remembered having
left his two front dentures at home.

At the age of twenty-two, Mejda - my cousin
brother wed a wonderful gitl whom everyone
lovingly called ‘bourani’. On the fifth day after
the ceremony, Mejda and Bourani left for
Bombay, his workplace. Mejda, then a fresh
young engineer, was given a strict nine days
leave only to complete this great event of his
life. He hurried back to his daily routine - too
soon perhaps. It was drizzling and they had
to reach home, seven kilometers away, before
the Bombay downpour began. Mejda stopped
at a petrol station and Bourani stepped down
from the bike. Once the petrol was filled, my
good natured cousin mounted his bike and
was off leaving his nine-day-old bride behind.
Terrifying thoughts flashed though Bourani’s
mind. It had been an arranged marriage. She
hardly knew him! Mejda’s bike roared back.
After twenty-two years and three months’
bachelorhood he had momentarily forgotten
that there was a wife he had to take back
home with him.

Well, if forgetting is a sign of civilized
humanity, I am supremely human. I forget
both places and faces. 1 blame untimely
advancement of senility. But I also realize that
these have nothing to do with age or else 1
would not have lost my way inside the
University of Calcutta when I was a student.

The ground-floor of Darbhanga Building with
its rooms, cubicles, corridors, nooks and
corners used to cause innumerable problems.
I remember getting lost in the maze while
trying to come out and ending up in front of a
room full of dusty unused chairs and tables
and getting shooed out by an indignant man -
the office peon with a fierce bushy moustache.
I panicked and blindly took a turn and found
myself facing another dingy room stacked
with old papers “Apni ki poth hariyechen?”
(Have you lost your way?) A feeble version of
‘Kapalkundala’ was there before mel I was
more than grateful to the little cafeteria helper
boy for guiding me out and for not asking me
what I had been doing there.

After places, I forget faces and I do not know
why.

I had met them few months back - Mr. Tapan
Mitra and his wife, Sharmila. I thought I had
never forgotten. During a function held here
recently, I saw my husband and another
person talking to each other. I seemed to
recognize him. With usual courtesy and
greetings, 1 said: “Namaskar”, and continued,
“Remon achen? Sharmila bhalo ache to?” (How are
you? Is Sharmila okay?) My friend standing next
to me stopped stirring her tea. My husband
sighed. Uncharacteristically calm, he lowered
his voice and said: “Wrong number once again.
This is Mr. L. Narayanan and he does not
understand a single syllable of Bengali.”
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Are the Japanese and the Bengalis Related?

Nandini Basu

“ There comes Mrs. Chakroborty,” said my
husband. I saw a very elegant Japanese lady
with gold-rimmed spectacles enter the train.
On closer look I realized that she could pass
off as a Mrs.Chakroborty in skirts! Later, I
observed that a good number of middle-aged
Japanese ladies did share similar looks with
their Bengali counterparts and also, like them
(and in a very un Japanese way) their
conversations are extremely animated. Even
Japanese men have a physical similarity to
many Bengali men. They are, like our Bengali
men, very cautious about experimenting with
fashion. In fact when my husband was told,
before coming to Japan on his posting, that
white shirt and black trousers was the “dress
code” in Japan, he happily added a few more
white shirts to his closet.

During my initial days in Japan, I found that
the tone of many train announcements
sounded very much like those in Sealdah
station (though the stations looked like those
in outer spacel). In fact I used to wonder why
a Mr. Sen’s name was being announced, so
often at the stations until I picked up enough
Japanese to know that “sen’ means “line.” I

also realized that many words used in Bengali
were also part of the Japanese vocabulary,
though with completely different
connotations. So tomari, basha, desh, are
words we often hear in a Japanese
conversation. Like the Japanese, the Bengali
staple diet is “maachh bhaat”- no wonder that
we take to the Japanese cuisine so easily!
Infact traditional Bengali cooking is very light

too!

The Japanese people are completely secular in
the true sense of the term. I would not be
bragging to say that most Bengalis have made
religion a private affair too. The Durga Puja is
more of a social, rather than a religious
gathering, where everyone is welcome. In
Kolkata, a close Muslim friend of ours was a

member of one of the biggest Puja
committees.
Looking at these similarities I wonder, “are

the Japanese and the Bengalis related? If so, I
hope that this only means that Bengal too has
a future!
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Pujas — near & distant

Arijit Basu

Durga Puja for all is a festival of joy and love.
However, there are myriad ways in which the
festival is celebrated and enjoyed. In Kolkata,
epicenter of this autumn revelry, there are
many who would invariably have booked their
exotic holiday destinations and quit the city
before the ‘suffocating’ crowds take over — the
“Bengali” travel season is on and the
ubiquitous Kundu & Banerjee specials would
have taken over places as distant as Manali
and Kanyakumaril There are others who
cannot imagine deserting the city at this time
and would never dream of exchanging the
nightlong pandal hopping, bhog at the ‘para’
puja, the new clothes and fashion and the
feeling of just being there.

I have been brought up in Calcutta and during
my schooldays in the 70s, have happily, year
after year, been part of the city during the five
wonderful days. It was the time, which
transformed the life of a schoolchild — a new
Feluda novel, a new Shonku, trying to outdo
friends in visiting the most number of pandals,
intriguing images made of just about anything
from the graceful shola to wax to matchsticks,
new Puja songs, great food and above all a
time when the mind was ‘free’. This was the
second most awaited event in the calendar (it
would have to be rated a notch below the IFA
league soccer encounter between East Bengal
and Mohun Bagan during a period when
television had not destroyed the fun of the
Calcutta Football League by showing
Maradona and Zico live). Pujas even allowed
you to make friends with a Mohun Bagan
supporter!

As time has moved on, in the subsequent
years it has not always been possible to be in
Calcutta during these magical days and Pujas
have been spent in places as far apart as
Agartala and London and covering Delhi,
Hyderabad, Bombay and now Tokyo. How
has it been? Well, they were very different but
each, in its own way, wonderful. In Agartala
one had the same surging crowds, almost a

mini replica of Calcutta, perhaps a little more
chaotic. In Bombay, where one has spent five
pujas, the celebrations ranged from the more
established at Shivaji Park, the up-market
corporate patronized pandal at Kemps Corner
to the Bollywood  extravaganza  at
Lokhandwala where on Navami night the
crowds outdid Calcutta. In Bombay as in
Delhi and Hyderabad, the celebrations centre,
apart from the Puja and bhog, on Calcutta
based cultural troupes and of course,
something without which Durga Puja is
unthinkable, the quintessentially Bengali
passion for food.

The London Puja, eighteen years ago, was an
intriguing and interesting experience — one
surfaced  from  the  Northern  Line
Underground at Belsize Park to the clatter of
heels on an immaculate pavement leading to a
Gothic Town Hall, the inside of which had
been magically transformed into the Puja
premises with crowds surging to ensure that
their Anjali flowers reached the feet of the
Mother. I had the temerity to suggest to an
old-time Indian resident in UK that this must
be the biggest Puja outside India, only to be
disdainfully rebuked by the information that
this was not a patch on the Manchester Puja
that he patronized! Last year, in the first week
of getting used to the graces of the Edo-
period in a new land as enchanting as it is
different; it was time to enjoy the Pujas in
Tokyo- a Puja that has to be the most
carefully organized and aesthetically correct as
the land in which it is celebrated.

Durga Puja outside India is, to borrow a
cricketing  analogy, compelled to be
compressed into a one-day festival from the
conventional five-day affair. One common
thread, however, binds each and every
celebration in any part of the world — a feeling
of fulfillment and nostalgia as time comes to
wind up the festivities in one year and eagerly
wait for the next.
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The Japanese Local Food “Kyodoryori”

Miki Sarkar
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—m B SN E S BE DT 2 ¥ (Dressing
cucumber and gilled mackerel in soy sauce)

—fmB BEoZEAT  (Boiled squid with soy
sauce)

=5 E FBULOEHREL  (Simple vegetables stew
and sweet beans rice)

g B -2-20F (Boiled buckwheat and plain
wheat sheet noodle with garlic miso)

B % VK (Watermelon)
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% Wherever you go and whatever you have you just
can’t forget your favorite taste. That taste always
reminds you home, your childhood or your mum which we
called “HAHA NO AJI”. So please tell me what your
Haha No Aji %
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Encounter to Kantha Embroidery
A heritage of West Bengal that brings about job opportunities to rural women

Miki Yoshida
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g 7R “Atg el A1, A1 Foraes fgrs afeh
&t ARTS¥ @1 - Her art was vitally shaped by
her experience of living in Japan, for several
years at a stretch, where her husband
Jyotirmoy Ray held the post of Chief
Executive of an Indian engineering
Consultancy firm. During this period she
developed a profound love and admiration
for all things Japanese, including Japanese
art...... The technique and style had evolved
from a blending of distinct Indian and
Japanese sensibilities; quite expectedly and
wisely, she trained under a Japanese Guru
during those years. ........ she sketched, and
then animated the scenes with a gentle wash
of watercolors. Simultaneously she also began
to record her poetic musings around the
images she had captured, words that
eventually became part of the over-all
painting surface. These writings are in Bengali,
which happens to be Sita's mother tongue.
They have been very ably translated by Dr.
Anindyo Roy, a professor of English at Colby

College in Manie, USA. The translation takes
the form similar to Haiku poetry that
originated in Japan.'
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Walking and sleeping
Among light and darkness.
In the corner of my room
And among the winding paths
Lie joy and sorrow.
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